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Church  Dedication 

To  Those  who  have  gone  before  us  -  -  we  follow. 

Author's  Personal  Dedication 

To  my  wife,  Bobbie  and  to  my  children,  Pamela,  Carolyn,  Johnny,  and 
Stephen,  for  just  being  themselves,  a  wonderful  pastor's  family. 
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PREFACE 


When  any  person  sets  out  to  write  of  what  has 
happened  in  the  past,  that  person  is  asking  for  trouble, 
and  usually  gets  it.  There  will  be  times  and  circum- 
stances that  are  utterly  frustrating  to  one  who  is 
accustomed  to  our  modern  way  of  having  most  any  bit  of 
information  that  we  need  at  our  fingertips.  For  me,  as  a 
product  of  this  generation,  as  I  have  sought  to  make  an 
orderly  account  of  the  history  of  this  church  and  these 
people,  there  have  been  heartbreaking  searchings  for 
pictures  and  for  facts  that  have  seemed  so  near  yet  have 
led  me  on  elusive  trails,  always  promising  some  tidbit  of 
information  yet  keeping  always  just  out  of  reach.  Then 
there  have  been  hours  of  reading  in  the  most  unlikely 
placed  only  to  find  exactly  what  I  had  been  looking  for 
and  more.  In  this  project,  I  have  certainly  had  my 
mountaintop  experiences,  but  there  have  also  been  the 
valley  experiences  that  have  driven  me  to  prayer  and 
fasting.  (Matt.  17:21) 

This  history  gathering  project  really  began  back  in 
1970  when  someone  brought  a  picture  of  a  group  of 
people  with  a  building  in  the  background  which  was 
said  to  be  an  old  church  building  here  at  Reeds.  When 
the  picture  was  shown  to  a  number  of  our  people  it  was 
determined  to  be  a  picture  of  a  graduating  class  at 
Reeds  Academy  sometime  around  the  turn  of  the 
century.  I  found  that  in  the  picture  were  likenesses  of 
some  people  who  are  still  living.  I  talked  to  these 
persons  and  began  to  really  get  interested  in  some  of 
the  things  that  were  told  me.  We  began  to  talk  about 
this  and  other  people  began  to  put  together  scrapbooks 
of  pictures  of  the  church,  of  the  schools,  and  of  the 
community.  We  were  able  to  find  pictures  of  33  of  the 
men  who  had  served  as  pastor  or  elected  supply 
pastors.  These  were  framed  and  now  are  on  display  in 
a  part  of  the  church  that  is  designated  as  a  historical 


area.  Also  in  this  area  are  many  more  pieces  of  history 
in  the  form  of  books,  furniture  and  hundreds  of 
pictures  and  other  memorabilia. 

In  1971,  the  nominating  committee  of  the  church 
recommended  a  History  Committee  of  five  people, 
composed  of  Mrs.  Arlie  Myers,  Mr.  Leo  Hobbs,  Mrs. 
Randall  Michael,  Mr.  James  Arthur  Craver,  Sr.,  Mrs. 
W  F.  Lanning.  This  group  was  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  seeking,  gathering,  sorting,  preparing, 
and  preserving  items  of  historical  interest  and  value  to 
the  Reeds  Baptist  Church  and  community.  Since  that 
time,  in  1 972,  this  was  made  a  standing  committee  of  the 
church.  I  salute  these  people  not  only  for  the  work  that 
they  have  done  in  connection  with  this  project,  but  also 
for  the  prodding  and  encouragement  that  they  have 
given  me  in  the  matter  of  trying  to  compile  into  readable 
form  the  facts  and  opinions  that  you  will  find  on  these 
pages.  Many  hours  have  been  spent  in  searching  for 
items  of  information  and  in  verification  of  many  state- 
ments and  pieces  of  information  that  have  been  shared 
with  me.  I  trust  that  the  information  here  compiled  will 
be  both  factual  and  interesting. 

Many  of  the  statements  on  these  pages  will,  of  a 
necessity,  be  personal  opinion  or  appraisals  of  whai  was 
actually  happening  at  a  particularly  date  or  time.  I  make 
no  claim  to  infallibility  —  only  to  have  written  what  I 
have  found  and  what  I  believe  to  be  the  history  of  the 
Reeds  Baptist  Church  across  the  years.  Where  personal 
names  are  used,  I  have  been  careful  to  use  them  in  the 
same  context  that  I  found  them  in  the  records,  and  in 
most  cases  I  have  used  the  same  spelling  of  the  names  as 
they  were  found  in  the  records. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  many  people  for  their  help  in 
the  gathering  and  preparing  of  these  materials.  The 
most  helpful  source  has  been  the  Baptist  Collection  at 


in 


CLASS  AT  REEDS  ACADEMY,  Just  after  1900 
Row  1  —  L  to  R.  —  Carrie  Massey  Myers,  Sallie  Foster,  Alda  Myers  Craver,  Carrie  Owens  Sink,  Lizzie  Myers,  Jennie  Michael.  Row  2 
—  L  to  R.  —  H.  Luther  Leonard,  Tom  Massey,  Cleveland  Myers,  James  C.  Leonard,  Lula  Waitman  Leonard,  Annie  Craver  Grimes 
Berrier,  Jocie  Fritts  Farabee.  Row  3  —  L  to  R.  —  Jess  Evans,  Walter  Fritts,  Eugene  M.  Michael,  Arthur  Myers,  Walter  Waitman, 
Lafayette  Evans. 


the  Wake  Forest  University  Library.  Mr.  John  R. 
Woodard  and  his  staff  there  have  gone  not  only  the  first, 
but  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  miles  in  making 
materials  available  to  me.  Elder  Henry  Sheets'  "History 
of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association" ,  as  well  as  his 
scrapbook  and  other  personal  papers  which  are  on  file  at 
Wake  Forest  gave  invaluable  help.  Histories  compiled 
by  other  churches  have  helped  tremendously  in  securing 
biographical  data  on  former  pastors. 

To  the  History  Committee  of  Reeds  Church,  to  Mr. 
Lindsay  Leonard  for  his  technical  help  with  pictures  and 
other  photographic  requirements,  to  Mrs.  Joyce  Kerce, 
Mrs.  Carol  Leonard,  Mrs.  Judy  Wood  and  Mrs.  Bobbie 
Pace  who  have  served  in  the  capacity  of  church  secretary 


and  who  have  had  to  learn  to  read  a  new  language  —  my 
handwriting.  Others  who  have  helped  with  the  typing 
are  Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Hedrick  and  my  daughter  Mrs.  Pam 
Hines.  To  all  of  these  a  sincere  "thank  you"  for  their 
contribution  to  this  effort. 

One  of  the  heartbreaks  of  this  endeavor  has  been 
the  fact  that  we  could  not,  for  lack  of  space,  use  all  of 
the  information  and  pictures  which  have  been  collect- 
ed in  our  history  search.  Many  other  facts  and  pictures 
are  available  in  the  Church  Library.  We  invite  those 
who  read  this  to  come  and  let  us  show  you  further 
evidence  of  "what  God  hath  wrought"  here  in  the 
Reeds  Cross  Roads  Community  of  Davidson  County 
and  at  the  Reeds  Baptist  Church. 
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Chapter  I  Beginnings  To  1795 


When  one  begins  to  study  the  background  of  one 
organization,  such  as  a  church,  with  a  view  to  writing 
down  an  orderly  account  of  that  organization's  history, 
then  we  begin  to  realize  how  much  we  take  for  granted 
events  which  happen  to  us  today,  forgetting  that  in  just 
a  few  decades  men  may  be  searching  for  data  on  what 
we  are  doing  today,  much  the  same  as  we  are  searching 
now  for  records  of  events  that  have  happened  in  our 
past. 

Not  many  records  were  kept  of  the  early  days  of 
religious  services  here  in  this  part  of  Rowan  County 
(as  it  was  known  in  the  latter  half  of  the  1 700's. )  Only 
a  few  brief  references  have  been  found  here  and  there 
to  verify  that  our  history  is  actually  more  extensive 
than  we  had  first  realized.  To  make  it  a  readable  story 
we  must  search  the  records  of  county  courthouses, 
records  of  various  religious  groups,  family  records, 
school  records,  records  of  other  churches,  and,  com- 
bining all  this  with  some  imagination  try  to  give  what 
we  believe  to  be  a  true  account. 

It  is  so  hard  for  us,  in  these  times  of  affluence  and  a 
lack  of  any  hindrances  to  worship,  to  realize  that 
things  have  not  always  been  so.  We  must  in  some  way, 
make  ourselves  to  think  of  the  years  1771-1 795  and  to 
remember  that  these  were  pioneer  days  in  a  pioneer 
community  in  a  pioneer  country.  Consider  for  a 
moment  some  of  the  characteristics  of  this  and  other 
communities  like  it.  People  were  coming  into  this  area 
trying  to  carve  out  homes  and  farms  and  communities 


out  of  the  wilderness.  They  had  come  to  this  new  land 
in  search  of  both  political  and  spiritual  freedom,  but 
the  first  order  of  business  was  always  a  home  and 
protection  from  the  weather,  from  wild  animals,  from 
marauding  Indians,  and,  at  this  particular  time  in 
history,  Governor  Tryon  and  his  army  who  were  bound 
to  keep  the  settlers  in  line  with  their  policies  and 
directives,  which  to  a  freedom  loving  people  were 
much  too  strict.  In  just  a  matter  of  a  few  years  the 
Declaration  Of  Independence  would  be  formulated 
and  signed  with  the  dreary  and  uncertain  days  of  the 
revolutionary  war  to  follow. 

The  people  generally  settled  in  groups  for  protec- 
tion and  companionship,  and  more  often  than  not  they 
settled  relatively  close  to  the  rivers  which  were  a 
source  of  food  and  transportation  as  well  as  protec- 
tion. The  history  of  the  Yadkin  River  Valley  is  such  a 
story.  Communities  sprang  up  on  both  the  East  and 
West  banks  of  the  Yadkin.  It  was  a  time  of  great 
spiritual  famine,  and  as  always,  God  has  a  man  to  fill 
the  need.  The  following  summary  of  these  days  and 
circumstances  are  taken  from  the  book  History  Of 
North  Carolina  Baptist,  Vol.  II,  by  G.W.  Paschall, 
who  in  turn  lists  as  his  sources  The  Records  Of 
Moravians  In  North  Carolina,  and  unpublished  por- 
tions of  a  diary  of  Bro.  George  Soelle,  a  Moravian 
Missionary,  and  from  the  book  History  Of  Liberty 
Baptist  Association,  by  Henry  Sheets. 

The  earliest  reference  to  organized  services  is  as 
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follows  from  the  History  of  N.C.  Baptist. 

"In  November,  1771,  the  Moravian  missionary,  Br. 
George  Soelle  visited  the  Baptists  east  of  the  Yadkin. 
He  came  on  the  invitation  of  John  Pipes,  seemingly  a 
refugee  Baptist  from  this  section,  whom  Soelle  had 
found  forty  miles  distant  in  a  new  settlement  on  Deep 
Creek.  It  is  clear  that  Pipes  had  heard  Soelle  preach, 
and  had  learned  that  he  was  ready  to  go  anywhere 
needed  to  preach,  and  he,  Pipes,  asked  him  to  visit  the 
destitute  people  in  the  settlements  to  the  east  of  the 
Yadkin,  where  the  people  had  no  preacher  and  were 
hungry  for  the  gospel.  By  Pipes's  arrangement,  Soelle 
went  to  the  home  of  George  Reed,  a  prominent  Baptist 
twenty  miles  south  of  Salem,  and  spent  the  night 
there,  as  he  did  on  each  of  his  several  subsequent  visits 
to  this  section.  The  next  day  Soelle  preached  at  a 
school  house  nearby,  where  school  was  kept  by  a  man 
named  Baumann  who  had  come  from  Virginia  in 
1770,  and  who  was  "serving  as  exhorter  in  that 
neighborhood."  Of  George  Reed  Soelle  says:  "He  is  a 
man  who  loves  the  truth,  and  gladly  listens,  but  he  has 
as  yet  little  light,"  probably  meaning  only  that  Reed 
knew  less  about  the  Atonement  than  the  ministers  of 
the  Moravian  Brethren  thought  all  should  know.  The 
indications  are  that  George  Reed  at  this  time  was  a 
substantial  citizen  and  much  interested  in  the  reli- 
gious welfare  of  those  who  lived  in  the  River  Settle- 
ments. He  felt  it  his  responsibility  to  provide  preachers 
and  teachers  for  them,  but  he  encouraged  Soelle  to 
come  and  preach.  At  least  once  he  went  to  Salem  and 
brought  him  to  his  home,  where  the  next  day  he 
preached  to  one  hundred  people.  As  often  as  Soelle 
was  to  preach  it  was  Reed  who  saw  that  notice  of  time 
and  place  was  given  to  the  people,  some  of  whom  lived 
at  considerable  distances  from  Reed's  home.  He  was 
interested  also  in  the  building  of  an  early  meeting 
house  in  this  section,  five  miles  south  of  his  home, 
which  in  the  early  years  served  as  a  place  of  worship 
for  families  who  since  his  time  worshipped  at  Reed's 
Cross  Roads.  He  is  worthy  of  being  the  earliest  of 
those  of  the  Reed  name  who  through  all  the  years  have 
contributed  so  much  to  the  progress  of  religion  in  this 
section. 

It  was  on  Soelle's  last  visit,  January  17,  1773,  that 
Reed  went  with  him  to  the  meeting  house.  It  was  not 
far  from  the  location  of  the  Jersey  Settlement  Church, 
which  had  probably  been  destroyed  while  Tryon  and 
his  army  were  encamped  near  it.  This  new  church  was 
clearly  intended  to  be  central  and  convenient  to  a 
larger  number,  but  on  their  arrival  Soelle  and  Reed 
found  only  a  very  few  gathered  for  worship,  probably 


because  there  had  been  no  notice  given  that  Soelle 
would  come,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  preacher 
would  be  Baumann,  the  schoolmaster  and  exhorter, 
who  had  recently  been  ordained,  and  in  fact,  Bau- 
mann did  preach.  Soelle's  account  of  this  last  visit 
follows: 

"Home  of  George  Reed,  South  Fork  Settlement.  I 
visited  their  meeting  which  is  five  miles  further  away. 
The  meeting  was  very  small.  Their  preacher  is  named 
Bauman,  one  of  the  Baptists,  who  has  recently  receiv- 
ed permission  to  preach.  I  asked  him  to  speak  first, 
which  he  did,  and  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours  on  John 
3:16,  but  such  a  confused  mixture  that  one  did  not 
know  what  he  wanted  to  say.  As  the  time  was  nearly 
up  I  spoke  but  briefly,  and  on  words  from  the  same 
chapter  ...  In  three  weeks  there  will  be  a  great 
Baptist  meeting  here  to  which  I  am  invited  ...  I  must 
note  that  here  and  in  Virginia  the  Baptist  are  very 
active,  and  are  stirring  up  many  people,  but  in 
Pennsylvania  they  sleep." 

After  January  7,  1 773,  we  have  no  further  record  of 
Baumann,  nor  certain  record  of  the  church  at  which 
he  preached.  However,  this  small  group  seems  to  have 
survived  the  troublous  times  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
Civil  War  and  to  be  continued  in  the  present  Reeds 
Cross  Roads,  or  Reeds,  now  a  church  of  the  Liberty 
Association  with  more  than  550  members.  Until 
October,  1839,  however,  it  was  not  a  regularly  consti- 
tuted church,  but  an  arm,  or  mission,  of  the  Jersey 
Church. 

Although  we  have  no  definite  record  of  further 
development  at  the  place  where  Baumann  preached, 
the  location  of  Reeds  corresponds  roughly  with  the 
meeting  house  mentioned  by  Soelle,  and  the  land  for 
the  present  Reeds  was  bought  from  George  Reed,  with 
whom  Soelle  spent  the  night  when  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. Sheets,  in  his  History  of  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association,  p.  95  f.,  gives  a  good  account  of  Reeds 
Church,  which  he  says  was  established  before  1790. 
The  writer  here  is  certainly  correct  when  he  says 
that  there  is  no  further  "certain  record"  of  the  small 
group  of  believers  that  were  meeting  at  the  school- 
house  near  the  home  of  Bro.  George  Reed.  The  exact 
location  of  the  schoolhouse  cannot  with  any  certainty 
be  determined.  It  may  have  been  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
present  Reeds  Church,  as  suggested  by  the  statement 
that  George  Reed  was  "interested  also  in  the  building 
of  an  early  meeting  house  in  this  section,  five  miles 
south  of  his  home."  The  George  Reed  homeplace  was 
located  in  the  Currytown  Community  about  five  miles 
north  of  Reeds.  A  1 795  deed  to  two  acres  of  land  was 
made  in  Rowan  County  on  February  6,  1795  and  is 
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signed  by  George  Reed  and  the  property  has  on  it, 
according  to  the  deed,  "A  New  Meeting  House". 

"This  indenture  made  this  Sixth  day  of  Feby.  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  &  ninty 
five  Between  George  Read  of  the  County  of  Rowan  & 
State  of  North  Carolina  of  the  one  Part  &  the 
Congregation  of  the  Baptists  Society  in  &  against  to 
the  Jersey  Settlement  under  the  Pastorel  care  of 
Thomas  Durham  of  the  County  &  State  aforesaid  of 
the  other  Part  WitneSseth  that  for  &  in  consideration 
of  the  Sum  of  five  Shillings  current  money  of  this 
State  by  the  Said  Baptist  Congregation  to  the  Said 
George  Read  in  hand  paid  before  the  Sealing  & 
delivering  of  these  presents  together  with  the  endeared 
respect  the  Said  George  Read  bears  Said  Congrega- 
tion the  receipt  &  payment  whereof  is  hereby  fully  & 
freely  acknowledged,  he.  the  Said  George  Read  hath 
given  granted,  bargained  Sold  aliened,  enfeoffed  con- 
veyed &  confirmed  &  by  these  presents  doth  give 
grant  bargain  Sell  alien  enfeoff  convey  &  confirm 
unto  the  Said  Baptist  Congregation  &  their  Suc- 
cessors in  Society  a  certain  Tract  or  parcel  of  land 
Situate  lying  &  being  in  the  County  aforesaid  on  Said 
Reads  premises  &  within  his  inclosure  on  the  South 
east  Side  of  the  Guilford  Road  whereon  the  new 
Meeting-House  Stands  to  be  Known  hereafter  by  the 
name  of  Reads  Meeting= House  Containing  two  acres 
&  bounded  as  follows  Begining  on  a  large  Apple  Tree 
Standing  nearly  opposite  the  South  east  corner  of  Said 
Meeting  =  House  &  runing  thence  North  Seventeen 
Pole  &  three  fourths  to  a  stake,  thence  west  Seventeen 
poles  &  three  fourths  to  a  Stake  thence  South  seven- 
teen Poles  and  three  fourths  thence  east  direct  to  the 
Begining  containing  two  acres  be  the  Same  more  or 
leSs  together  with  all  rights  priviledges  hereditaments 
&  appurtinances  belonging  or.  in  anywise  appertain- 
ing thereunto  to  them  the  Said  Baptist  Congregation 
&  their  Successors  in  Soceity  &  the  Said  George 
Read  doth  hereby  agree  to  &  with  Said  Congregation 
that  they  Shall  &  may  forever  hereafter  peac  ably  & 
quietly  have  hold  inherit  poSseSs  &  enjoy  the  above 
mention'd  or  Parcel  of  land  with  the  Building  & 
improvement  thereon  together  with  the  use  benefit  & 
preveledge  of  a  good  Spring  of  water  the  most  conve- 
nient thereunto  &  further  the  Said  George  Read 
hereby  oblige  himself  heirs  exrs.,  admrs.,  &  aSsigns  to 
warrant  &  defend  the  aforesaid  Premises  &  Pre- 
veledges  to  the  only  proper  use  Benefit  and  behoof  of 
Said  Congregation  &  their  Successors  in  Soceity 
against  the  lawfull  claim  or  demand  of  himself  his 
heirs  or  aSsigns  or  any  other  Person  or  Persons 


whatsoever  &  free  &  clear  from  all  &  all  manner  of 
incumbrances  whatsoever  In  WitneSs  whereof  the 
Said  George  Read  hath  hereunto  Set  his  hand  affixed 
his  Seal  the  day  &  date  first  above  written 

George  Reed  (Seal) 
Sealed  Signed  &  delivered 
In  Presence  of 


Leander  Smith 

his 
John  H.  Hollis 

mark 

Rowan  County  Ss,  May  Term  1795  I  certify  that  the 
within  Deed  was  duly  Proved  in  open  Court  by  the 
Oath  of  Leander  Smith  recorded  according  to  law  & 
ordered  to  be  registered 

Ad,  Osborn  C_C" 
Ed.  Note:  It  should  be  noted  at  this  point  that,  since 
the  church  was  not  yet  a  legal  body  and  could  not  yet 
hold  title  to  property,  that  Major  George  Smith  of  the 
Jersey  congregation  was  appointed  to  hold  title  to  the 
property  until  such  time  when  the  church  became  a 
legal  entity.  This  will  become  very  evident  in  1842 
when  Major  Smith  conveys  title  to  the  church  after  its 
organization. 

This  original  two  acres  of  land  is  where  the  present 
cemetery  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church  is  located  as 
evidenced  by  the  deed  and  the  early  graves  in  the 
cemetery. 

Another  interesting  fact  about  this  era  of  our 
history  is  noted  in  the  records  of  Jersey  Baptist 
Church,  the  "Mother  Church"  of  Reeds  Congrega- 
tion. On  November  27,  1886,  this  entry  is  found, 
"Church  met  and  after  prayer  opened  a  dore  for 
experience  George  Reed  received  by  experience."  This 
would  be  George  Reed  No.  2.  This  would  indicate  that 
George  Reed  was  received  for  baptism  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  Jersey  Settlement  church  on  this  date. 

A  few  years  later  in  1790  there  are  two  interesting 
entries  in  the  Jersey  records.  On  April  10,  1790 
"Brother  George  Reed  was  cited  to  the  church  for 
rejecting  the  Council  of  the  Church."  An  entry  on 
June  1 2,  1 790  simply  says  "the  church  is  satisfied  with 
Brother  Reed."  Whatever  the  disagreement,  it  seems 
to  have  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned, for  on  June  4,  1791,  Brother  George  Reed  is 
listed  as  one  member  of  a  committee  that  was  appoin- 
ted to  go  and  see  another  member  of  the  church  who 
was  "wounded  with  the  church."  Also  in  1793,  Bro. 
George  Reed  was  appointed  by  the  Jersey  Church  to 
carry  a  letter  to  "Brother  Whitehead's  Church"  to  ask 
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that  he  come  and  help  in  ordaining  Bro.  Thomas 
Durham  to  the  ministry.  He  was  evidently  a  leader  in 
the  Jersey  Church  by  this  time  and  was  assuming  his 
part  of  the  responsibility  for  the  work  of  the  church. 

A  final  reference  to  the  history  of  the  congregation 
at  Reeds  during  these  formative  years  is  the  statement 
in  the  records  of  Jersey  Church  on  May  2,  1794.  It 
reads  as  follows:  "The  Church  agree  to  state  the  place 
of  Preaching  for  the  future  meeting  stands  at  this 
place  (that  is  Jersey)  as  usal  the  first  in  every  month, 
the  second  in  one  month  at  Brother  Owens  and  the 
second  in  the  next  month  at  Brother  Butners  corse  (?) 
the  third  in  the  month  at  Brother  Scrivners  and  the 
fourth  in  the  month  at  the  New  Meeting  house  near 
Brother  Reads."  This  too  may  need  a  word  of  explana- 
tion. It  is  simply  stating  that  on  the  first  weekend  of 
the  month  services  would  be  held  at  the  Jersey 
Meeting  house.  On  the  second  weekend  of  alternating 
months  they  would  meet  at  Bro.  Owens  home  and  Bro. 
Butners.  On  the  third  weekend  of  each  month,  the 
church  would  meet  at  Bro.  Scrivners  and  the  fourth 
weekend  services  were  to  be  held  at  the  New  Meeting 
house  near  Brother  Reed's.  Usually  both  Saturday 
afternoon  and  Sunday  morning  meetings  were  held. 
This  reference,  along  with  the  information  on  the  deed 
for  the  property  would  certainly  tell  us  that  by  the 
early  1790's  that  Reeds  Meeting  House  was  an  estab- 
lished place  of  regular  worship  as  an  "Arm  of  the 
Jersey  Settlement  Church."  The  pastor  of  the  Jersey 
Congregation  at  this  time  was  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Thomas  Durham  who  had  been  ordained  to 
the  ministry  by  the  Jersey  Church  on  January  5,  1 793. 
The  people  at  all  of  these  various  preaching  stands 
would  have  held  membership  in  the  Jersey  Church  as 
the  Mother  Church,  and  preaching  was  held  at  these 
various  places  to  make  it  easier  for  the  people  to  attend 
services  at  least  once  a  month. 

An  interesting  note  here  is  that  the  Records  of 
Moravians  In  N.C.  show  that  as  early  as  1771  George 
Reed  was  trying  to  provide  for  the  Spiritual  needs  of 
his  family  and  friends  by  going  out  and  actively 
seeking  after  and  bringing  in  those  who  could  preach 
the  Gospel  to  them,  yet  he  does  not  seem  to  have  joined 
a  church  until  years  later.  It  is  not  until  November  27, 
1786,  that  he  appears  at  all  in  the  Jersey  Settlement 
Church  records  when  it  states  that  he  joined  by 
experience  or  by  baptism.  Then,  during  the  interven- 
ing years  between  1786-1794  he  is  very  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Jersey  Church,  but  it  is  quite  evident  that 
he  never  lost  his  interest  in  establishing  a  meeting 
place  for  the  people  nearer  his  home.  Two  significant 


statements  are  found  in  the  records.  One  in  the  Jersey 
Church  records  which  states  in  May  1794  that  the 
Jersey  Congregation  will  meet  on  the  fourth  weekend 
of  the  month  at  the  New  Meeting  house  near  Bro. 
Reed's.  The  second  is  in  the  1 795  deed  of  the  two  acres 
of  land  to  the  "Congregation  of  the  Baptist  Society  of 
the  Jersey  Settlement  -  have  whereon  the  New 
meeting  house  stand  to  be  known  hereafter  by  the 
name  of  Reed's  Meeting  House. 

Probably,  during  these  years,  while  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Jersey  Settlement  Church  he  was 
helping  to  strengthen  the  little  congregation  at  Reed's 
Meeting  House  by  leading  his  church  to  provide 
leadership  by  meeting  with  the  "arm"  or  as  we  would 
call  it  today,  a  "mission"  of  the  Mother  Church. 

The  earliest  meeting  place  had  been  in  a  school- 
house,  but  sometime  in  these  intervening  years  George 
Reed  has  provided  the  land  and  has  led  in  the  building 
of  a  "New  meeting  House".  Thus,  the  earliest  definite 
date  for  the  first  building  on  this  property  that  was 
built  primarily  for  worship  would  be  1794. 

I  believe  that  it  would  be  helpful  at  this  point,  to 
share  with  you  something  of  the  information  that  we 
have  gathered  on  the  name  George  Reed. 

Reeds  community  gets  its  name  from  George  Reed, 
a  substantial  landowner  in  the  area,  who  was  very 
supportive  of  the  community,  the  school  and  churches 
in  the  area.  In  order  to  help  us  to  know  this  person  who 
provided  the  land  for  the  original  Reeds  X  Roads 
Church,  we  must  be  very  precise  in  our  use  of  the 
name. 

As  we  study  the  history  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church 
and  Reeds  Baptist  Church,  we  find  that  there  are  two 
George  Reeds  involved.  In  this  account  I  will  call  them 
George  Reed  No.  1 ,  in  referring  to  the  older  man,  and 
George  Reed  No.  2  when  referring  to  the  man  who  is  a 
part  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church  history. 

In  the  will  of  George  Reeds  No.  1 ,  dated  November 
17,  1784,  and  recorded  in  Salisbury,  Rowan  County, 
N.C,  we  find  the  following  statements.  "I,  George 
Reed,  of  the  county  of  Rowan  and  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  Planter,  being  very  sick  and  weak  in  body 
tho  of  perfect  mind  and  memory  thanks  be  given  to 
God.  Therefore  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my 
body,  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once 
to  die  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I 
give  and  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hand  of  al- 
mighty God  that  gave  it  and  I  recommend  my  body  to 
the  earth  to  be  buried  in  a  decent  Christian  burial  at 
the  discretion  of  my  executors  nothing  doubting  but  at 
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the  general  resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again 
by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  And  as  touching  such 
worldy  estate  wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless 
me  with  in  this  life,  I  do  give  demise  and  dispose  of  in 
the  following  manner  and  form." 

Then,  following  bequests  to  his  wife,  Abigal  Reed, 
and  to  a  son  Aventon  Reed,  there  is  the  following 
entry.  "I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  son, 
George  Reed  three  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  on  the 
waters  of  Beaverdam  branch  beginning  at  a  stake 
John  Hollis  Corner." 

Then  there  follows  bequests  to  sons,  Felps  Reed, 
Thomas  Reed,  William  Reed,  Amos  Reed,  Jonathon 
Reed,  and  daughters  Edathe  and  Elizabeth.  The 
property  willed  to  George  Reed  No.  2  would  include 
the  land  where  Reeds  Baptist  Church  is  now  located. 
(For  a  hand  drawn  map  of  this  area,  see  The  Ge- 
nealogical Journal,  Vol.  2,  No.  2.  This  publication  is 
compiled  by  the  Davidson  County  Genealogical  Soci- 
ety). 

George  Reed  No.  2  was  born  November  12,  1760 
and  died  May  15,  1815.  His  wife  was  Martha  Green, 
and  following  the  death  of  George  Reed  No.  2,  she 
married  Jonas  Leatherman,  and  shortly  afterwards 
moved  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee. 

To  George  Reed  No.  2  and  Martha  was  born  15 
children.  Three  of  them  died  in  infancy.  Their  names 
were  Phebe,  John,  Sarah,  Levi,  Elizabeth,  Thomas, 
Hannah,  Abby,  William,  George  (this  would  be 
George  No.  3,  however  he  only  lived  for  about  18 
months)  Richmond,  Doctor,  Mary,  Ann  and  George, 
(this  would  be  George  No.  4). 

The  original  deed  to  the  church  property  was  made 
February  6,  1795  and  is  printed  here  in  the  language 
found  in  the  county  house  registry.  Major  George 
Smith  of  the  Jersey  Congregation  was  designated  to 
hold  in  trust,  the  title  to  the  land  until  such  time  that 
the  congregation  was  legally  entitled  to  hold  property 
on  their  own. 

We  know  very  little  about  George  Reed  No.  2 
except  what  we  can  learn  by  studying  these  docu- 
ments, and  the  testimony  that  is  left  through  the 
things  that  he  did.  We  know  that  he  grew  up  in  a  God- 
fearing family,  and  from  early  records  at  Jersey  was 
vitally  involved  in  and  supported  the  church  as  a  vital 
force  in  the  community.  We  know  that  George  Reed 
No.  2  was  interested  in  and  involved  not  only  with  the 
church,  but  in  providing  education  for  his  children  and 
for  others  in  the  community.  I  believe  that  we  can 
safely  assume  that  he  was  involved  in  the  early  school 
taught  by  "a  man  named  Bauman"  in  the  vicinity  of 


where  Reeds  Church  now  stands.  We  know  that  on 
many  occasions  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
Moravian  Missionary  Soelle  to  the  area  to  preach  to 
the  Baptists  on  the  east  side  of  the  Yadkin  river.  On  at 
least  one  occasion  he  went  to  Salem  and  brought 
Soelle  to  his  home  where  on  the  following  day  he 
preached  to  100  people,  (pg.  164,  History  of  N.C. 
Baptists,  Vol.  II,  Paschall) 

His  interest  in  and  support  of  a  better  way  of  life  for 
him,  his  family  and  his  neighbors  has  not  gone 
unnoticed  nor  unappreciated.  The  church  and  the 
school  and  the  community  which  he  so  strongly 
supported,  continues  to  bear  his  name  proudly. 

The  dream  which  George  Reed,  (No.  2)  had  in  his 
heart  to  see  a  functioning  church  in  the  Reeds  X 
Roads  community  will  come  to  pass  but  not  in  his 
lifetime.  He  departed  this  life  on  May  1 5,  1 8 1 5,  some 
19  years  before  the  actual  organization  into  a  church 
on  October  1 2,  1839.  However,  he  left  his  mark  on  the 
community.  The  congregation  that  has  continued  to 
flourish  in  the  community  still  bears  his  name. 

In  1927  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  by 
the  church  which  bears  his  name.  It  is  located  in  the 
oldest  sectionrof  the  church  cemetery.  The  monument 
is  a  four  sided  stone  which  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tions. 


Regan  R.  Reed,  from  Texas,  a  relative  of  George  Reed, 
standing  beside  the  memorial  to  George  Reed  in  the  Reeds 
cemetery. 

l.On  the  west  side  are  the  words,  "George  Reed, 
Born  November  12,  1760,  Died  May  15,  1815 

2.  On  the  north  side  are  the  words,  "Erected  by  Reeds 
Baptist  Church  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1927." 
"In  honor  and  memory  of  George  Reed,  the  donor 
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of  the  land  for  the  church  and  cemetery." 

3.  On  the  south  side  are  the  words,  "Here  lies  the  body 
of  George  Reed  in  the  earth  and  dust,  from  which 
corruption  earth  and  dust  the  Lord  will  raise  me 
up." 

"In  God  We  Trust" 

4.  The  east  side  is  blank. 

We  are  proud  of  the  monument  and  grateful  to  God 
for  the  man  who  is  honored,  but  the  most  lasting 
monument  to  his  memory  is  the  church,  the  communi- 
ty, and  the  school  which  bears  his  name.  These  were  of 
primary  interest  to  him  during  his  lifetime  and  I  think 
that  it  is  most  significant  that  in  his  death  his  witness 
goes  on  through  these  institutions. 


Chapter  II  Functioning  As  An  "Arm"  1795-1839 


Very  little  can  be  known  specifically  about  the 
young  congregation  at  Reeds  Meeting  House  during 
the  majority  of  this  period  of  time.  We  can  only 
assume,  where  records  are  missing,  that  the  church- 
mission  relationship  continued  throughout  all  of  these 
times,  although  it  is  not  always  so  stated.  Of  primary 
interest  to  us  at  this  point  is  the  deed  to  the  property  on 
which  the  meeting  house  stood.  This  deed  is  a  part  of 
this  record  in  chapter  1.  The  original  handwritten 
copy  of  this  deed  is  in  the  posession  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Arlie  and  Meredith  Myers.  At  the  time  that  this 
deed  was  made,  this  area  was  a  part  of  Rowan  County 
and  it  is  recorded  in  the  county  seat  town  of  Salisbury. 
This  deed  is  a  primary  source  of  information  to  us 
about  this  period  of  our  history. 

The  second  source  of  our  knowledge  about  these 
years  1795-1839  is  again  the  records  of  the  Jersey 
Settlement  Church.  To  begin  with,  I  have  simply  gone 
through  the  Jersey  records  and  written  out  the  entries, 
in  which  the  Reeds  Meeting  House  is  mentioned  or 
ones  that  other  familiar  and  recognizable  names  are 
listed,  in  the  exact  language  that  is  used  in  the  record. 

To  do  it  this  way  may  be  somewhat  difficult  to 
understand,  but  one  must  realize  that  these  are  the 
only  facts  available  to  us,  and,  through  the  use  of  our 
imagination  as  we  read  these  entries  will  help  us  to 
rather  loosely  piece  together  what  really  went  on 
during  these  years.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  Reed's 
Meeting  House  is  not  an  organized  church.  It  is  a 


mission  or  "arm"  or  "branch"  of  the  Jersey  Congrega- 
tion. It  was  literally  a  "preaching  station"  where  about 
once  a  month  the  pastor  and  the  Jersey  Congregation 
came  and  met  for  their  services.  The  only  records  that 
would  have  been  kept  would  have  been  those  of  the 
Mother  Church.  It  was  not  until  1834  that  the 
"members  residing  about  Reeds  Meeting  House,  they 
obtained  leave  to  hold  church  meetings  and  receive 
members."  This  would  have  been  a  preliminary  step  to 
to  organization  as  a  church  in  1839. 

The  following  entries  are  found   in  the  Jersey 
Church  records  from  1795-1839: 

September  29th  1797 

the  Church  Met  and  after  prayer  opened  a  dore  for 
Receive  experience  the  Church  agreed  to  hold 
Church  Meeting  at  Reeds  Meeting  house  the  fourth 
Satyrday  and  Sunday  in  every  Month 

July  the  7th  1798 

the  Church  Met  at  Halloways  Meeting  House  and 
after  prayer  opened  a  dore  for  experience  the 
Church  agree  to  hold  Church  Meeting  at  Hallo 
Meeting  House  on  the  second  Sunday  in  the  month 
&  at  Reeds  Meeting  house  on  the  fourth  in  every 
Month,  the  Church  appoints  to  ordain  the  two 
deacons  Brother  James  Rily  and  Brother  Peter 
owen  to  their  Deaconship  on  the  next  Church 
Meeting  day  at  the  Jersey  Meetinghouse  place  and 
finding  nothing  more  to  Do" 
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July  21  1798 

Church  Met  at  Reeds  Meetinghouse  acording  to 
appointment  and  after  Prayer  opened  a  dore  for 
experiance  the  fork  Church  Requests  four  helps  Br 
Durham  Br  Hollis  Br  Barnes  and  Br  Natham  Smith 
apointed,  to  attend  on  Satyrday  Before  the  third 
Sunday  in  august  in  the  fork  Brother  Josiah  owen 
appointed  to  take  a  minnit  of  the  Church  annuelly 
at  Reeds  Meetinghouse 

June  the  15th.  1799 

the  Church  Met  at  Halloways  meeting  House  and 
after  Prayer  opened  a  dore  for  experiance  and 
finding  nothing  to  do  they  procede  to  enter  upon  the 
faires  of  the  Church  the  Chuch  Concludes  to  alter 
Church  meeting  from  the  Jersey  Meeting  house 
place  and  to  hold  Church  meeting  at  Halloways 
meeting  house  and  at  Reeds  Meeting  house  once  in 
every  month  and  to  hold  sacrament  Meeting  on  the 
third  Sunday  in  July  at  Halloways  and  finding 
nothing  more  particular  to  do  & 

Jan.  11  1800 

Met  at  Reeds  Meeting  House  &c 

April  12  1800 

Met  at  Reed's  Meeting  house  &c 

June  the  8th.  1800 

Church  Met  at  Reads  Meeting  House  acording  to 
apointment  and  after  prayer  opened  a  dore  for 
experiance  and  the  Church  agreed  to  remove  the 
next  Meeting  which  is  the  time  of  our  sacrament 
Meeting  to  efford  owen  in  order  to  gather  the 
Church  together  in  order  to  apoint  a  senter  Meeting 
house  and  finding  nothing  more  to  do&c 

Aug.  10  1800 

Met  at  Reeds  Meeting-house  &c 

September  the  14th  1800 

Church  Met  at  Reeds  Meeting  house  and  after 
Prayer  opened  a  dore  for  experiance  and  the  pros- 
eeds  to  apoint  Deligates  to  the  asosiation  and 
Brother  Thomas  Durham  John  Hollis  and  Thomas 
Smith  was  apointed  as  Deligates  to  the  asosiation 
and  finding  nothing  more  to  do  &c 

September  the  21th 

the  Church  met  at  Halloway  Meeting  house  and 
after  Prayer  opened  a  dore  to  Receive  experiance 
and  sukky  greker  offerd  to  the  Church  and  was 
Received  By  experience  and  the  Church  appoints  to 
hold  Church  Meeting  at  the  Jersy  Meeting  house 
and  to  have  no  more  Church  meeting  at  the  upper 
Meeting  house  at  Reeds  nor  Halloways  without  it  is 


on  perticular  occations  after  prayer  Meeting  was 
dismist  Brother  Thomas  Adams  pertition  to  the 
Church  for  a  letter  of  Dismission  and  it  was  granted 
and  sister  Molly  Hedrick  likewise  and  obtained  it 
also 

Saturday  the  December  5th  1802 

The  Church  met  and  after  prayer  A  doore  for 
Experience  was  opened  James  Brigs  Mary  williams 
Nancy  Merrel  McCays  Lydda  Merrels  hager  of- 
ferd. And  was  received  a  matter  between  Brother 
George  Reed  &  Sister  hunt  Entered  Debate  &  Left 
unsettled  &c 

Saturday  October  8th  1803 

The  church  met  and  And  after  prayer  a  way  for  the 
reception  of  members  was  opened  Elezabeth  Coo- 
per offerd  by  Letter  Eve  helsly  and  Gean  Merrel 
Offerd  By  Experiance  &  was  received.  The  matter 
of  Brother  George  Reed  &  Brother  hunt  Brought 
forward  &  Settled  By  the  Church  The  matter  of 
Brother  Englar  &  Brother  Wallin  Left  Discretion- 
ary: the  matter  of  a  black  Brother  &  Sister  To  wit 
Mr.  Bairds  Bob  &  Judge  McCoys  hannah  Brought 
forward  &  Left  Undertermind  &c 

April  1st  1809 

The  Church  Met  and  opened  meeting  in  the  Com- 
mon Manner  Brethern  Henry  Mcguire  &  Lynn 
appointed  to  Cite  &  Admonish  James  Gadberry  to 
meeting  &  the  brethern  Barns  &  Macatee  to  Cite 
Bro  merrell  also  Bro  Dancy  to  Cite  George  reed  to 
meeting  &c 

Saturday  2nd  Novm  1811 

The  Church  met  &  after  prayer  Entered  into 
Conferance  Bro  barns  &  Nunly  appointed  to  ad- 
momish  bro.  Reed  to  Church  meeting  &  bro  Rd 
owen  &  Isaac  wiseman  to  Cite  Bro  yarborough  Bro 
Maccatee  &  br  hunt  to  Cite  Jesse  haden  &c 

Saturday  November  13th  1813 

The  Church  met  Enterd  into  Conferance  appointed 
Bro  Elijah  hunt  &  Josiah  Wiseman  to  Cite  Bro. 
George  Reed  to  meeting 

Ed.  Note:  The  following  several  quotations  are  refer- 
ence to  our  1st  pastor  Rev.  Josiah  Wiseman: 

November  1830 

The  Church  met  and  after  divine  Servise  enter  in  to 
Conference  brother  Josiah  Wiseman  autherised  to 
exersise  his  gift  when  &  where  he  feels  it  duty 

December  1830 

the  Church  met  &  after  divine  Servise  enter  in  to 
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conference  the  Church  autherised  the  Clerk  to  give 
bro.  Josiah  Wiseman  a  letter  to  preach  the  gospel  as 
we  think  he  a  divinely  Called  to  the  work  in  the 
church 

Feb  18th  1832 

The  Church  met  and  after  a  sermon  was  Dilverd  by 
Br  Wiseman  &  then  prceeded  to  set  in  Church 
Conferance 

August  the  17th 

Church  met  after  Divine  servise  by  preceeded  to 
business  agreed  that  we  send  messengers  to  the 
assosiation  appointed  Brother  Josiah  Wiseman, 
George  Smith  and  Humphry  Owen,  agreed  that  we 
have  a  three  days  meeting  in  July  yearly  and  invite 
Minersters  to  attend  with  us  The  Church  take  in 
Consideration  the  quaities  of  Brother  Josiah  Wise- 
man whether  he  shall  be  ordained  or  not  &c 

Satirday  September  the  15th  1832 

Church  met  after  worship  Brother  James  Owen  and 
wife  request  a  letter  of  dismison  granted  A  girl  of 
colour  naimed  Nancy  belonging  to  Wm  Maccay 
offerd  &  was  received  by  experience  Referd  the 
Conclusion  of  the  ordination  of  brother  Josiah 
wiseman  untill  next  church  meeting 

December  the  14th  1832 
The  Church  met  &  hdl  Council  1st  The  Church 
proceeded  to  business  agrred  that  Brother  Josiah 
wiseman  be  ordaind  to  the  ministry  2nd  appointed 
Brother  Humphrey  Owen  Deacon  3rd  The  Church 
request  brother  Richard  Owen,  Clk  of  the  church  to 
send  letters  to  those  thre  Ministering  brethren 
Namely  brother,  Carel,  brother  Pickler  &  Burch 
done  by  order  of  the  Church  to  proced  to  the 
ordination  of  the  above  named  brethren  on  friday  & 
Satirday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  February,  next 
4th  a  Complaint  enterd  against  Brother  Isaac 
Wiseman  and  two  of  the  members  appointed  to  talk 
to  him  on  the  subject  (namely,  brother  Josiah 
Wiseman  and  Sister  Nansey  Wiseman) 

Satirday  February  the  16th  AD  1833 

Church  met  and  proeeded  to  bushiness  lrd  the 
brethren  sent  for  to  ordain  Josiah  Wiseman  to  the 
ministry  &  Brother  Humphry  Owen  Deacon  being 
found  in  order  agrred  that  they  be  ordained  tomor- 
row 

Lordsday  17th 
the  presbytery  met  for  the  ordination  of  the  above 
naimed  bretheren,  agreable  to  request  both  were 
ordained.  After  divine  service  a  petition  was  red 


from  Brother  &  sister  Brigs  requesting  help  (In 
pencil:  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  was  Ordained  Febr 
17th  1833) 

August  3,  1833 

Church  at  Jersey  settlement  met  after  divine  servise 
took  seats  in  church  council  opend  a  door  of 
admitance  appointed  Brother  John  Wilson  to  act  as 
Clerk  for  today  Aaron  Yarbrgh  received  in  fellow- 
ship of  the  Church  by  Experience  (This  is  a  refer- 
ence to  the  conversion  of  one  who  would  later 
become  pastor  at  Reeds) 

Note:  We  make  a  break  in  the  records  at  this  point  as  it 
is  now  that  the  congregation  at  Reeds  X  Roads  is 
allowed  to  begin  to  hold  church  meetings  and  to 
receive  members  and  to  record  their  own  proceed- 
ings even  though  they  still  are  a  part  of  and  must 
report  their  activities  to  and  hold  membership  in  the 
mother  church,  Jersey. 

Now  we  continue  with  the  records  from  Jersey 
Settlement  Church. 

Jersey  Church 

Sunday  2nd  February  1834 

An  application  of  the  members  residing  about 
Reeds  Meeting  House,  they  obtained  leave  to  hold 
Church  meeting  and  receive  members.  Richard 
Owen  appointed  to  record  the  proceedings  and 
make  return  to  the  Church. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

8th  February  1834 

Church  met  and  after  prayer  and  sermon  by  Elder 
Lanier  a  door  opened  for  Experience  when  the 
following  offered  and  was  received  (to  wit)  Joseph 
Lanning,  Sally  Lanning,  &  James  Camish. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

22nd  February  1834 
The  church  met  a  sermon  delivered  by  Elder  Josiah 
Wiseman  a  door  was  the  opened  for  reception  of 
Members  when  the  following  offered  by  Experience 
and  was  received  (to  wit)  Polly  Minor  Jr.  Enos 
Lanning,  Rosey  Lanning,  James  Wamack,  Richard 
Wamack,  Benjamin  Myers,  Elizabeth  Myers,  Eliz- 
abeth Ann  Goss,  Allen  Goss,  Joseph  Trentham, 
Matilda  Minor  and  Nancy  Camish. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

8th  March  1834 

Church  met  and  after  prayer  and  preaching  by 
Elder  Wiseman  a  door  opened  for  Experience  when 
the  following  offered  and  was  received  (to  wit)  Polly 
Hage,  Sally  Lanier,  Elizabeth  Trentham  and  Eliz- 
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abeth  Freemon.  The  Church  chose  Josiah  Wiseman 
to  attend  with  us  the  ensuing  year  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  22nd  March  1834 

After  prayer  a  door  opened  for  reception  of  mem- 
bers when  Molly  a  woman  of  Colour  (Richard 
Ownes)  offered  and  was  received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

10th  May  1834 
Church  met  after  prayer  and  sermon  by  Elder 
Wiseman  a  door  opened  for  reception  of  members 
when  the  following  offered  and  was  reced.  (to  wit) 
Jacob  Gimbell  and  his  wife  Nancy  Gimble,  Nancy 
Smith,  Polly  Cunningham  and  Cloe,  (Jane  Parks) 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  June  28th  1834 

Church  met  after  sermon  and  prayer  a  door  was 
opened  for  reception  of  members,  when  the  fol- 
lowing offered  by  experience  (to  wit)  Rebeckoh 
Peebles  and  Elizabeth  Sowers. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  26th  July  1834 

Church  met  after  sermon  by  Elder  Jas.  Thomas  a 
door  opened  for  Experience  when  the  following 
offered  &  was  received  (to  wit)  Mary  Craver, 
Elizabeth  Roberson,  and  Azarioh  Williams. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

23rd  August  1834 

Church  met  after  prayer  and  sermon  by  Elder 
Josiah  Wiseman  a  door  opened  for  the  reception  of 
members  when  Robt.  Cox  offered  by  Experience 
and  was  received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

4th  October  1834 

Church  met  and  after  prayer  and  sermon  a  door 
opened  for  members  when  Paschal  Minor  and  Polly 
Minor  his  wife  offered  by  Experience  and  was 
received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

9th  November  1834 

Church  met  after  prayer  entered  into  conference. 
Anica  a  Woman  of  Colour  belonging  to  A.J.  Kelly, 
petitioned  the  church  for  a  letter  of  Dismission 
which  was  Granted.  Richard  Owen  to  write  her 
letter. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 
12th  December  1834 
Church  met  entered  into  conference.  Rebecca  Peeb- 


les Petitioned  for  a  letter  of  Dismission  which  was 
granted.  Richard  Owen  to  write  her  a  letter. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Sunday  13th  December  1834 

Church  met  after  prayer  a  door  opened  when 
Zebulin  Minor  was  received  by  Experience. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

10th  January  1835 
Church  met  and  after  prayer  a  door  opened  for 
Experience,  when  Jacob  Craver  Jr.  &  Rachel  Minor 
was  received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  28th  March  1835 

Church  met  a  door  opened  for  reception  of  Mem- 
bers, when  John  R.  Crauer  &  Sarah  his  wife  offered 
&  was  reced. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

April  11th  1835 

Church  met  and  after  Sermon  and  Prayer  a  door 
opened  for  reception  of  Members,  the  following 
offered  and  was  reed  (to  wit)  Lucy  Mcrary  and 
Polly  Low. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  11th  July  1835 

Church  met  and  appointed  Bro  John  Low  to  repre- 
sent this  Branch  of  the  church  in  the  next  Liberty 
association. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

September  13  1835 

Milly  a  woman  of  colour  gillaspies  Petitioned  the 
Church  for  a  letter  of  dismission  which  was  granted 
by  the  Church. 

Jersey  Church 

Saturday  5th  December  1835 

The  church  unanimously  agreed  to  continue  our 
present  Pastor  Elder  Josioh  Wiseman  and  think  he 
ought  to  receive  for  his  services  as  pastor  the 
ensuing  year  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  9th  January  1836 

Church  met  after  Divine  Service  a  door  opened  for 
experience  when  Mary  (robt  Durhams)  offered  and 
was  received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  13th  February  1836 

After  preaching  a  door  opened  for  experience  when 
the  following  offered  and  was  received  (to  wit)  Polly 
Grubb,  Nancy  Grubb,  &  Martha  Minor 
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Reeds  Meeting  House 
12th  March  1836 
Church  met  nothing  comeing  before  the  church. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

September  10th  1836 

Church  met  entered  into  conference  received  by 
Experience  John  Hyer,  Nancy  Miller  &  Sarah 
Womack  —  Dismissed  by  letter  Allen  E.  Goss  and 
his  wife  Betty  Ann  Goss.  Richard  Womack  and  his 
wife  Polly  Womack. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

12th  November  1836 
Church  met  received  Henry  Miller  by  Experience 
and  dismissed  Ruth  (Formerly  Durham)  now  Eaton 
by  letter. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  December  1836 

The  Church  chose  Elder  Josioh  Wiseman  to  attend 
with  us  as  Postor  the  next  year  say  1837 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  January  1837 

The  Church  met  Elder  Josioh  Wiseman  accepted 
the  invitation  to  serve  this  church  the  ensuing  year. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  11th  February  1837 

Church  met  after  prayer  and  sermon  entered  into 
conference  a  complaint  entered  against  Levi  Cam- 
ish  for  intoxication  and  offering  to  Fight  &c. 
appointed  Brethern  John  Low  &  Richard  Owen  to 
Cite  him  to  the  next  meeting  and  answer  the 
complaint. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  11th  March  1837 

The  church  took  up  the  case  of  Levi  Camish 
continued  until  next  meeting,  he  not  being  Present. 
Also  a  complaint  against  Sister  Lucy  Mcrary  for 
disorderly  conduct  not  Stated,  Sister  Jane  Park. 
Sarah  Lanning  &  Agnes  Durham  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  reports. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

April  8th  1837 

Church  met  and  took  up  the  case  of  Levi  Camish, 
continued  the  case  of  Lucy  Mcrary  continued. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  13th  May  1837 

The  church  took  up  the  case  of  Levi  Camish  & 
unanimously  excluded  him  from  their  fellowship  - 
The  complaint  against  Lucy  Mcrary  is  for  seperate- 


ing  from  her  husband  and  liveing  with  an  other  Man 
&C  appointed  Sister  Lanning  to  Cite  her  to  next 
meeting  &  serve  her  with  a  copy  of  the  allegations. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

Saturday  10th  June  1837 

Church  met  and  after  divine  service  entered  into 
conference  took  up  the  case  of  Lucy  Mcrary,  the 
church  believe  the  allegations  against  her  to  be  true 
(on  Adultrus  woman)  &  thus  Exclude  her  from 
their  fellowship. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 

July  8th  1837 

Church  met  of  Service  entered  into  conference. 
Chose  Bro  Azariah  Williames  to  represent  us  in  the 
next  Liberty  association  to  be  held  at  Lick  Creek  on 
Saturday  before  2nd  sabbath  in  August  next. 

Jersey  Church 

Saturday  5th  August  1837 

Church  met  after  prayer  and  sermon  a  door  opened 
for  reception  of  members  when  Sarah  W  Low  & 
Susannoh  Miller  offered  and  was  reed:  -  The 
Church  at  Reeds  are  permitted  to  keep  their  own 
records  and  that  they  have  leave  to  transcribe  all 
their  proceedings  from  our  Church  Book  from  the 
first  time  they  held  church  conference  up  to  this 
time. 

Jersey  Church  Conference 

Saturday  June  2nd  1838 

A  Petition  handed  in  by  Richard  Owen  Clerk  of  the 
Branch  at  Reeds  praying  that  the  following  named 
members  be  dismessed  from  this  church  to  be 
organized  into  a  church  at  that  place  (to  wit) 
Richard  Owen,  Polly  Wamack,  Polly  Owen,  Joseph 
Lanning,  Sarah  Lanning,  James  Camish,  Polly 
Minor,  Enos  Lanning,  Rosannah  Lanning,  James 
Womack,  Benj.  Myers,  Elezabeth  Myers,  Joseph 
Trantham,  Nancy  Camish,  John  Low,  Paschol  Min- 
or, Zebulin  Minor,  Rachel  Minor,  Alexander  R. 
Craver,  Saroh  Craver,  Benjamin  Smith,  Saroh 
Wamack,  Dabiel  Wamack,  Nancy  Smith,  Polly 
Hage,  Nancy  Miller,  Polly  Cunningham,  Polly 
Crouer,  Nancy  Grubb,  Polly  Grubb,  Sally  Craver, 
Jacob  Gamble,  Elizobeth  Gimble,  Polly  Low,  Jacob 
Craver,  Robert  Cox,  Azarioh  Williams,  Lucy  Cra- 
ver, and  Polly  Gobble  —  which  Petition  was  heard 
and  when  the  above  Members  are  organized  into  a 
church  at  Reeds  are  dismissed  from  us. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 
13th  1839 
Church  met  entered  into  conference  a  door  opened 
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for  experience  when  Gessy  prophet  &  Rebecca 
prophet  offered  and  was  received. 

Reeds  Meeting  House 
13th  July  1839 

Church  met  entered  into  conference  a  door  opened 

for  reception  of  members,  the  following  offered  and 

was  received  Daniel  P.  Morris,  Grace  Wiseman, 

Polly  Lanning  &  Elizabeth  Lanning         Richard 

Owen  appointed  to  the  association. 

Jersey  Church  Conference 

Saturday  30th  November  1839 

Church  met  Pastor  absent  appointed  Alfred  Smith 
Moderator  on  Petition  the  following  persons  ob- 
tained letters  of  Dismission  to  join  the  Church  of 
Reeds  to  wit  Gershom  Tussey,  Daniel  P.  Morris, 
Polly  Lanning,  Elizabeth  Lanning,  Hannoh  Grubb, 
Elizobeth  Robertson,  Elizobeth  Potts,  &  Wm. 
Camish  Jr. 

Jersey  Church 

Saturday  31st  October  1840 

A  petition  from  the  Baptist  Church  at  Reeds  X 
Roads  presented  to  this  church  praying  the  Baptist 
Church  at  the  Jersey  Settlement  to  authorize  Bro 
George  Smith  the  Trustee  for  said  church  at  Jersey 
to  convey  by  a  proper  deed  the  lot  of  Ground  and 
House  thereon  designated  and  known  by  the  Name 
of  Reeds  Meeting  House  as  Reed  X  Roads  to  the 
Trustees  &  their  Successors  in  office  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Reeds  Meeting  House  as  Reeds  X  Roads 
as  aforesaid,  whereupon  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
and  ordered  that  the  aforesaid  George  Smith  Trust- 
ee as  aforesaid  do  convey  the  aforesaid  House  & 
Lot  of  land  to  the  Trustees  of  said  Baptist  Church  at 
Reeds  Meeting  House  as  Reeds  X  Roads. 

Thus,  for  45  years  the  "Arm"  has  been  growing  as 
a  part  of  the  larger  body.  Now  it  is  time  for  the 
"Arm"  to  become  a  body  in  its  own  right.  This  will 
be  the  subject  material  for  chapter  3. 


Chapter  III  Organization  And  Formative  Years 

1839-1871 


As  has  been  noted  in  the  previous  chapter,  the 
records  of  the  Jersey  Settlement  Church  show  that  for 
sometime  the  congregation  at  Reeds  Meeting  House 
has  been  preparing  for  and  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  they  could  organize  themselves  into  a  separate 
congregation.  They  had  for  many  years  served  as  a 
meeting  place  for  the  congregation  of  the  Jersey 
Settlement  to  meet  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
settlement.  On  August  5,  1837,  the  Jersey  Church  had 
granted  the  Reeds  Congregation  permission  to  hold 
conference,  accept  members  and  keep  their  own  re- 
cords. On  June  2,  1 838,  a  petition  containing  a  request 
for  39  people  to  be  dismissed  from  the  Jersey  congre- 
gation to  be  organized  into  a  church  at  Reeds  Cross 
Roads.  There  seemed  to  be  activity  on  every  hand.  The 
new  congregation  was  straining  at  the  bits  to  get 
started.  We  can  only  imagine  the  joy  and  the  excite- 
ment of  the  community  and  maybe  the  reluctance  of 
some  for  the  small  body  of  believers  to  try  to  make  it 
on  their  own.  But  the  ground  had  been  well  prepared 
and  the  seeds  well  planted  and  the  "branch"  of  Jersey 
Settlement  Church  was  growing  into  a  full-fledged 
plant  on  its  own. 

During  these  organizational  and  formative  years  of 
1 839- 1 87 1 ,  we  have  basically  two  sources  of  informa- 
tion to  draw  from  concerning  our  history.  The  first  of 
these  is  the  records  of  church  conference  meetings 
beginning  with  November  9,  1839  as  they  have  been 
preserved  for  us  by  Elder  Henry  Sheets  in  his  scrap- 


book.  The  entries  are  very  brief  and  to  the  point, 
sometimes  to  the  extent  that  they  are  difficult  to 
understand.  It  is  necessary  many  times  to  read  be- 
tween the  lines  to  complete  the  thought  that  is  given  in 
the  clerk's  records.  A  good  example  of  this  is  the  entry 
on  December  7,  1839  which  reads  "Rev.  Azariah 
Williams  tenders  his  services  to  the  church  as  pastor, 
which  being  received,  as  adopted  by  the  same."  The 
problem  is  that  Azariah  Williams  is  not  even  licensed 
to  preach  until  October  9,  1841,  and  is  not  ordained  to 
the  ministry  until  October  15,  1844.  We  can  only 
surmise  that  Bro.  Williams  was  a  man  who  was 
capable  of  public  speaking  and  teaching  and  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  the  young  church  and  offered  to  do 
so  as  often  as  the  need  arose  or  when  the  regular  pastor 
could  not  be  present.  It  may  have  been  that  he  had 
already  publicly  announced  his  feelings  concerning  a 
call  from  God  to  the  ministry  of  the  word.  We  do  know 
that  he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  Jersey  congrega- 
tion prior  to  this  time  and  in  1 842  he  became  clerk  of 
the  Liberty  Baptist  Association,  a  position  that  he 
held  for  22  of  the  next  23  years.  This  is  just  one 
example  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  trying  to 
reconstruct  what  really  took  place  during  those  early 
years  from  the  meager  records  that  are  available. 

The  second  basic  source  of  information  that  is 
available  to  us  is  the  records  and  proceedings  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association  which  had  been  organized 
at  Mt.  Tabor  Meeting  House  in  Randolph  County  on 
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Deed  to  1  acre  of  land  purchased  by  Reeds  X  Roads  from 
David  Koontz  —  1842. 

"$5.00  Paid" 


September  24,  1832.  Its  first  annual  session  was  held 
with  the  Jamestown  Congregation  in  Guilford  County 
on  November  17-19,  1832.  The  Jersey  Church  was  a 
charter  member  of  this  group.  A  complete  set  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  are  pre- 
served in  the  Baptist  collection  at  the  Wake  Forest 
University  Library  and  have  been  used  as  the  source 
of  my  information  in  this  area. 

From  this  point  on  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  try  to 
combine  these  two  sources  of  information,  as  well  as 
trying  to  interpret  and  adding  my  own  thoughts  to  the 
story.  This  I  shall  try  to  do  in  this  way.  The  actual 
proceedings  from  the  church  records  will  be  enclosed 
in  quotation  marks  "— "  and  the  information  from  the 
associational  minutes  and  my  own  comments  will 
follow. 

The  organizational  meeting  for  the  church  took 
place  on  Saturday,  October  12,  1839  at  the  Reeds 
Cross  Roads  Meeting  House.  The  record  is  as  follows 
for  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  meetings. 

These  records  are  taken  from  Elder  Henry  Sheets' 


diary.  He  probably  copied  them  from  the  original 
church  records  sometime  during  his  ministry  here 
from  1881-1888. 

"Proceedings  of  the  conference  held  at  Reed's  X 
Roads  Meeting  House  for  the  purpose  of  constituting 
a  church  of  the  arm,  belonging  to  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment Church  October  12th,  1839. 
Members  of  said  arm  met  according  to  previous 
appointment  and  after  preaching,  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness as  follows: 

Appointed  by  the  members  of  said  body  that  brothers 
Josiah  Wiseman  and  Barton  Roby  act  as  a  presbytery 
in  constituting  of  said  body  into  a  church  which  was 
accordingly  adopted.  Then  after  said  brethren  had 
taken  their  seats,  motion  was  made  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  said  body  into  a  church,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  Having  previously  appointed 
Bro.  Richard  Owen  as  clerk  of  the  day,  by  a 
grant  from  the  Jersey  Settlement  Church.  The  names 
of  the  following  members,  belonging  to  the  arm  being 
present:  Richard  Owen,  Polly  Owen,  Enos  Lanning, 
Daniel  Wommack,  Polly.  Womack,  Joseph  Lanning, 
Rosina  Lanning,  Polly  Miaor,  James  Cornish,  Ben- 
jamin Myers,  Joseph  Trantham,  Elisabeth  Myers, 
Nancy  Cornish,  Pascal  Minor,  Alexander  R.  Craver, 
Sarah  Craver,  Benjamin  Smith,  Sarah  Wommack, 
Nancy  Smith,  Polly  Hege,  Polly  Myrick,  Polly  Craver, 
Nancy  Grubb  and  Polly  Tow. 

The  church  being  now  organized,  proceeded  to  ap- 
point P.  Minor  as  clerk,  and  Richard  Owen  and  Daniel 
Wommack  to  act  as  deacons,  all  which  was  submitted 
and  cordially  agreed  to.  Also  to  commune  to-morrow 
and  ordain  deacons. 

The  following,  is  a  certificate  of  the  undersigned 
brethren.  We  Josiah  Wiseman  and  Barton  Roby 
having  been  legally  called  as  a  presbytery,  by  the 
Jersey  Settlement  Church,  have  attended  this  day  at 
Reed's  Meeting  House,  Davidson  County,  N.C.  and 
after  inquiring  into  the  fellowship  and  faith  of  the 
within  named  brethren  and  sisters  do  hereby  pro- 
nounce them  a  gospel  church  and  orthodox  in  the 
faith,  given  under  our  hands  this  day  and  date  above 
written 

Josiah  Wiseman, 
Barton  Roby. 
October  13th  1839.  (Sunday) 

"The  church  convened  and  proceeded  to  ordain  the 
above  named  deacons  by  the  presbytery  according  to 
appointment.  Preaching  by  Bro.  Josiah  Wiseman. 
Then  proceeded  to  hold  communion:  After  which  the 
church  was  dismissed  in  order." 
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The  church  was  thus  begun  with  25  members 
present  for  the  organizational  meeting.  Two  ministers 
were  present  at  the  invitation  of  the  Jersey  Settlement 
Church  to  legally  constitute  the  church.  On  Sunday, 
October  1 3,  the  newly  formed  church  met  to  ordain  its 
first  two  deacons,  Richard  Owens  and  Daniel  Wom- 
mack,  to  hear  preaching  by  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman, 
then  to  observe  communion  for  the  first  time.  Thus 
were  our  beginnings. 

The  following  month  the  clerks  first  entry  in  the 
minute  book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  new  church  was: 

"Nov.  9th  1839 

The  church  convened  and  after  divine  service  pro- 
ceeded to  business  as  follows  Received  the 
following  members  into  the  church  on  a  former 
petition:  to  wit  John  Tow,  Rachel  Minor,  Nancy 
Miller,  Polly  Grubb,  Sarah  Craver  and  Azariah 
Williams." 

The  reference  to  the  "Former  petition"  would  be  that 
these  were  on  the  original  list  of  39  which  had  been 
dismessed  from  the  Jersey  Church  earlier  on  June  2, 
1 839  to  become  members  of  the  new  congregation  at 
Reeds  Cross  Roads  Meeting  House. 

The  following  entry  is  found  in  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment Church  records  with  direct  connection  to  Reeds: 

"Saturday  30th  November  1839 
Church  met  Pastor  absent  appointed  Alfred  Smith 
moderator  on  petition  the  following  persons  ob- 
tained letters  of  dismission  to  join  the  church  at 
Reeds  to  wit  Gershom  Tussey,  Daniel  P.  Morris, 
Polly  Lanning,  Elizabeth  Lanning,  Hannah  Grubb, 
Elizabeth  Robertson,  Elizabeth  Potts,  &  Wm. 
Camish,  Jr." 

This  matches  well  with  the  records  at  Reeds  Cross 
Roads  for  December  1 839  where  the  following  entries 
are  found: 

"December  7th,  1839 

The  church  convened  and  after  divine  services 
proceeded  to  business  as  follows:  Rev.  Azariah 
Williams  tenders  his  services  to  the  church  as 
pastor,  which  being  received,  is  adopted  by  same." 

"On  the  8th  of  December  rec'd  the  following  mem- 
bers by  letter  of  dismission  to  wit:  Gersham  Tussey, 
Daniel  P.  Morris,  Polly  Lanning,  Elizabeth  Lan- 
ning, Hannah  Grubb,  Elizabeth  Robertson,  Eliz- 
abeth Potts  and  William  Cornish." 

Some  interesting  observations  can  be  made  about 
the  information  that  we  have  on  these  first  three 
months  of  the  life  of  the  young  church.  There  were  39 


people  on  the  original  list  of  those  dismissed  from 
Jersey  Settlement  Church,  and  by  December  1 839  the 
church  has  39  members,  but  they  are  not  all  the  same 
people  who  were  on  the  list  from  Jersey.  24  from  the 
Jersey  list  were  present  on  the  day  of  organization, 
plus  one  member  whose  name  was  not  on  the  list.  Then 
in  November,  1839,  six  more  of  the  original  list 
presented  themselves  for  membership.  On  December 
8,  1839,  eight  new  members  were  received  by  letter 
but  none  of  them  were  on  the  original  list  from  Jersey. 
So,  the  records  show  only  30  of  the  original  list  of  39 
actually  joined  the  church  here  in  the  first  three 
months,  plus  9  members  coming  from  other  churches 
or  sources. 

Of  the  39  actual  members  who  had  joined  by 
December,  1 839,  24  were  women  and  1 5  were  men.  Of 
these  24  women,  9  had  the  name  Polly,  4  were  named 
Elizabeth,  and  four  were  named  Sarah.  The  family 
names  among  these  original  39  members  were  6 
Lannings,  4  Cravers,  3  each  of  Wommack,  Minor, 
Cornish,  and  Grubb,  2  each  of  Tow,  Owen,  Myers,  and 
Smith  and  1  each  of  Trantham,  Hege,  Myrick,  Miller, 
Williams,  Morris,  Tussey,  Robertson,  and  Potts. 

In  1840  we  begin  to  find  information  from  both  of 
our  sources.  The  minutes  read: 

"During  the  year  1840  the  church  missed  two 
meetings:  Jan.  and  Aug.  Sept.  meeting  D.  P.  Morris 
was  granted  license  to  exercise  in  public.  On  Dec, 
A.  R.  Craver,  Danl  Wommack  and  James  Cornish 
were  appointed  to  investigate  and  secure  right  of 
land  on  which  church  stands." 

Records  show  for  1 840  Josiah  Wiseman  was  pastor, 
Peter  Minor  was  clerk,  the  Church  had  37  members 
and  was  holding  services  on  the  2nd  Saturday  and 
Sunday  of  each  month. 

The  minutes  of  the  Liberty  Association,  meeting 
with  the  Holloways  congregation  on  Saturday 
Monday,  August  8-10,  lists  the  following  items  of 
business: 

"The  church  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  petitioned  by 
letter  and  delegates  for  admission  into  our  union 
and  was  received." 

The  delegates  mentioned  were  James  Cornish  and 
Richard  Owens.  On  Monday  of  this  session  point  No. 
9  of  the  business  reports  reas  as  follows: 

"Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  reported  that  himself  and 
Elder  Barton  Roby  (from  the  Yadkin  Assn.)  on 
Saturday  before  the  2nd  Sabbath  in  October  last 
constituted  a  church  in  Davidson  County  called 
Reeds  Cross  Roads." 
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These  are  the  first  entries  in  the  minutes  of  the 
association  relating  to  the  Reeds  Congregation. 

D.  P.  Morris  was  the  first  of  15  men  to  be  given  a 
license  to  preach  by  Reeds  church.  He  would  be 
ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  in  1 841  to  become  the 
first  of  10  men  to  be  ordained  as  ministers  of  the 
gospel  by  the  Reeds  Baptist  Church. 

The  reference  here  to  securing  the  rights  to  the  land 
may  require  a  bit  of  explanation.  In  1795  when  the 
land  for  the  Meeting  House  was  secured  from  George 
Reed,  Major  George  Smith  was  designated  by  the 
Jersey  Settlement  Church  to  hold  in  trust  the  title  to 
the  land  on  which  the  meeting  House  stood  since  the 
congregation  here  was  not  legally  a  church.  With  their 
organization  in  1839  into  a  church  with  trustees  of 
their  own,  they  were  now  ready  to  assume  legal  title  to 
their  property.  This  was  done  in  1841  in  the  form  of  a 
new  deed  to  the  property  being  executed  by  George 
Smith  transferring  ownership  of  the  property  to  the 
Reeds  Cross  Roads  Meeting  House  in  the  care  of  their 
Trustees,  Daniel  Wommack,  Alexander  Craver,  and 
James  Cornish.  A  copy  of  this  deed  is  included  here 

"This  indenture  made  this  4th  day  of  January,  1 841 
between  George  Smith  (Major)  of  Davidson  County, 
North  Carolina  &  trustees  of  the  Baptist  Church  or 
congregation  of  the  Jersey  Settlement  in  said  county 
of  the  one  part  and  Daniel  Wommack,  Alexander  R. 
Craver  and  James  Cornish  of  the  County  &  State 
aforesaid  and  trustees  on  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Con- 
gregation at  Reeds  Church  or  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Reeds  Cross  Roads  in  said  County  witnesseth  that 
whereas  George  Reed  on  the  6th  day  of  February  1 795 
by  deed  duly  executed  conveyed  a  tract  of  two  acres  of 
land  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  to  the  congregation  of  the 
Baptist  Society  in  and  adjacent  to  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment to  hold  and  enjoy  to  them  and  their  successors 
forever,  together  with  a  good  spring  of  water  the  most 
convenient  thereto  and  whereas  the  said  George 
Smith  hath  been  appointed  a  trustee  for  the  Baptist 
Church  or  Congregation  at  the  Jersey  Settlement  to 
hold  property  for  the  use  of  said  Religious  Society  and 
whereas  there  has  been  a  new  Meeting  house  erected 
and  Baptist  Church  constituted  on  said  two  acres  at 
Reeds  Cross  Road  and  which  said  Baptist  Church  at 
Reeds  Cross  Roads  hath  appointed  Daniel  Wommack, 
Alexander  R.  Craver  and  James  Cornish  trustees  for 
and  on  behalf  of  said  church  and  to  hold  property  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Baptist  Church  at  Reeds 
Cross  Roads,  and  it  being  the  wish  and  desire  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  the  Jersey  Settlement  and  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  that  the  trustee 


of  the  former  should  convey  said  two  acres  of  land 
together  with  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  spring  to  the 
three  trustees  of  the  latter  church  --  This  indenture 
therefore  witnesseth  that  for  &  in  consideration  of  the 
premises  and  the  further  consideration  of  five  dollars 
to  the  said  George  Smith  in  hand  paid  by  the  said 
Daniel  Wommack,  Alexander  Craver  &  James  Cor- 
nish trustees  as  aforesaid  at  and  before  the  sealing  and 
delivery  of  these  presents  the  receipt  and  payment 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged  he  the  said  George 
Smith  hath  bargained,  sold  and  conveyed  and  by  these 
presents  doth  bargain  sell  alien  convey  and  confirm 
unto  the  said  Daniel  Wommack,  Alexander  R.  Craver 
and  James  Cornish  trustees  for  &  on  behalf  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  in  Davidson 
County  and  their  successors  forever  the  following 
piece  or  parcel  of  land  on  the  South  East  side  of  the 
Guilford  Road  whereon  a  new  Meeting  house  stands 
beginning  at  a  stake  where  a  apple  tree  stood  and 
running  thence  North  1 73/4  poles  to  a  Stake  then  West 
173/4  poles  to  a  Stake,  then  South  1 73/4  poles  to  a 
planted  stone  then  East  direct  to  the  beginning  con- 
taining two  acres  of  land  more  or  less  together  with  the 
use  benefit  &  privilege  of  a  good  spring  of  water  the 
most  convenient  thereto,  together  with  all  woods 
water,  mine,  minerals  &  heriditaments  to  said  two 
acres  of  land  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to 
have  and  to  hold  said  two  acres  of  land  and  the  use 
benefit  &  privilege  of  said  spring  together  with  appur- 
tenances to  the  trustees  as  aforesaid  &  their  suc- 
cessors forever  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads,  and  the  said  George 
Smith  for  himself  &  his  heirs  doth  hereby  covenants  to 
warrant  &  defend  the  title  of  said  two  acres  of  land  & 
use  benefits  &  privilege  of  said  spring  to  said  Wom- 
mack, Craver,  &  Cornish  &  their  successors  forever 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  so  far  as  the  said  G.  Smith  is 
or  may  be  empowered  as  trustee  aforesaid  &  no 
further  In  testimony  whereof  the  said  George  Smith 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed  his  seal  the  day 
and  year  above  written 

Signed  Geo.  Smith  (Seal) 
Sealed  &  Delivered  in  presence  of 
James  Wiseman 
A.  F.  Smith 

North  Carolina     May  Term  1841 
Davidson  County     The  execution  of  the  written  deed 
was  duly  proved  by  James  Wiseman  recorded  and 
ordered  to  be  registered. 

Ch.  Mock  CCC 
Registered  May  31st     1841  by  John  Hains  C.R." 
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1841 
"At  July  meeting  the  church  agreed  to  call  for 
the  ordination  of  Dan'l  P.  Morris.  The  council 
was  composed  of  James   Wiseman,   Benjamin 
Lanier,  Eli  Carroll  and  William  Garner. 

October  9  Azariah  Williams  was  granted  liberty 
to  exercise  in  public  by  exhortation,  etc. 

Dec.  10  Josiah  Wiseman  was  chosen  pastor  for 
next  year.  Failed  to  hold  church  meetings  in  Aug. 
and  Nov.  No  additions  this  year.  Three  dismissed 
by  letter." 

The  minutes  of  the  Association  tell  us  that  Azariah 
Williams,  Gersham  Tussey,  and  D.P.  Morris  were 
messengers  to  the  Associational  meeting  held  at  New 
Friendship  Church.  They  reported  44  members  and  a 
$1.00  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Association. 

1842 
"Association  met  with  the  church  in  August. 
Pastor  (Wiseman)  elected  for  ensueing  year. 
Rec'd  by  letter  3,  by  experience  and  baptism  14. 
No  meeting  in  August." 

This  year,  J.  Kimbrell  joined  Williams  and  Tussey  as 
messengers  to  the  meeting  on  August  20-22.  They 
reported  a  membership  of  45  with  three  additions  by 
letter  and  14  baptisms.  They  contributed  $1.70  to  the 
support  of  the  Association.  Azariah  Williams  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  association. 

1843 
"At  the  March  meeting  Elder  W.  H.  Hamner  was 
chosen  for  this  year.  Bro.  Aaron  Yarborough  was 
chosen  deacon.  Dismissed  by  letter  8.  Rec'd  by 
Baptism  14,  by  letter  1." 

Azariah  Williams,  B.  Myers,  Aaron  Yarborough 
and  A.  R.  Craver  were  messengers  to  the  Association 
and  reported  a  membership  of  53  and  a  contribution  of 
$.72  '/2  to  the  work  of  the  Association. 

A  most  interesting  and  informative  page  is  found  in 
the  beginning  of  an  old  church  minute  book  which 
includes  Articles  of  Faith  and  a  Church  Covenant. 
These  were  adopted  by  the  church  on  June  10,  1843 
during  the  pastorate  of  Elder  Hamner.  These  are 
printed  in  full. 

Articles  of  Faith 
Article  1st.  We  believe  that  there  is  only  one  true  and 
living  God:  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the 
Holy  Ghost,  equal  in  essence,  power  and  Glory;  yet 
these  are  not  three  Gods  but  one  God. 
Article  2nd.  That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 


Testament  are  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  only  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

Article  3rd.  That  Adam  fell  from  his  origional  state  of 
purity,  and  that  human  nature  is  corrupt,  and  that 
man  of  his  own  free  will  and  ability,  is  not  able  to 
regain  the  state  in  which  he  was  primanly  placed. 
Article  4th.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  a  general,  or  universal  Judgment; 
and  that  the  happiness  of  the  rightous,  and  punish- 
ment of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal. 
Article  5th.  That  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  is  a 
congregation  of  faithful  persons  who  have  attained 
fellowship  with  each  other,  and  have  given  themselves 
up  to  the  Lord,  and  one  another,  having  agreed  to  keep 
up  a  Godly  discipline,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Gospel. 

Article  6th.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  that  the  government  thereof  is  with  the 
body. 

Article  7th.  That  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Lord,  and  to  be  continued  by  His 
Church  until  His  second  coming. 
Article  8th.  That  true  believers  are  the  only  fit 
subjects  of  Baptism  and  that  immersion  is  the  only 
mode. 

(There  is  no  article  9) 

Article  10th.  That  the  Church  has  no  right  to  admit 
any  but  regular  baptised  church  members  to  com- 
mune at  the  Lord's  Table. 

(Taken  from  the  first  page  of  a  church  book,  the  first 
conference  entry  is  dated  November,  1879,  with  L.  P. 
Craver  as  clerk.) 

Church  Covenant 
1st;  We  promise  to  attend  regularly  to  our  Church 
meetings,  and  watch  over  each  other  for  good,  and  not 
suffer  sin  to  rest  on  any  Brother  or  Sister  so  far  as  shall 
come  within  our  knowledge,  so  as  to  render  each 
others  communion  unacceptable,  and  to  worship  God, 
and  edify  one  another,  and  help  each  other  under  all 
necessary  circumstances,  and  to  keep  up  a  regular 
ministry  among  us. 

2nd.  We  agree  to  support  the  Gospel  of  Christ  believ- 
ing that  God  has  ordained  in  His  Word  that  they  who 
preach  the  Gospel  shall  live  of  the  Gospel.  This  we  do 
not  in  our  own  strength,  knowing  our  insufficiency,  but 
trusting  in  God  for  His  guidance,  whose  we  are,  and 
ever  desire  to  be,  both  now  and  forever:  And  to  Him  be 
Glory  ascribed  in  the  highest,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

Read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  attached  to 
Church  book. 
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(June  10,  1843) 

Wm.  Hamner,  Moderator 
P.  Minor,  Clerk 
(Taken  from  the  first  page  of  a  Church  book,  the  first 
conference  entry  is  November  1879,  with  L.  P.  Craver 
as  clerk.) 

"At  Jan.  meeting  appointed  A.  R.  Craver,  James 
Cornish  and  Isaac  A.  Parks  to  the  office  of 
deacon. 

May  11th  Gersham  Tussey  licensed  to  exhort. 

Oct.  15th  Azariah  Williams  ordained.  Presby- 
tery: W.  H.  Hamner,  Richfd  Jacks  and  Samuel 
Smith.  Ch.  met  every  month  this  year.  Rec'd  by 
letter  4  by  Bap.  1  Excluded  1.  Nothing  said 
about  a  pastor." 

The  associational  minutes  record  that  A.  R.  Craver 
and  James  Cornish  were  ordained  as  deacons  at  Reeds 
Cross  Roads  on  2nd  Sabbath  in  April  1844.  No 
mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Parks'  ordination.  This  could 
mean  that  he  was  never  ordained  or  that  he  had 
previously  been  ordained  by  some  other  church. 

Insofar  as  I  have  been  able  to  determine,  Gersham 
Tussey  was  never  ordained,  so  never  pastored  any 
church.  Azariah  Williams  is  different,  however,  as  he 
went  on  to  pastor  here  at  Reeds  at  two  different  times 
for  a  total  of  10  years  and  1  month.  A  biographical 
sketch  of  him  will  be  included  in  this  book. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Hamner  is  listed  in  the  Associational 
minutes  as  the  pastor  for  the  year  1844,  along  with 
reports  of  a  membership  of  67  and  contribution  of 
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1845 


"At  March  meeting,  their  then  present  clerk, 
resigned  and  James  A.  Owen  was  elected.  At 
May  meeting  Eld.  Wm.  Turner  was  elected 
pastor  for  this  year.  He  accepted.  No  meetings  in 
Oct.  Nov.  &  Dec.  Excluded  2  this  year." 

A  word  of  explanation  might  be  needed  by  some 
concerning  the  electing  of  pastors  at  this  time. 
Churches  used  what  is  referred  to  as  the  "Annual 
Call"  meaning  that  an  election  for  preacher  was  held 
each  year. 

The  church  listed  53  members  this  year.  No  addi- 
tions of  any  kind. 

1846 
"At  Apr.  meeting  Eld.  Wm.  Turner  was  elected 
pastor.  June  13th  Eld.  Azariah  Williams  called 
to  pastorate  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  No 
meeting  in  Sept  &  Oct.  Bap.  2  Excluded  1.  Dis. 


by  letter  2. 

Evidently  there  was  some  disagreement  between 
the  pastor  and  church  and  Elder  Turner  leaves  in  the 
middle  of  the  year.  Elder  Turner  came  back  on  two 
other  occasions  to  serve  the  church  on  three  occasions 
for  a  total  of  3  years,  2  months.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
sought  after  preachers  in  the  entire  area  as  his 
biographical  sketch  will  indicate.  He  was  replaced  as 
pastor  by  Elder  Azariah  Williams,  a  local  man  who 
had  been  ordained  to  the  ministry  only  two  years 
before.  He  served  the  church  on  two  different  occa- 
sions for  a  total  of  10  years  and  1  month.  To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  he  is  the  only  preacher  to  die  while 
pastoring  this  church,  which  was  on  Nov.  7,  1 865.  He 
was  the  first  of  two  men  (Elder  Aaron  Yarborough 
was  the  other)  who  were  ordained  by  this  church  and 
then  came  back  to  be  elected  pastors.  A  biographical 
sketch  is  included. 

1847 
"May  8th  Azariah  Williams  chosen  pastor  for 
the  remaining  part  of  the  year.  Failed  to  meet  in 
June  and  August." 

The  minutes  of  the  association  states  that  Elder 
Williams  was  one  of  three  pastors  chosen  to  give  two 
months  service  to  missions  in  the  Association  at 
$20.00  per  month.  Membership  is  48  with  no  addi- 
tions for  the  year. 

1848 
"April  8th  Az.  Williams  Chosen  pastor.  Rec.  for 
bap.  12  dismissed  by  letter  4." 

1849 
"At  April  meeting:  ordered  that  church  raise  by 
subscription  money  to  pay  Eld.  Rich'd  Jacks  for 
services  as  missionary  in  this  Association.  Eld  C. 
W.  Bessent  was  elected  as  pastor.  At  July  meet- 
ing, appointed  9th  inst.  at  half  past  9  to  choose  a 
pastor.  Aug.  11th  elected  Elder  Az.  Williams. 
The  church  failed  to  hold  conference  5  times  this 
year.  No  statistics  given." 

Evidently  Elder  Richard  Jacks  was  another  of  the 
pastors  chosen  to  serve  the  association  as  a  missionary 
and  the  churches  had  not  contributed  enough  to  pay 
their  salaries.  The  associational  minutes  list  the  mem- 
bership at  52  with  1 1  baptisms  for  the  year  and  that 
$11.05  was  given  to  home  missions.  This  probably  was 
used  toward  paying  the  salary  of  Elder  Jacks.  At  this 
point  I  am  not  able  to  determine  what  is  meant  by 
"appointed  9th  Inst,  at  half  past  9  to  choose  a  pastor". 
It  seems  that  the  church  issued  a  call  as  pastor  to  Eld. 
C.  W.  Bessent  (of  Davidson  County)  and  he  would  not 
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accept  the  call.  At  the  July  meeting  some  arrange- 
ment was  made  to  meet  on  some  occasion  at  half  past  9 
to  choose  a  pastor.  The  next  month,  however,  Elder 
Az.  Williams  was  elected. 

1850 
"July  meeting  Eld.  Az.  Williams  chosen  as  pas- 
tor. Deacon  A.  R.  Craver  Appointed  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Failed  to  hold  confer- 
ence 5  times.  Bapt.  4,  Dis.  by  letter  3" 

1851 
"Eld.  Az.  Williams  chosen  pastor.  Missed  hold- 
ing 2  meetings,  Bap.  3,  Dismissed  by  letter  3. 
Excluded  2." 

1852 
"July  meeting.  On  motion  it  was  agreed  for  each 
head  of  a  family  to  pay  .50  cents  yearly  (and  as 
much  more  as  they  felt  able)  into  a  fund  for  the 
support  of  the  poor.  Bro.  A.  R.  Craver  was 
appointed  to  hold  the  funds.  Aug.  elected  A. 
Williams  as  pastor.  Bapt.  10,  Ex.  2,  Rec'd  by 
letter  3." 

The  years  seem  to  be  going  by  rather  uneventfully 
until  1852.  J.  H.  Owens  J.  A.  Cornish  and  J.  Craver 
were  messengers  to  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
and  reported  56  members,  $1.00  Associational  contri- 
bution on  this  very  significant  report.  Reeds  has  the 
only  Sunday  School  reported  in  the  minutes  -  -  up- 
wards of  40  scholars.  Other  churches  and  groups  were 
meeting  periodically  but  not  on  a  regular  basis. 

1853 
"July  Eld.  Az.  Williams  chosen  pastor.  Also  Bro. 
A.  Yarborough  granted  license  to  preach.  Held 
conference  every  month.  Bapt.  7,  Dis.  by  letter 


1." 


854 


"March.  Resolved  to  call  the  names  of  all  male 
members  and  those  who  miss  three  times  shall  be 
visited  by  a  committee.  Ordered  to  buy  a  Bible 
and  hymn  book  for  the  church. 

July.  Az.  Williams  chosen  pastor.  Nov.  calling 
the  roll  discontinued.  Dec.  Eld.  Williams  resigns 
care  of  the  church.  Eld.  Wm.  Turner  chosen 
pastor.  Bap.  4." 

According  to  the  Associational  minutes  there  is  still 
only  one  Sunday  School  reported  in  the  Association, 
that  at  Reeds.  Also,  for  the  first  time  in  the  records 
there  is  a  distinction  made  in  the  membership  and  the 
report  says  that  Reeds  had  62  white  and  2  colored 


Restored  Bible  that  may  well  have  been  the  Bible  referred  to 
here.  The  hymnbook  would  probably  have  looked  like  this 
one. 

member.  This  also  is  the  first  mention  of  a  hymn  book 
in  any  of  the  records  of  the  church.  The  association 
met  with  the  Reeds  Church  again  this  year. 

1855 
"March.  Eld.  Turner  cannot  serve  the  church. 
April.  Eld.  Amos  Weaver  chosen  pastor. 
May.  Bro.  Weaver  accepted  the  call.  Bap.  4,  Ex. 
2,  Dismissed  by  letter  1" 

Elder  Amos  Weaver  served  the  church  for  one  year. 
This  year  the  membership  was  listed  as  68  white  and  3 
colored.  I.  A.  Parkes,  J.  A.  Cornish,  and  A.  Wood  were 
messengers  to  the  association.  A  biographical  sketch 
of  Elder  Weaver  is  included  in  the  summary  section  of 
the  book. 

1856 
"March.  Eld.  Weaver  resigned. 
April.   Chose   Eld.   Wm   Lambeth  pastor.   He 
charges  a  salary  of  $40. 

Aug.  John  A.  Cornish  was  licensed  to  preach. 
Dec.  Eld.  Lambeth  chosen  as  pastor  for  next 
year. 

Salary  same  —  $40.  Bap.  2  Ex.  2.  Rec'd  by  letter 
1.  Dismissed  by  letter  2" 

This  is  the  first  mention  of  a  stated  salary  for  the 
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church  —  $40.  per  year.  Elder  Lambeth  lived  most  of 
his  life  and  most  of  his  service  to  churches  were  in  the 
Salisbury  area.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  there  in  the 
city  cemetery. 

1857 
"Dec.  Eld.  Wm.  Lambeth  chosen  pastor  for  next 
year.  Rec'd  by  letter  1,  Dis.  by  letter  1" 

1858 
"Dec.  Eld.  Wm.  Turner  elected  pastor  for  next 
year.    Bap.   4.    Restored    1    Rec'd   by   letter    1. 
Excluded  3" 

1859 
"January.  Elder  said  he  would  serve  the  church 
for  $75.00.  The  church  agreed  to  pay  it.  I.  A. 
Parks  clerk.  Rec'd  by  letter  2.  Excluded  1" 

Elder  Turner  is  back  for  the  second  time  as  pastor.  A 
new  clerk  is  elected  to  replace  James  A.  Owens  who 
has  served  the  church  in  that  capacity  for  the  past  14 
years.  I.  A.  Park,  J.  H.  Owen,  and  A.  R.  Craver  are 
messengers  to  the  association  and  report  65  whites  and 
3  colored  as  members.  The  meeting  date  was  changed 
to  the  3rd  Sat.  and  Sunday,  probably  to  accommodate 
Elder  Turner  who  probably  was  preaching  at  least 
three  other  churches. 

1860 
"The  church  failed  to  hold  7  conferences  out  of 
12.  Dismissed  by  letter  1-" 

1861 
"January.  The  church  elected  Eld.  J.  B.  Jackson 
for  this  year  as  pastor. 
Agreed  to  pay  him  $65. 

Dec.  Bro.  Aaron  Yarborough  was  set  apart  for 
ordination.  Failed  to  meet  5  times.  No  statistics." 
For  some  unknown  reason,  no  information  was  sent 
by  our  church  to  the  association  for  the  year  1861. 

1862 
"May.  On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  brethren 
Aaron  Yarborough  and  John  A.  Cornish  be 
ordained  at  our  next  meeting.  Presbytery:  Az. 
Williams  and  S.  W.  Howerton. 
Dec.  Eld.  J.  B.  Jackson  chosen  pastor  for  next 
year.  Failed  to  hold  conference  7  times." 

The  church  moved  their  meeting  date  back  to  the 
2nd  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each  month. 

1863 
"Sept.  A  member  cited  to  appear  before  the 
church  on  account  of  repeatedly  neglecting  to 
attend  church. 

Met  twice  this  year  April  and  Septe.  Excluded 
3." 


Elder  J.  B.  Jackson  is  listed  in  the  Associational 
minutes  as  pastor  and  A.  R.  Craver,  J.  H.  Owen,  and 
M.  Leonard  were  messengers.  The  membership  at  this 
point  is  59  and  the  contribution  to  the  work  of  the 
association  is  $6.50  but  there  is  a  notation  along  side 
of  the  amount  indicating  that  contributions  were  in 
confederate  war  money. 

1864 
"April.    Eld.   Az.    Williams  chosen   pastor  till 
January. 

Nov.   Eld.  J.  A.  Cornish  granted  privilege  to 
receive  and  baptize  members  at  Muddy  Creek. 
He  reported  as  having  baptized  1st  time  4,  2nd 
time  2,  3rd  time  1,  4th  time  4. 
Missed  7  conferences.  Bapt.  2." 

Elder  Azariah  Williams  is  back  for  his  second  term 
as  pastor,  and  one  of  their  recently  ordained  ministers 
Elder  J.  A.  Cornish,  is  preaching  at  a  place  called 
Muddy  Creek  and  the  Lord  is  blessing  his  ministry 
there  with  many  souls.  He  is  authorized  to  baptize 
them  in  the  name  of  Reeds  Cross  Roads  as  in  all 
probability  there  is  no  established  church  at  that  place 
yet. 

1865 
"Feb.  Az.  Williams  chosen  pastor.  At  Nov.  meet- 
ing the  death  of  Bro.  Williams  reported.  He  dies 
on  the  7th  day  of  Nov.  1865. 
Eld.  A.  Yarborough  chosen  pastor  for  next  year. 
Ex.  1  Dis.  by  letter  8." 

A  very  sad  time  for  the  church.  A  Son  in  the 
ministry  and  one  who  has  served  well  as  a  beloved 
pastor  for  more  than  10  years  has  died  while  serving 
Reeds  Church  as  pastor. 

A  further  factor  in  the  sadness  was  that  the  Civil 
War  had  just  closed  and  there  was  no  meeting  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association  for  the  year  1865.  Elder 
Henry  Sheets  makes  this  notation  about  the  year 
1 865.  "The  Civil  War  has  just  closed.  The  people  were 
in  such  condition  —  many  had  been  killed  in  the  war, 
distress  reigned  upon  every  hand  and  society  was  so 
disorganized  that  the  session  for  1865  was  not  held." 

Another  native  son,  Aaron  Yarborough,  is  called  to 
serve  as  pastor  at  the  death  of  Eld.  Azariah  Williams, 
and  Eld.  Yarborough  will  serve  as  pastor  for  the  next  4 
years. 

1866 
"Dec.  chose  Eld.  A.  Yarborough  for  pastor  next 
year.  Rec'd  by  bap.  15,  Rec'd  by  certificate  1, 
Dis.  by  letter  1" 
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1867 
"Bro.   I.  A.  Parks  tendered  his  resignation  as 
clerk.  Accepted.  Bro  J.  H.  Owens  was  elected  in 
his  stead.  Excluded  1" 

1868 
"August.    Eld.   J.    A.    Cornish   and   wife   were 
granted  letters  of  dismission.   Bapt.  4,   Ex.   2, 
Dismissed  by  letter  3." 

Elder  Aaron  Yarborough  is  still  listed  as  pastor  in 
1868  and  R.  S.  Green  is  elected  as  clerk.  J.  N.  Myers, 
J.  A.  Craver  and  J.  H.  Owens  attended  the  Associa- 
tion as  messengers  and  reported  a  membership  of  68 
and  a  contribution  of  $2.00  for  associational  missions. 


Tombstone  for  Elder  Aaron  Yarbrough,  a  former  pastor  of 
Reeds.  So  far  as  I  can  determine,  he  is  the  only  former  pastor 
buried  in  our  cemetery. 


1869 
"January  Eld.  A  Yarborough  was  elected  for  the 
year.  Feby,  Alfred  Wood  and  J.  H.  Owen  elected 
deacons.  They  were  ordained  in  June.  Presby- 
tery, Elds.  P.  Oliver,  W.H.  Hamner,  and  pastor. 
Dec.  Eld.  P.  Oliver  chosen  pastor  for  next  year. 
Dismissed  by  letter  2." 

Associational  records  show  66  white  and  2  colored 
members,  still  meeting  on  the  2nd  Saturday  and 
Sunday  of  each  month. 


1870 
A  new  pastor  is  called  to  serve  the  church  beginning 
in  1870  and  will  continue  through  1871.  Most  often 
we  find  him  referred  to  as  Elder  P.  Oliver.  The  given 
name  is  Pinkney.  The  church  records  for  this  year  is 
very  short. 

"Nov.  Eld.  P.  Oliver  was  chosen  pastor  for  next 
year.  Dismissed  by  letter  2.  Excluded  3." 
Associational  entries  show  that  Michael  Leonard, 
Alvaren  Leonard  and  WM.  A.  Livengood  were  the 
messengers  to  the  association  and  that  a  new  church 
clerk  had  been  chosen.  He  was  J.  H.  Owen  who  had 
served  previously.  60  whites  and  4  colored  were  the 
members.  The  church  reported  7  additions  by  bap- 
tism. 

1871 
"March,  The  building  of  a  new  house  taken  into 
consideration.  A.  R.  Craver,  Alfred  Wood  and 
Anderson  Gobble  were  appointed  a  building 
committee.  Nov.,  Pastor  aided  in  a  protracted 
meeting  by  Eld.  H.  Morton  and  Elijah  Allison. 
Rec'd  for  bap.  during  the  meeting  10.  Eld.  E. 
Allison  chosen  pastor  for  the  next  year.  Baptised 
12.  Rec'd  by  letter  2." 

In  the  last  year  of  the  pastorate  of  Eld.  P.  Oliver 
seemed  to  be  a  good  year,  however,  Liberty  Associa- 
tion records  show  that  actually  the  church  has  de- 
creased in  total  membership.  Messengers  to  the  Liber- 
ty Association  were  D.  C.  Craver,  Alfred  Wood  and  J. 
H.  Owen.  They  report  a  membership  of  only  57  whites 
and  2  colored.  A  Sunday  School  is  reported  with  a 
membership  of  30. 

The  most  significant  event  of  this  year  would  have 
to  be  the  building  of  a  new  Church  house.  In  all 
probability  this  would  have  been  the  first  building 
using  sawed  lumber  as  opposed  to  logs.  This  1871 
building  would  be  the  building  that  several  living 
members  of  our  congregation  still  remember.  It  would 
serve  as  the  meeting  house  until  shortly  after  1907 
when  a  new  building  was  authorized  and  begun.  The 
old  building  was  purchased  at  public  auction  by  Mr. 
Cleveland  Myers  and  removed  from  the  premises.  A 
line  drawing  of  this  building  was  published  in  the 
Lexington  Dispatch  in  1904  along  with  an  article 
about  the  Church  written  by  Elder  Henry  Sheets.  This 
was  a  part  of  a  series  of  articles  about  early  Baptist 
Churches  in  Davidson  County.  The  material  in  these 
articles  is  essentially  the  same  material  that  Elder 
Sheets  included  in  his  book,  A  History  Of  The  Liberty 
Baptist  Association.  A  copy  of  this  book  is  a  part  of 
the  history  collection  in  our  Church  Library. 
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A  line  drawing  of  the  building  which  served  as  a  house  of  worship  for  Reeds  Baptist  Church  from  1871  until  sometime  in  1908.  The 
addition  to  the  right  side  of  the  building  was  made  around  1900. 


Chapter  IV  Years  of  Growth  1871-1910 


Material  for  the  period  1871-1879  will  have  to 
come  largely  from  the  associational  minutes  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association  since  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  any  actual  records  of  the  church  for  these 
years.  The  reason  for  beginning  a  new  chapter  at  this 
point  is  that  a  new  church  building  has  been  built  that 
will  serve  as  the  meeting  place  for  the  congregation  of 
Reeds  X  Roads  Church  until  it  is  replaced  in  1907. 


The  year  1871  ends  the  ministry  of  Elder  Pinkney 
Oliver,  and  Elder  Elijah  Allison  is  elected  pastor  for 
1872.  The  report  to  the  Liberty  Association  shows  a 
total  membership  of  59,  51  white  and  2  colored.  The 
Sunday  School  is  30  and  a  contribution  of  1.25  is  sent 
for  the  work  of  the  Association.  D.C.  Craver,  Alfred 
Wood  and  J.H.  Owen  are  sent  as  messengers  to  the 
Association  which  met  at  New  Friendship  Church 


Standing  in  front  of  the  1871  building 
Men,  left  to  right:  Goshen  McCullough,  Cicero  Wood,  Dr.  Burrell  C.  Gobble,  Albert  Walser.  Ladies,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Madison  Shoaf, 
Mrs.  Albert  Walser,  Mrs.  Dan  Cope,  Mrs.  Fannie  Snyder,  Mrs.  Sallie  Wood,  Mrs.  America  Gobble,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Foster,  Mary  Ann 
Gobble.  Children,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  James  Hall,  Mrs.  Esther  Lowman,  unidentified. 


24 


An  Arm  Which  Became  A  Body 


with  Elder  W.M.  Turner  as  moderator  and  J.H.  Owen 
from  Reeds  serving  as  clerk. 

1872  begins  a  period  of  growth  under  the  very 
capable  leadership  of  Pastor  Allison,  with  members 
jumping  from  59  in  1871  to  79  in  1872,  and  by  1882 
the  total  membership  reaching  102  for  the  first  time. 
The  Liberty  Association  met  with  Reeds  X  Roads  in 
1875.  (See  Summary  No.  5  for  additional  info) 

Pastoral  changes  occurred  in  1874,  Elder  H.  Mor- 
ton; and  1877,  Elder  John  F.  Redwine. 

The  next  real  source  of  information  that  we  have  is 
a  church  minute  book  that  belongs  to  the  family  of  the 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arlie  Myers  and  the  entries  in  that 
book  begin  with  November,  1879.  This  is  a  very 
interesting  book  and  previously  in  chapter  3  we 
printed  the  articles  of  faith  and  church  covenant  that 
were  the  first  entries  in  that  book.  They  had  been 
copied  from  the  previous  book,  and  the  November, 
1879  minutes  are  so  significant  that  I  want  to  copy 
them  in  full.  They  give  us  a  good  look  at  the  leadership 
and  organization  of  the  church  as  it  existed  in  1879. 

November,  1879 
"Services  by  the  pastor  Rev.  John  Redwine.  The 
roll  in  the  new  book  called  over.  On  motion  that  Bros. 
Michael  Leonard,  A.R.  Craver  and  the  pastor  be  a 
committee  of  religous  exercise  during  the  meeting. 
On  motion  that  Bros.  R.B.  Myers  and  John  M. 
Foster  to  consult  with  Rev.  Redwine  whether  he  will 
serve  the  church  next  year. 

Move  that  the  church  clerk  bring  the  church  book 
every  six  months  and  read  the  proceedings. 

On  motion  that  the  church  approve  what  clerk  has 
done  in  revising  the  old  church  book. 

On  motion  by  Bro.  A.  Wood  that  is  be  put  on  record 
in  the  church  book,  that  the  church  return  its  heart- 
felt thanks  to  Mr.  J.W.  Finch  of  Lexington  for  the 
present  of  their  new  book." 

Adjourn 

L.P.  Craver,  clerk 
Services  were  held  regularly  during  1 880  with  some 
three  significant  happenings  mentioned  in  the  records. 
A  case  was  brought  against  sister  Alice  Grubb  for 
disorderly  conduct,  and  the  conference  voted  to  ex- 
clude her  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

The  protracted  meeting  was  held  in  August  with  the 
pastor,  Elder  John  F.  Redwine  and  Elder  Henry  Sheets 
present  to  do  the  preaching.  Church  membership  for 
this  year  was  83. 

The  third  happening  was  that  in  November,  the 
church  voted  to  elect  a  new  pastor.  Their  choice  was 
Elder  Henry  Sheets  who  would  become  pastor  and 
remain  until  1887. 


1881  was  a  good  year  for  the  church  under  the 
leadership  of  Elder  Sheets.  The  protracted  meeting 
was  held  in  August  with  Elder  Sheets  and  Elder 
Thomas  Carrick  preaching.  "The  church  was  greatly 
revived,"  with  the  following  persons  being  received  for 
baptism.  Sallie  Wood,  C.A.  Wood,  Drucilla  Wood, 
Synthie  Brooks,  Sallie  Brooks,  Jefferson  Lanning, 
Alex  Lanning,  Mary  Lanning,  C.P.  Craver,  Lizzie 
Warner,  R.J.  Warner  and  Lillie  Lomax.  In  September, 
the  following  presented  themselves  for  baptism.  W.M. 
Warner,  Wesley  Lanning,  Anderson  Lanning,  Charles 
Snider,  Theby  Lanning,  Catherine  Lanning,  Eli 
Jenkins,  R.  Jenkins,  Alex  Swicegood.  These  candi- 
dates were  baptised  on  Sunday.  In  October  two  others 
were  received  and  baptised.  They  were  Ellen  Wood 
and  Anderson  Gobble.  Bro.  George  Livingood  came 
by  letter  from  Cross  Roads  Church. 

During  the  year  1881  only  one  case  of  church 
discipline  was  recorded.  Sister  P.  Brooks  was  reported  in 
June  to  be  living  unbecoming;  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  look  into  the  matter.  In  the  July  meeting 
the  committee  reported  that  the  accusation  was  true  and 
she  was  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  church  had  continued  the 
practice  in  electing  pastors  that  is  referred  to  as  'the 
annual  call'.  This  simply  meant  that  toward  the  end  of 
each  year  the  church  voted  on  who  they  wanted  for 
their  pastor  each  year.  They  might  call  the  same  man 
or  a  new  pastor  might  be  called  each  year.  In  October 
of  1881  a  motion  was  made  and  passed  by  the  church 
that  "the  church  elect  a  pastor  for  no  indeffinit  time 
which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Elder  Sheets."  In 
December  Elder  Sheets  reports  to  the  church  that  he 
will  "serve  the  church  as  long  as  agreeable."  This  was 
a  real  step  forward  at  this  time  as  the  annual  call  was 
the  accepted  practice  for  most  churches. 

Two  new  trustees  were  appointed  by  the  church  to 
serve  with  A.R.  Craver.  The  new  men  were  J.M. 
Foster  and  R.B.  Myers. 

A  most  interesting  fact  in  1881  comes  from  the 
Associational  Minutes  which  reveals  to  us  that  the 
Sunday  School  at  Reeds  was  the  largest  in  the  Asso- 
ciation with  150  scholars,  and  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  was  H.M.  Stockton. 

With  a  regular  pastor  now  serving  the  church,  and 
their  meetings  scheduled  every  1st  Saturday  and 
Sunday  following,  everything  seems  set  for  real 
growth  in  numbers,  fellowship  and  learning. 

1882  begins  with  the  appointing  of  a  committee  to 
solicit  money  for  education  of  young  ministers,  and 
that  committee  is  to  serve  until  the  next  meeting  but 
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the  church  failed  to  meet  in  February.  In  March  Elder 
F.S.  Conrad  conducted  the  services.  No  further  men- 
tion of  the  education  of  young  ministers  until  Febru- 
ary, 1883  when  "Bro.  Stockton  appointed  to  take  up 
collection  for  education  at  Wake  Forest  College. 
Several  cases  of  church  discipline  were  brought  up 
with  some  being  investigated  by  specially  appointed 
committees. 


1905-1906  —  S.S.  Record  Book 
1883  —  S.S.  Lesson  Book 

1 883  begins  with  one  female  member  of  the  church 
being  disfellowshipped  for  "living  disorderly".  In  May 
of  this  year  Bro.  A.R.  Craver  "tendered  his  resigna- 
tion as  deacon  of  the  church  on  account  of  old  age." 
He  had  been  ordained  as  a  deacon  in  January  of  1 844 
and  had  served  continuously  since  that  time.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  and  plans  were  made  for  a 
new  deacon  to  be  appointed  at  the  June  meeting  of  the 
church.  At  this  meeting  there  is  the  following  entry  in 
the  minutes. 

"On  motion  of  Bro.  Michael  Leonard  that  Bro. 
John  M.  Foster,  Jefferson  Lanning  and  H.M.  Stock- 
ton be  ordain  as  deacon.  Move  and  second  the  above 
brethren  be  elected  for  the  office  of  deacon,  elected 


unanimously."  Elder  Thompson  was  invited  by  the 
church  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  ordain  these  men. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  protracted  meeting  to 
begin  on  the  5th  Sunday  of  July,  and  out  of  this 
meeting  the  following  candidates  for  baptism  were 
received;  W.M.  Myers,  Sally  Myers.  W.W.  Keler,  C  A. 
Fritts,  J.H.  Walser  and  Eliza  Walser. 

Church  conference  is  being  held  very  regularly 
during  the  ministry  of  Elder  Henry  Sheets  who  will 
remain  as  pastor  until  March  of  1888.  A  regular 
practice  at  this  time  is  to  call  for  the  "Health  of  the 
church".  At  other  times  this  call  has  been  for  the 
"peace  and  fellowship  of  the  church.  The  reason  for 
this  is  to  see  that  everyone  is  in  fellowship  with  the 
church  and  with  each  other.  If  there  is  any  disagree- 
ment, or  anyone  knows  of  a  church  member  who  is  not 
living  up  to  his  profession,  then  a  charge  is  brought 
against  that  member,  and  a  committee  is  appointed  by 
the  church  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  church  in 
determining  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  party 
charged,  and  then  the  committee  reports  back  to  the 
church  at  a  later  conference.  If  the  party  is  judged  to 
be  guilty,  then  they  are  given  an  opportunity  to  confess 
and  to  ask  forgiveness  of  the  church.  If  they  ask 
forgiveness  the  church  is  quick  to  forgive.  If  they  do 
not  answer  the  church  to  their  satisfaction  of  the  body, 
then  they  do  no  hesitate  to  withdraw  fellowship.  Many 
of  the  charges  brought  are  for  "drinking  too  much", 
"non  attending",  "living  in  adultry,"  "fighting",  "non 
support  of  the  church". 

We  sometimes  laugh  at  the  way  that  church  disci- 
pline was  handled  in  those  days,  but  I  wonder  if  we 
have  not  gone  too  far  in  the  other  direction  until  now 
we  have  no  discipline  at  all. 

During  1884,  things  go  well,  J.H.  Walser  is  appoin- 
ted to  "finish  raising  the  Foreign  Missions  pledge",  and 
L.P.  Craver  to  raise  money  for  education.  In  the  annual 
letter  to  the  Liberty  Association  the  church  pledged 
$10.00  for  associational  missions,  $5.00  for  Foreign 
Missions  and  $5.00  for  State  Missions.  No  mention  is 
made  of  the  protracted  meeting  this  year  and  only  one 
baptism  is  reported  to  the  Association.  The  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  102,  and  W.B.  Hunt  is  Sunday 
School  Director  which  has  a  membership  of  155. 

One  very  interesting  notation  is  found  in  December, 
1884,  and  a  follow  up  reference  is  made  to  it  in  the 
January,  1885  minutes  of  the  church  conference.  It 
says  "the  ( H )  arbor  be  in  bad  condition.  It  was  decided 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  it  and  report  what 
they  think  best  to  do  with  it." 

The  January,  1885,  minutes  gives  the  committee 
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report;  "The  committee  reports  that  the  (H)  arbor  is 
not  worth  repairing  and  suggest  it  be  sold. 

In  all  probability  this  is  a  reference  to  a  "brush 
arbor"  or  as  we  might  be  more  familiar  with,  a  camp 
meeting  place.  This  was  probably  a  place  on  the 
church  grounds  where  during  the  summer  months 
preaching  services  or  revival  (protracted)  meetings 
could  be  held,  or  special  services  when  it  was  not 
comfortable  or  convenient  to  meet  in  the  building. 
There  are  references  in  associational  minutes,  where 
at  associational  meeting  times  more  than  one  preach- 
ing service  at  a  time  was  being  held  "at  the  stand" 
while  the  regular  services  were  being  held  in  the 
building.  What  has  happened  here  is  that  the  brush 
arbor  is  no  longer  functional  and  the  committee  feels 
that  is  is  no  longer  needed,  so  it  is  to  be  sold. 

In  March,  1885,  the  church  votes  to  change  its 
meeting  date  "from  1st  to  2nd  Sabbath  in  each 
month."  No  reason  is  given  but  it  most  often  was  done 
to  accommodate  a  pastor  who  wanted  to  take  on 


another  church.  Many  of  them  pastored  2  to  5 
churches  at  a  time. 

During  August  the  protracted  meeting  was  held 
with  the  following  persons  presenting  themselves  as 
candidates  for  baptism:  L.G.  Craver,  Ellen  Walser, 
Fannie  Myers,  Emma  Hunt,  Catherine  Massey,  B.C. 
Gobble,  Mattie  V.  Massey,  Mary  Alice  Foster  and 
H.L.  Foster.  The  church  votes  to  "thank  Elder  J.H. 
Booth  for  his  noble  work  he  has  done  in  our  meeting". 

Note:  The  following  month  two  other  people  joined 
the  church  for  baptism  making  eleven  baptisms  out  of 
the  summer  revival.  In  December,  Madison 
Swicegood  also  presented  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
baptism.  The  church  reported  to  the  association  13 
baptisms  for  the  year. 

A  somewhat  common  problem  of  these  times  sur- 
faces in  December,  1885.  The  church  "move  and 
second  that  a  collection  be  taken  up  for  Elder  Sheets 
on  back  salary".  For  the  next  several  years  this  will 
prove  to  be  a  problem.  Many  pastors  were  forced  to 


1935  Picture  of  Community  leaders  —  standing  beside  the  1910-1958  Church  building. 
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wait  several  years  to  receive  the  promised  salary. 

The  year  1885  closes  with  Henry  Sheets  as  pastor, 
L.P.  Craver  as  clerk. 

March,  1886  finds  Sister  Sarah  Bruff  calling  on  the 
church  "for  necessities  of  life".  A  committee  or  two, 
Bro.  H.M.  Stockton  and  J.  Lanning  was  appointed  to 
see  after  contributions  for  her,  and  in  April  they  report 
contributions  of  $7.83. 

In  the  June  and  July  meetings  a  committee  to  be 
called  a  spiritual  committee  is  authorized  and  appoin- 
ted. They  were  Bro.  J.H.  Walser,  Bro.  D.C.  Craver, 
Bro.  Jefferson  Lanning,  Bro.  James  A.  Myers  and 
Bro.  W.B.  Hunt.  The  work  of  this  committee  becomes 
apparent  in  August  as  they  report  to  the  church  that 
"Bro.  R.B.  Gentles  and  Alvane  Leonard  has  not  been 
to  church  in  twelve  months",  and  that  "Bro.  John 
Beanblossem  has  been  dancing  and  playing  cards." 
Special  committees  are  appointed  to  "sight  them  to 
the  church".  This  will  become  the  pattern  for  some 
time  as  the  spiritual  committee  seeks  to  cleanse  and 
purify  the  fellowship. 

The  August,  1886  protracted  meetings  produced 
the  following  candidates  for  baptism,  C.R.  Myers, 
John  A.  Stockton,  C.R.  Myers,  Jr.  Laura  C  Walser, 
Mary  Myers,  Mallie  R.  Stockton,  Julia  L.  Myers, 
Mittie  R.  Gobble,  Carrie  A.  Smith,  Laura  J.  Owens, 
Lindy  J.  Shoaf  and  Alice  R.  Shoaf. 

In  October,  the  spiritual  committee  cites  five  more 
people  to  the  church  for  "noneattendance".  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  contact  these  persons  and  to 
report  to  the  church.  In  November  Bro.  B.C.  Orrell 
was  cited  for  the  same  offense.  These  cases  will  be 
dealt  with  over  the  next  several  months  as  the  church 
tries  to  reclaim  its  erring  members. 

One  of  these,  Bro.  J.N.  Craver,  sends  a  report  to  the 
church  that  he  would  not  come  when  the  present 
pastor  continued.  Evidently,  he  was  saying  that  as  long 
as  Elder  Henry  Sheets  continued  as  pastor  of  the 
church  he  would  not  attend. 

Then,  in  that  same  December,  1886  conference, 
Elder  Sheets  "tendered  his  resignation  as  pastor. 
Moved  and  second  to  elect  a  new  pastor  which 
resulted  in  the  reelection  of  Elder  Sheets.  Elder  Sheets 
will  continue  as  pastor  until  March  of  1888. 

The  problem  between  these  two  men  evidently  was 
resolved,  for  in  March,  1887  there  is  the  following 
entry.  "In  refference  of  Bro.  J.N.  Craver  case,  Bro. 
Craver  being  present  was  excused." 

In  May,  1887  a  collection  was  taken  up  in  confer- 
ence to  pay  off  an  amount  that  was  due  on  the  stove, 
while  in  June  two  candidates  for  baptism  were  receiv- 


ed. They  were  Elizabeth  Byerly  and  Arcazie  Gentles. 
In  August,  at  the  close  of  the  protracted  meeting  the 
following  were  received  as  candidates  for  baptism. 
Emma  E.  Leonard,  Susan  C.  Hunt,  Sarah  Lanning, 
Susan  Myers,  Webster  B.  Heartly,  Nancy  An  Gentles, 
John  Henry  Leonard  and  Clark  Snider.  Lula  Myers 
joined  this  group  for  baptism  in  September.  The 
church  reported  to  the  association  this  year,  122 
members,  75  enrolled  in  Sunday  School,  19  baptisms, 
and  they  are  now  holding  meetings  on  the  first 
Saturday  and  Sunday  of  the  month. 

The  year  1888  begins  with  a  flurry  of  activity.  In  the 
January  meeting,  three  cases  against  members  were 
brought  by  the  spiritual  committee  to  the  church  for 
consideration,  Bro.  Webst.  B.  Heartly  for  profanity.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  see  him.  Sister  Fannie 
Shoaf  asked  that  the  church  drop  her  name  from  its 
church  roll.  The  church  withdrew  fellowship  from  her. 
In  the  case  of  Bro.  J.F.  Wood  the  church  voted  to 
withdraw  fellowship  from  him  at  his  request.  In 
February,  the  committee  appointed  to  deal  with  Bro. 
W.B.  Heartly  reported  and  Bro.  Heartly  is  requested 
to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  church.  The  request 
is  to  be  relayed  to  him  by  Bro.  J.N.  Myers  and  C.A. 
Snider.  In  March  these  men  report  that  they  have  seen 
him  and  evidently  he  makes  no  attempt  to  confess  and 
ask  forgiveness,  for  the  church  votes  to  withdraw 
fellowship  from  him  at  his  request. 

February  1888  also  finds  Elder  Henry  Sheets  ten- 
dering his  resignation  as  pastor.  A  committee  was 
appointed  "to  confer  with  some  other  ministers."  Bro. 
J.H.  Walser,  D.C.  Craver  and  J. A.  Myers  are  the  ones 
chosen.  Then  in  March,  Elder  Thomas  Carrick  con- 
ducted the  service.  Following  the  preaching  service 
the  church,  in  conference,  voted  to  hold  an  election  for 
pastor  "which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Elder  T. 
Carrick."  Elder  Sheet's  pastorate  had  lasted  for  seven 
years  during  which  time  69  persons  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  The  church  membership  grew 
from  94  to  122  during  his  ministry.  Services  continue 
to  be  held  on  the  first  weekend  of  the  month. 

As  you  read  the  minutes  of  the  church  meetings 
during  these  years  you  will  find  a  periodic  reference  to 
something  called  "the  union  meeting."  The  first  refer- 
ence is  found  in  January,  1 883  and  then  the  references 
to  these  meetings  increase  until  in  1888  delegates  are 
elected  four  times  in  April,  July,  September  and 
December.  In  doing  some  checking  around  on  this,  I 
found  that  union  meetings  were  gatherings  of  dele- 
gates from  several  churches  who  would  periodically 
come  together  to  discuss  mutual  problems  and  to 
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provide  inspirational  times  for  the  churches  and  for 
times  of  information  and  challenge  from  denomina- 
tional and  local  leaders  in  the  Christian  faith.  Reeds 
Cross  Roads  seems  to  have  been  a  firm  supporter  of 
these  meetings.  These  meetings  are  still  being  men- 
tioned as  late  as  the  1930's. 

The  new  pastor  Elder  Carrick  serves  as  moderator 
of  his  first  conference  in   April   and  the  spiritual 


Moved  that  each  member  of  the  church  shall  be 
required  to  contribute  to  the  finance  support  of  the 
church  according  to  the  meanes  with  which  the  Lord 
has  helped  him  or  her.  That  any  member  who  refuse  to 
do  so  shall  be  notified  by  the  financial  committee  & 
be  given  three  months  to  render  satisfaction  to  the 
church." 

Signed  T.  Carrick,  Mod. 

L.P.  Craver,  Clerk 


Four  Pulpit  Bibles  used  at  Reeds  Baptist  Church.  Left  to  Right 
1900's.  Probably  mid-1900's.  The  current  Bible  now  in  use. 

committee  recommends  that  the  church  elect  deacons. 
They  proceeded  then  to  elect  Bro's.  J.H.  Walser  and 
A.C.  Wood.  In  May  plans  are  made  for  the  annual 
protracted  meeting  to  be  held  in  August.  The  pastor  is 
to  get  other  ministers  to  assist  him  in  the  meeting. 
Since  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  is  to  meet  at 
Reeds  this  year,  a  hospitality  committee  is  appointed 
by  the  church.  They  are  J.H.  Walser,  J.N.  Myers  and 
W.B.  Hunt. 

November  and  December  two  cases  of  church 
discipline  are  brought  up.  Bro.  J. A.  Myers  reported 
himself  for  actions  unbecoming  to  a  Christian  and 
asked  the  forgiveness  of  the  people.  His  request  was 
granted.  Then  B.C.  Orrell  and  wife  had  fellowship 
withdrawn  for  leaving  the  church  and  joining  another 
denomination. 

February  1889  is  such  an  interesting  conference 
that  I  want  to  record  all  of  it  for  you,  because  it 
represents  some  of  the  frustrations  that  some  of  the 
people  must  have  felt  many  times.  Here  is  word  for 
word  what  the  minute  book  records. 

"Service  by  Rev.  Carrick.  Church  set  in  conference. 

Bro  J.H.  Walser  moved  that  some  rule  be  adopted  by 

which  the  church  can  raise  salary  &  pledge,  carried. 


Probably  mid-1800's  to  Late  1800.  Probably  Late  1800's  to  Early 

Let's  digress  for  awhile  and  follow  this  problem 
through  the  years. 

The  problem  involved  here  is  that  there  is  no  regular 
budget  for  the  church  and  people  are  asked  to  give  to 
special  appeals  all  during  the  year.  The  year  1889  is  a 
good  example. 

-  The  March  collection  is  to  go  to  the  association. 

-  In  April  a  collection  is  taken  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. 

-  In  May  the  collection  is  to  be  for  ministerial 
education. 

In  August  the  committees  are  scurrying  around 
trying  to  raise  the  amount  that  had  been  pledged  the 
previous  year  to  these  offerings.  Also,  the  delegates  to 
the  association  are  asked  to  raise  $2.00  for  minutes. 
They  were  also  instructed  to  pledge  for  the  coming 
year  to: 

State  Missions  $  5.00 

Foreign  Missions  5.00 

Association  Missions  12.50 

Home  Missions  2.50 

In  December,  there  is  a  notation  that  the  Sunday 
collection  be  for  Foreign  Missions. 

This  would  be  a  typical  year  for  fund  raising.  There 


Years  of  Growth  1871-1910 


29 


was  no  printed  budget  -  no  regular  finance  commit- 
tee —  no  regular  plan  for  giving.  Periodically  during 
the  year  representatives  from  State,  Home,  Foreign 
and  Associational  Missions,  the  Thomasville  Or- 
phanage, Biblical  Recorder,  Ministerial  Education, 
the  Baptist  Colleges  would  go  to  Associational  meet- 
ings and  to  individual  churches  and  ask  for  permission 
to  present  their  cause  and  receive  a  love  offering  in 
support  of  their  particular  cause. 

All  of  this  was  in  addition  to  having  to  secure 
enough  funds  for  pastor's  salary,  sexton's  salary, 
church  literature,  benevolent  needs  in  the  community, 
repairs  and  upkeep  to  the  buildings  and  all  of  the  other 
things  that  need  to  be  done  to  keep  the  work  of  the 
church  going. 

The  usual  procedure  for  fund  raising  at  this  time 
was  to  name  a  person  or  a  committee  to  go  out  into  the 
community  and  secure  individual  contributions  for  all 
of  these  different  needs. 

Various  plans  are  used  from  time  to  time.  In  May, 
1914,  the  "committee  on  pledges"  reported  envelopes 
had  been  distributed  and  some  money  collected.  This 
seems  to  be  something  new  for  the  church  and  the  first 
time  that  envelopes  are  mentioned. 

The  first  serious  mention  of  a  financial  program  for 
Reeds  if  found  in  the  September  1931  minutes  where 
the  following  entry  is  found.  "A  motion  was  accepted 
by  the  church  to  put  on  an  every  member  canvass  and 
the  following  members  were  appointed  to  make  the 
canvass:  Rev.  E.W.  Turner,  R.W.  Hege,  J.F.  Foster, 
Mrs.  G.F.  Koontz  and  Mrs.  Alda  Craver."  This  plan  is 
the  forerunner  of  our  present  financial  program.  In  it 
every  member  of  the  congregation  was  contacted  and 
urged  to  pledge  to  give  a  stated  amount  on  a  regular 
basis,  either  weekly  or  monthly.  Though  it  is  not 
mentioned  here,  this  is  probably  the  beginning  of  the 
use  of  church  offering  envelopes  in  the  church  on  a 
regular  basis. 

The  Cooperative  Program  plan  of  budgeted  giving 
to  missions  was  adopted  in  July,  1937.  This  along  with 
the  every  member  giving  plan  had  brought  us  to  our 
present  financial  plan  for  the  support  of  the  work  of 
Christ  here  in  His  church  and  throughout  the  world. 

Now  to  return  to  our  chronological  story. 

In  September  of  1889,  probably  as  a  result  of  the 
summer  revival  meeting,  three  people  were  baptised 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  They  were,  Ed 
Myers,  Curren  Snider  and  Minnie  Foster. 

Rev.  Thomas  Carrick  continues  as  pastor  in  1890, 
and  is  authorized  to  get  "such  help  as  he  can  get"  for 
the  protracted  meeting  to  begin  on  the  1st  Sunday  of 


August.  Rob  Myers  and  L.M.  Byerly  present  them- 
selves for  baptism.  Elder  Carrick's  pastorate  is  evi- 
dently going  very  well.  In  October  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  that  he  be  elected  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time.  Three  months  notice  is  the  time  that  is  to  be 
given  either  by  the  church  or  pastor  when  either  wants 
to  discontinue  the  relationship.  He  was  then  elected 
unanimously.  Only  two  cases  of  church  discipline  are 
exercised  this  year.  Bro.  Addison  Wood  is  cited  to  the 
church  to  explain  why  he  has  not  helped  "to  bear  his 
part  of  the  church  expenses."  The  following  month 
there  is  a  note  that  says  that  "he  will  pay  up  as  soon  as 
he  can."  This  explanation  is  accepted.  Then  A.L. 
Myers  asked  the  church  to  restore  him  to  their 
fellowship,  "which  the  church  gladly  did." 

In  October  1890  Sister  Ellen  Leonard  joins  the 
church  by  letter  from  Piney  (Churchland)  and  in 
November,  J.R.  Craver  and  wife  Nanie  came  as 
candidates  for  baptism,  and  Bro.  Ellis  Swicegood 
came  from  Piney  by  letter  and  his  wife,  Maggie  was 
received  for  baptism. 

The  year  1891  begins  with  a  report  from  the 
financial  committee  that  the  pastor's  salary  for  the 
previous  year  has  not  all  been  raised  and  a  committee 
is  appointed  to  help  raise  the  balance.  In  February 
Bro.  L.P  Craver,  who  served  as  church  clerk  for  12 
years  resigns  and  is  replaced  by  Bro.  D.  Roswell 
(Ross)  Myers.  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  church  keys. 

In  March  it  was  "moved  and  seckoned  and  unani- 
mously adopted  that  the  rool  be  called  once  a  month 
and  any  male  member  missing  three  meetings  in 
sucksession  shall  send  or  bring  in  his  excuse  for  so 
doing."  (This  sounds  like  a  pretty  good  idea  to  me.  It 
sure  would  clean  up  the  church  roll  pretty  quick.) 

In  May  a  clarifying  statement  is  made  that  this  rule 
does  not  apply  to  females  but  it  remains  in  effect  for 
males. 

In  June  1891  two  more  trustees  were  elected  mak- 
ing a  total  of  5.  The  two  new  ones  are  Brother  Cicero 
Wood  and  J.N.  Myers.  Also  in  this  month  is  the  first 
reference  to  the  school  which  will  be  called  the  Reeds 
Academy.  "A  committee  of  five  elected  to  serve  as  the 
com.  of  the  school."  These  are;  Brother  D.C.  Craver, 
N.C.  Wood,  Jeff  Craver,  J.N.  Myers  and  J. A.  Myers. 
More  will  come  about  this  later.  (See  Summary  No. 
6.) 

In  September,  is  the  first  reference  to  the  action  by 
the  church  in  March  relating  to  the  monthly  roll  call 
of  members.  Three  men,  Eli  Jenkins,  Charley  Snider 
and  Ellis  Swicegood  gave  their  excuses  for  nonatten- 


30 


An  Arm  Which  Became  A  Body 


dance  and  they  were  excused  by  the  church.  Two 
others,  John  S.  Leonard  and  Alex  Lanning  gave  their 
excuses  but  the  church  refused  to  accept  their  excuses 
and  so  their  cases  were  held  over  until  the  next 
meeting.  In  December,  the  excuses  of  Bro.  Leonard 
and  Bro.  C.R.  Myers  were  accepted  as  good  excuses 
but  the  case  of  Bro.  Lanning  and  Bro.  Charles  Mirach 
were  turned  over  to  the  spiritual  committee.  In  Janu- 
ary 1892,  the  spiritual  committee  reports  to  the 
church  on  Bro.  Mirach  but  the  report  was  not  satisfac- 
tory and  Bro.  Mirach  was  "excluded  from  the  church 
for  non-attendance. "  Alex  Lanning  later  is  dismissed 
for  the  same  cause. 

In  October  1891  Elder  Carrick  offers  his  resigna- 
tion as  pastor.  Then  a  pastor  election  was  held  and 
Elder  Carrick   received    17   votes  and   Elder  J.M. 


f    1 


area  for  many  years  to  come.  There  is  no  record  that 
Bro.  D.R.  Myers  was  ever  ordained,  and  members  of 
the  family  have  indicated  to  us  that  they  do  not  believe 
that  he  was.  He  preached  on  occasion  both  here  and  at 
other  places  and  was  well  known  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  but  we  have  found  no  records  of  pastoring  of 
churches. 

Things  go  rather  smoothly  with  regular  conferences 
and  services  being  held  with  Elder  Thomas  Carrick  as 
pastor.  In  November  1 892  a  report  came  to  the  church 
that  "Bro.  Jeff  Lanning  is  very  sick  and  in  need  of  the 
necessities  of  life.  We  think  it  wise  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  investigate  and  make  the  arrangements 
so  that  the  church  may  know  what  to  do.  Bro.  Jeff 
Craver  and  D.R.  Myers  were  appointed  to  make  the 
arrangements."  The  church  takes  care  of  its  people. 


Books  from  the  Reeds  Cross  Roads  S.S.  Library  from  prior  to  1900. 


Bennett  received  15  votes.  The  matter  was  held  over 
until  the  next  meeting  at  which  time  Elder  Carrick 
was  unanimously  elected  as  pastor  for  the  coming 
year. 

February  1892  bring  forth  a  new  effort  at  getting 
more  participation  from  all  of  the  members  of  the 
church.  "It  was  moved  and  adopted  that  the  names  of 
those  who  have  not  contributed  anything  during  the 
year  called  out  before  the  church,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  said  members  be  seen  by  the  collec- 
tors". During  this  time  two  families  asked  to  be 
lettered  out  of  the  church. 

In  April  1892,  two  men  applied  to  the  church  for 
licenses  to  preach  the  gospel.  Licenses  were  granted  to 
Bro.  Jeff  Lanning  and  Bro.  D.R.  Myers.  Bro  Lanning 
will  be  ordained  to  the  ministry  on  March  30,  1895 
and  will  become  a  valued  pastor  of  churches  in  the 


In  February,  1893  three  people,  John  Foster,  H.L. 
Foster  and  Molly  Foster  requests  that  their  church 
letter  be  renewed.  The  church  complied  with  their 
request.  They  evidently  will  shortly  leave  the  church 
as  John  Foster  is  replaced  as  a  trustee  in  May,  1893. 

In  April  the  finance  committee  gave  the  following 
report.  "We  are  much  behind  on  the  amount  due  our 
pastor;  and  how  shall  we  raise  this  amount?  J.H. 
Walser  and  Charley  Wood  were  appointed  to  see  what 
they  could  do  on  this  line.  Also,  on  the  same  line  were 
appointed  Breth.  W.B.  Hunt,  A.R.  Craver,  Jr.  Jeff 
Lanning  and  J.N.  Myers."  This  will  become  a  serious 
problem  during  the  next  years  as  several  preachers  at 
one  time  will  be  demanding  that  the  church  pay  their 
back  salary. 

In  May,  Sally  Lanier  has  fellowship  withdrawn 
from  her  by  the  church  because  the  church  learns  that 
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she  has  joined  another  church  of  a  different  faith  and 
order. 

In  June  1 893  the  following  resolution  was  made  and 
passed.  "Be  it  understood  that  when  any  person  calls 
for  a  letter  (of  dismission)  they  must  first  make 
themselves  clear  with  the  finance  committee.  If  the 
person  is  not  able  to  pay,  he  or  she  will  be  excused;  but 
if  able,  they  must  pay  before  the  letter  is  granted."  In 
the  same  conference  Bro.  Cicero  Wood  requested  that 
he  be  granted  a  letter.  The  matter  was  tabled  that 
month,  and  in  July  "the  matter  of  granting  Bro. 
Cicero  Wood  a  letter  was  left  indefinite."  Evidently  he 
was  not  in  fellowship  with  his  church. 

Two  further  references  to  this  matter  will  come  up 
later.  In  October  1 893,  a  committee  was  appointed  "to 
see  Cicero  Wood  in  reference  to  his  unjust  claim  upon 
the  church  and  see  whether  he  is  willing  to  cease  his 
claim."  Then  in  May,  1894  the  following  is  found. 
"Bro.  Cicero  Wood  was  granted  a  letter.  The  letter  was 
to  say  nothing  about  fellowship;  for  he  was  in  no 
fellowship  with  the  church." 

In  September,  1893  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that 
there  be  a  committee  of  1  elected  to  collect  money  for 
Foreign  Missions.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  that  commit- 
tee to  see  every  member  and  collect  one  cent  each 
month  or  1 2  cents  for  the  year."  We  do  not  hear  much 
more  out  of  this  but  the  church  is  struggling  to  get 
themselves  on  a  solid  footing. 

During  the  next  several  months  the  church,  espe- 
cially the  spiritual  committee,  is  very  busy.  In  Novem- 
ber, a  committee  was  appointed  to  see  Bro.  L.P.  Craver 
in  regard  to  the  difficulty  resting  between  himself  and 
W.B.  Hunt.  In  December  the  committee  reported  that 
the  matter  has  been  solved. 

Evidently  there  has  been  some  disagreement  be- 
tween the  church  and  its  pastor  of  the  past  6  years,  for 
in  December  1893  Elder  Carrick  offered  his  resigna- 
tion; "stating  that  he  thought  is  would  be  better  for  the 
cause  if  he  would  work  in  another  field.  After  some 
consideration  the  church  slowly  received  his  resigna- 
tion with  the  understanding  that  he  would  serve  as 
pastor  until  we  could  get  the  promise  of  a  pastor." 

Then  in  the  very  next  paragraph  we  find  the 
following.  "Elder  J.M.  Hilliard's  name  was  put  before 
the  church  and  he  is  unanimously  elected  as  pastor  of 
the  church."  Then  in  January,  Bro.  Hilliard  is  present 
to  preach  and  to  moderate  the  church  conference,  and 
agrees  to  serve  as  pastor  for  the  coming  year  at  the 
salary  of  $100.00  per  year. 

This  sound  like  a  very  small  salary,  but  the  church  is 
having  difficulty  providing  even  this.  One  later  gets 


the  feeling  that  this  is  at  least  a  part  of  the  reason  that 
Elder  Carrick  resigns.  Let's  Digress  from  our  story 
and  follow  this  idea  for  a  few  years. 

In  February  1894,  Bro.  Hilliard  sends  a  letter 
asking  the  church  to  pay  him  the  balance  due  on  his 
salary.  A  committee  is  appointed  to  try  to  raise  the 
amount  due.  Then  again  in  October  there  is  another 
reference  to  the  debt  due  Elder  Carrick,  and  the 
deacons  were  to  canvass  the  church  membership  and 
"see  what  this  will  do  on  the  debt."  Again  in  May, 

1895  "Bro.  Carrick  asked  the  church  to  pay  him  the 
balance  due  on  his  salary  Bro.  W.B.  Hunt  was 
asked  to  see  what  he  could  do  toward  cancelling  the 
debt."  In  January  1896  "the  moderator  read  letters 
from  Elder  Thomas  Carrick  and  Elder  J.M.  Hilliard 
(who  had  resigned  in  November  1895)  asking  for  the 
balance  due  them  on  back  salary."  Then  in  February 

1896  there  is  the  following  entry.  "Committee  on 
raising  balance  of  Bro.  Carricks  back  salary  of  $  1 9.00 
report  that  they  have  it  subscribed  but  have  only  $2.75 
paid."  The  next  entry  says  "Committee  on  raising 
balance  of  Bro.  Hilliards  salary  of  $22.45  report  that 
they  have  not  saw  all  the  members  but  have  $1.50  pd." 
Also  in  the  same  church  conference  there  are  refer- 
ences to  a  committee  on  soliciting  subscriptions  for 
Bro.  Bennett's  salary.  He  is  the  current  pastor.  In  the 
same  conference  notes  there  is  a  reference  to  the 
collector,  Bro.  Charles  R.  Myers,  who  has  the  respon- 
sibility of  raising  the  salary  for  the  church  sexton 
whose  salary  at  this  time  is  $5.00  a  year. 

In  March  the  committee  on  Bro.  Carrick's  salary 
has  "paid  over  $4.00  leaving  $15.00  unpaid." 

In  April  three  of  these  committees  are  still  at  work 
but  have  not  yet  raised  the  amounts  due. 

In  May,  the  committee  to  raise  Bro.  Hilliard's 
salary  was  released.  Then  there  is  this  entry.  "Moved 
and  carried  that  the  debt  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
sisters  for  collection.  The  following  was  appointed 
committee  for  same  Viz:  Sister  Ella  Myers,  Susan 
Myers,  and  Laura  Craver."  To  my  knowledge  this  is 
the  first  reference  to  women  being  appointed  to  this 
kind  of  responsibility. 

Bro.  Carrick's  salary,  now  three  years  overdue  is  all 
paid  except  $8.25. 

In  June,  Sister  Laura  Craver  was  released  from  the 
committee  and  Sister  Sallie  Foster  was  put  in  her 
place. 

In  September  "the  pastor  read  a  card  from  Bro. 
Carrick  stating  that  he  desired  the  church  to  pay  the 
amount  behind  on  his  salary  amount  being  $5.25." 
They  are  making  progress  on  the  debt  but  it  is  slow. 
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October  1895  brings  a  letter  from  Bro.  Hilliard 
asking  for  the  balance  due  him. 

In  December,  another  reference  to  the  debt  to  Bro. 
Hilliard's  salary  and  a  new  collector  is  appointed. 

In  addition  now,  there  is  a  committee  to  raise  the 
part  year's  salary  for  their  present  pastor  Rev.  J.M. 
Bennett.  So,  there  are  special  groups  trying  to  pay  off 
a  three  year  old  debt  to  Elder  Carrick,  a  two  year  old 
debt  to  Elder  Hilliard,  the  past  year's  salary  to  J.M. 
Bennett  and  at  the  same  time  to  raise  the  current 
year's  salary  for  Elder  Bennett. 

In  April  1 897  another  letter  of  request  was  received 
from  Elder  Hilliard  asking  for  his  money.  Finally,  the 
money  was  raised  and  Elder  Hilliard  was  paid  in  full. 
There  must  have  been  no  hard  feelings  about  all  of  this 
because  Elder  Hilliard  will  return  to  pastor  Reeds 
Church  again  in  1909.  Also,  in  August  1898,  he  is 
back  to  assist  pastor  J.M.  Bennett  in  the  protracted 
meeting  and  was  paid  $8.50  for  his  services. 

I  do  not  find  any  further  references  to  these  cases,  so 
we  must  assume  that  the  ladies  succeeded  in  paying 
off  the  debut  to  Elder  Carrick,  or,  with  the  change  of 
church  clerks  in  September  1 894,  the  new  clerk  failed 
to  mention  these  items  any  further. 

Now,  we  have  given  this  much  space  to  these  items 
because  they  so  well  represent  the  way  things  are 
being  done  in  the  church.  Hardly  a  month  goes  by  that 
one  or  more  persons  or  committees  are  mentioned  to 
raise  money  for  all  of  the  different  demands  that  come 
to  the  church. 

Now  to  get  back  to  the  regular  story  of  the  Reeds  X 
Roads  Church. 

1 894  begins  with  Elder  J.M.  Hilliard  as  pastor,  and 
D.R.  Myers  serving  as  church  clerk. 

In  April,  three  of  the  brethren  were  reported  to  the 
church  for  being  drunk.  Bro.  Curren  Snider  admitted 
being  intoxicated  and  was  "hastily  forgive  by  the 
church."  Bro.  Clark  Snider  was  also  reported  and  Bro. 
W.B.  Hunt  was  appointed  to  see  him  and  report  back 
to  the  church.  Bro.  Hunt  reported  in  May  that  he  had 
seen  Bro.  Clark  Snider  and  asked  for  more  time, 
which  was  granted.  In  June,  Bro.  Snider  was  present 
to  answer  for  himself.  He  admitted  to  being  intoxi- 
cated and  asked  the  church  to  excuse  him  and  the 
church  heartily  forgave  him. 

Bro.  Walter  Warner  was  also  reported  and  Bro. 
D.C.  Craver  was  appointed  to  see  him  and  report  back 
to  the  church.  In  May  Bro.  Craver  reported  that  Bro. 
Warner  admitted  to  being  drunk  and  was  heartily 
forgiven  by  the  church. 

Another  controversy  arose  during  April  involving 


Bro.  John  Stockton.  He  sends  word  to  the  church 
asking  that  they  withdraw  fellowship  from  him  but 
gave  no  reason  for  doing  so.  The  church  appoints 
Bro's.  J.H.  Walser  and  Jeff  Craver  to  investigate  his 
case.  They  report  back  in  May,  1894  as  follows:  "we 
saw  Bro.  Stockton  and  he  denies  ever  telling  anyone 
that  he  wanted  the  church  to  withdraw  fellowship 
from  him."  That  committee  was  excused  and  a  new 
committee  of  Brethren  Eli  Jenkins,  G.W.  Snider  and 
Jeff  Lanning  is  appointed  to  further  investigate.  In 
June  they  report  that  they  have  failed  to  reconcile  the 
brethren.  Two  more  of  the  brethren  were  added  to  the 
committee,  D.C.  Craver  and  J.W.  Lanning.  In  July 
the  committee  reports:  "We  believe  that  Bro.  Stockton 
told  Bro.  J.H.  Walser  to  have  his  name  taken  off  the 
church  book,  but  probaly  through  a  fit  of  excitement. 
The  evidence  is  in  favor  of  Bro.  J.H.  Walser  and  his 
witnesses.  We  believe  that  Bro.  Walser  and  his  wit- 
nesses discharged  their  duty  toward  the  church."  The 
committee  was  then  discharged,  and  the  church 
"Moved  that  there  be  a  charged  prefered  against  John 
Stockton  for  making  a  statement  and  then  denying  it. 
Moved  and  carried  that  he  be  excluded  from  the 
church  upon  the  said  charge,  because  he,  being  pre- 
sent, and  having  an  opportunity  to  speak  for  himself, 
would  not  ask  the  church  to  excuse  him.  Therefore  he 
was  excluded  from  the  church." 

1 894  seems  to  have  been  a  bad  time  for  the  church. 
In  addition  to  all  of  the  other  matters  of  church 
discipline  there  is  the  following.  "Sister  Josephine 
Fritts  was  excluded  from  the  church  for  unfaithful- 
ness to  her  marriage  vows.  When  she  was  excluded  the 
pastor  offered  prayer  on  her  behalf." 

Then  in  October,  1894,  Brother  James  Hartley  and 
wife,  and  Sister  Josie  Michael  were  dropped  from  the 
church  roll  for  uniting  with  churches  of  a  different 
faith  and  order.  Also,  "Bro.  R.B.  Myers  acknowledged 
that  he  did  wrong  at  this  church  and  at  Tyro  and  asked 
the  church  to  forgive  him."  The  church  forgave  him  of 
these  wrongs. 

Sister  Martha  Leonard  joined  another  denomina- 
tion and  the  church  withdrew  fellowship  from  her.  The 
same  was  true  for  Sister  Delia  Hartley. 

In  miscellaneous  business  in  November  it  was 
reported  "Sister  Shuler  a  member  of  this  church  is 
drawing  off  the  county.  The  pastor  instructed  the 
deacons  to  attend  to  her  wants." 

In  December  1894  Bro.  R.G.  Craver  presented  his 
bill  of  $4.00  for  services  rendered  as  sexton  for  the 
year  ending  1894.  They  suceeded  in  raising  the  whole 
amount. 
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In  January  1895  the  church  accepts  the  resignation 
of  Bro.  Jeff  Lanning  as  a  member  of  the  spiritual 
committee  and  Bro.  Geo.  Snider  is  elected  to  serve  in 
his  place.  In  the  next  month  the  church  voted  "that 
Bro.  Jefferson  Lanning  be  sent  up  to  the  union 
meeting  for  ordination  as  minister  from  Reeds 
Church,  as  he  has  been  called  as  minister  by  a  sister 
church".  He  was  ordained  on  March  30,  1 895.  In  this 
same  year  his  name  appears  as  part  of  the  Baptist 
congregation  at  El  Dorado  and  at  Rich  Fork.  An 
article,  dated  April  24,  1895,  in  the  Biblical  Recorder 
tells  of  his  ordination. 

In  June  a  committee  consisting  of  Brethren  J.H. 
Walser,  C.A.  Wood  and  J.N.  Myers  were  appointed  to 
"attend  to  the  covering  of  the  church." 

As  usual  about  this  time  of  the  year  there  is  a 
reference  to  the  annual  protracted  meeting.  This  year 
is  no  different.  In  the  June  1895  conference  we  find 
"moved  and  carried  that  we  set  a  time  for  the 
protracted  meeting  and  that  that  time  be  in  July 
beginning  on  the  4th  Sunday."  Many  times  there  will 
be  an  added  sentence  something  like  is  found  in  July 
1896.  "Moved  and  carried  that  we  get  help  and  Bro. 
J.M.  Hilliard  was  selected  to  help.  Moved  and  carried 
that  we  get  Bro.  Beeker  of  Jerusalem  if  we  should  fail 
to  get  Bro.  Hilliard"  or,  at  times  the  record  will  read 
"the  pastor  to  get  some  other  ministers  to  assist  him  in 
the  meeting." 

In  our  day  the  term,  protracted  meeting,  is  not  all 
that  familiar  to  us.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  you  to 
read  what  Elder  Henry  Sheets  had  to  say  in  his  A 
History  of  Liberty  Baptist  Association,  written  in 
1907.  Here  is  what  he  says  about  campmeetings  and 
protracted  meetings.  This  is  found  on  pages  164  and 
165  of  his  book. 

CAMPMEETINGS 

"In  the  long-ago,  when  there  were  few  churches 
and  they  were  widely  separated,  the  people  came 
together  and  camped  on  the  ground  for  the  sake  of 
convenience.  The  people  went  long  distances  to  attend 
these  meetings. 

Dr.  Furman,  of  Charleston,  writing  of  these  times, 
said:  "Several,  indeed  a  very  considerable  number, 
had  gone  70  or  80  miles"  to  attend  meeting.  Later  on, 
small  log  huts  were  built,  many  of  them,  where  the 
people  cooked,  ate  and  slept.  Nearly  all  the  old 
churches  had  these  small  buildings  (called  tents),  one 
belonging  to  each  family. 

In  process  of  time,  churches  multiplied  and  the 
necessity  for  camp-meetings  gave  way  to  the  pro- 
tracted meeting. 

PROTRACTED  MEETINGS 


The  protracted  meetings  differed  little  from  camp- 
meetings,  only  that  as  churches  increased  in  number 
they  were  in  most  cases  near  enough  for  the  people  to 
attend  from  home. 

Forty  years  ago  the  churches  decided  on  the  time 
for  the  protracted  meeting,  and  public  announcement 
of  the  date  of  the  meeting  was  made  and  a  general 
invitation  extended  to  all  the  preachers  within  a 
reasonable  distance  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the 
coming  meeting.  And  usually  they  all  tried  to  attend 
and  room  was  made  for  every  one  to  sit  on  the 
rostrum,  if  possible;  then  everybody  who  attended 
knew  them  to  be  preachers. 

But  of  course  some  of  these  could  not  preach  as 
well  as  others  of  their  brethren,  though  many  of  them 
did  not  seem  to  know  it.  They  expected  to  be  "put  up" 
to  preach  as  often  as  others,  otherwise  their  minis- 
terial dignity  was  let  down  and  wounded  feelings  were 
the  result.  While  all  were  invited,  it  was  not  so  much 
to  preach  as  to  exhort,  instruct,  sing  and  pray. 

But  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  the  pastor's 
shoulders,  a  "committee"  was  appointed  to  arrange 
the  preaching,  and  in  case  a  brother  came  to  the 
pastor,  he  referred  him  to  "the  committee."  Some- 
times some  of  these  brethren,  as  soon  as  they  discov- 
ered that  there  were  "preachers  enough  without 
them,"  went  home.  This  occured,  of  course,  only 
occasionally." 

These  are  some  very  interesting  observations  by  one 
of  the  men  who  was  very  often  involved  in  these 
meetings. 

Evidently  Bro.  Hilliard  could  not  come  to  help  in 
1896  as  Bro.  J.S.  Beeker  was  the  preacher  for  the 
meeting  and  the  church  "succeeded  in  raising  him 
$9.35  for  his  services".  Five  people  were  received  for 
baptism,  Arthur  Myers,  Patrick  Myers,  Sallie  Wood, 
Minnie  Wood  and  Carrie  Massey. 

Also  in  the  June  conference  it  was  agreed  that  they 
would  "meet  at  8:00  o'clock  on  our  next  meeting  day 
to  clean  off  the  grave  yard." 

July  finds  the  spiritual  committee  recommending 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  "see  Byerly  Bros, 
and  ask  them  to  close  their  place  of  business  during 
service  hours." 

Bro.  Eli  Jenkins  and  J.H.  Walser  were  appointed. 
No  further  report  is  given  in  this  matter. 

The  protracted  meeting  continues  to  be  the  evan- 
gelistic event  of  the  year.  In  July,  1895,  the  following 
entry  is  recorded.  "During  the  meeting  the  doors  of 
the  church  were  opened  for  the  reception  of  candi- 
dates for  baptism  and  the  following  were  received, 
Viz:  Charles  Foster,  Virgil  Myers,  Ernest  Myers, 
Lizzie  Fritts,  Lizzie  Myers,  Ella  Wood,  Fannie  Myers, 
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Jennie  Myers,  and  Fallie  Foster  and  were  baptised  on 
Friday  by  Bro.  R.D.  Cross  —  we  succeeded  in  raising 
Bro.  R.D.  Cross  about  $7.80  for  his  work  with  us  in  the 
meetings." 

Services  were  not  held  at  Reeds  in  August  because 
there  was  a  "S.S.  celebration  at  Piney  (Churchland) 
on  Saturday  and  the  brethren  wished  to  go." 

For  some  time  now  we  have  noticed  brief  references 
to  'covering  the  church'.  Evidently  the  roof  is  giving  a 
problem  and  already  a  committee  is  at  work  to  get 
together  the  materials  needed  for  the  job.  Now,  in 
October,  1895,  the  "committee  on  covering  house 
report  that  they  have  some  lumber  ready  and  will  be 
ready  in  a  month  to  cover  the  church."  Then  in 
November  "committee  on  covering  the  church  report- 
ed that  they  didn't  have  enough  lumber  yet  for  the 
covering." 

"Bro.  J.H.  Walser  suggested  that  the  church  raise 
money  enough  at  once  to  buy  nails  for  covering  house. 
Brethren  C.A.  Wood  and  J.N.  Myers  were  appointed 
to  raise  the  amount." 

In  this  November  1 895  meeting  Elder  J.M.  Hilliard 
resigns  as  pastor  to  be  effective  in  December.  An 
election  was  held  and  Elder  Henry  Sheets  was  "unani- 
mously elected."  A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  him.  In  the  December  meeting  word  is  brought 
back  that  he  cannot  serve.  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
records  show  that  he  already  is  serving  as  pastor  at 
Kernersville,  New  Friendship  and  Piny  Grove  while 
living  in  Lexington.  In  his  place  then  the  church  elects 
Elder  J.M.  Bennett  who  was  also  "unanimously  elec- 
ted." Elder  Bennett  and  his  wife  Harriet  had  joined 
the  church  in  October.  Although  it  is  nowhere  stated, 
he  probably  was  associated  with  the  Academy  as  he 
was  a  noted  educator. 

Bro.  R.G.  Craver  presented  his  bill  of  $4.00  for  his 
services  for  the  year  as  sexton,  and  Bro.  Chas.  Myers 
was  appointed  to  raise  the  amount.  Bro.  D.R.  Myers 
was  granted  a  letter  to  join  East  Baptist  Church  at 
Louisville,  Ky.  He  probably  was  going  there  to  study 
at  Southern  Seminary. 

For  some  time  now,  several  years  in  fact,  since  it  was 
first  mentioned,  the  brethren  finally  report  in  June, 
1896  that  the  church  has  been  covered  and  all  ex- 
penses have  been  paid.  The  committee  that  had  been 
appointed  for  this  task  is  released. 

As  we  also  have  noted  several  times  before,  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  kind  of  organized  plan  for 
raising  funds  to  do  things  that  need  to  be  done.  There 
never  seems  to  be  any  money  on  hand  to  meet  month 
by  month  expenses.  Now,  a  further  step  is  taken  as  in 


June,  1896,  the  following  recommendation  is  passed. 
"Moved  and  carried  that  collection  for  incidental 
expenses  as  often  as  necessary."  To  shed  some  light  on 
all  of  this,  I  notice  that  back  in  December,  1 893  it  was 
"moved  and  carried  that  we  make  an  apportionment 
to  each  member,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  pastor." 
Then  in  January,  1894,  this  committee  was  appointed 
with  this  word  of  explanation,  the  committee  is  "to 
make  an  apportionment  to  each  member  of  the  church 
for  the  following  years.  Breth.  J. A.  Myers,  Charley 
Wood,  D.C.  Craver,  R.B.  Gentle,  G.W.  Snider,  J.H. 
Walser,  John  Myers,  Addison  Wood  and  Eli  Jenkins 

It 

were  elected  as  this  com."  We  do  not  know  the  content 
of  their-report,  but  it  was  given  to  the  church  in  Feb. 
1 894,  and  it  was  adopted.  There  are  several  references 
to  lists  of  the  membership  of  the  church  being  given  to 
the  deacons  or  to  special  appointed  committees.  These 
committees  of  the  church  then  contact  all  those  on 
their  lists  to  ask  for  donations  for  specific  things,  or  to 
contact  the  church  membership  to  see  how  much  each 
member  will  subscribe  or  pledge  to  specific  needs. 
They  also  would  be  used  by  the  spiritual  committees 
as  they  called  the  roll  to  determine  who  was  and  who 
was  not  attending  service  regularly.  If  a  member  did 
not  attend  service  (see  March  1 89 1 )  or  contribute  over 
a  three  month  period  then  a  committee  was  appoint^-*-* 
to  talk  with  them  about  their  non-support  of  the 
church.  They  were  exercising  their  Biblical  privilege 
and  responsibility  to  maintain  a  regenerate  and  vital 
church  membership.  An  example  is  found  in  April, 
1 896,  where  we  find  "the  clerk  was  asked  to  draw  a  list 
of  the  names  of  the  absent  members  and  bring  them 
before  the  church  at  the  next  meeting."  At  the  May 
meeting  "the  clerk  &  Bro.  J.H.  Walser  were  appointed 
to  see  absentees."  In  June,  1896  there  is  this  entry. 
"Committee  on  seeing  absentees  report  and  the  report 
received.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  write  absentees 
that  were  too  far  off  to  see.  Those  already  seen  were 
excused."  In  July,  1 896  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that 
Bro.  J. A.  Potts  be  excused  for  non-attendance  in  the 
past."  This  will  be  the  pattern  of  dealing  with  delin- 
quent members  for  year  to  come. 

One  of  the  most  complete  statements  of  this  policy 
is  found  in  the  minutes  for  November,  1901.  Elder 
J.R.  Miller  is  pastor,  and  D.C.  Craver  is  church  clerk. 
Below  is  a  copy  of  a  page  from  the  records  showing 
Bro.  Craver's  account  of  what  took  place  on  that  day. 

November  Meeting     1901 
Preaching  by  Elder  J.R  Miller 
Minutes  read  and  approved 
Doors  of  church  opened 
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The  spiritual  committee  reports  the  non  attending 
and  non  supporting  members  of  the  church  are  and 
recommended  that  the  church  ask  them  to  meet  with 
us  on  next  meeting  day  and  give  cause  for  non- 
attending  and  non  support  of  church.  Moved  and 
carried  that  the  report  be  received.  Moved  and  carried 
that  the  members  who  have  seen  by  a  committee  be 
requested  by  letter  to  attend  next  meeting  and  those 
that  have  not  been  seen  that  that  there  be  a  committee 
appointed  to  see  them. 

Bro.  Arthur  Craver  was  appointed  to  see  them. 
Moved  and  carried  that  hereafter  all  committees 
raising  money  for  any  church  work  will  keep  subscrip- 
tion list  and  turn  same  over  to  church  clerk  to  be  filed 
away  for  future  reference. 

Moved  and  carried  that  the  church  elect  a  pastor  for 
next  year.  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  was  unanimously  elected. 
Moved  &  carried  that  we  appoint  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention  to  be  held  at  Winston  Salem,  N.C. 

D.C.  Craver,  A.N.  Craver,  J.H.  Walser  and  P.B. 
Myers  were  appointed.  Amount  paid  orphanage  was 
$15.00.  Bro.  C.R.  Myers  &  wife  was  granted  a  letter 
of  dismissal  to  join  another  church. 

Bro.  A.E.  Myers  was  also  granted  a  letter  of 
dismissal.  Moved  &  carried  to  adjourn. 

Elder  J.R.  Miller     Mod. 
D.C.  Craver     C  Clk. 

Their  efforts  seem  to  be  producing  some  results.  In 
the  December  meeting,  Bro.  Alexander  Lanning 
asked  to  be  restored  in  fellowship  to  the  church,  Bro. 
Arthur  Craver  reports  that  he  has  written  to  two 
absentee  members.  Bro.  Alvaren  Leonard  was  present 
and  said  "that  he  had  been  a  little  careless  about 
attending  church  but  would  try  to  attend  when  he 
could."  Bro.  Eli  Jenkins  said  that  he  had  seen  Bro. 
Anderson  Lanning  and  "he  said  that  he  would  come  as 
soon  as  he  could." 

A  new  problem  seems  to  be  coming  to  the  forefront 
for  the  church.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  interesting  to 
digress  again  from  our  continuing  story  to  follow  for 
about  10  years  the  entries  relating  to  the  building 
which  serves  as  a  meeting  house,  and  the  decision  to 
build  a  new  house.  The  church  building  in  which  they 
are  now  meeting  has  been  in  use  since  1871  and 
problems  are  arising.  They  have  just  a  few  years  ago 
(1896)  put  a  new  roof  on  the  church  building. 

In  Sept.  1 899  there  is  this  entry,  "moved  and  carried 
that  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  as  a  committee 
to  get  up  plans  to  enlarge  the  house  of  worship.  The 
following  were  appointed,  D.C.  Craver,  W.B.  Hunt, 
J.A.  Myers,  J.H.  Walser,  G.W.  Snider,  E.E.  Jenkins, 


C.A.  Wood  &  J.R.  Craver." 

In  October,  this  "committee  recommended  that  the 
church  pay  out  of  debt  before  building."  Then  "a 
committee  of  two  as  follows  was  appointed  to  solicit 
funds  to  cancel  the  debt,  Viz.  Brethren  J.N.  Myers  & 
D.C.  Craver." 

In  December,  1899  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that 
two  ushers  be  appointed  to  seat  the  congregation  on 
preaching  days.  Bros.  J.H.  Walser  and  J.N.  Myers 
was  appointed."  This  bit  of  information  helps  us  to 
understand  the  following  entry. 

In  April  1900  the  committee  on  "enlarging  house  of 
worship  reports  as  follows  —  that  ten  feet  be  added  to 
end  of  house  with  resess."  Then  a  committee  was 
"appointed  to  rase  funds  to  enlarge  house.  Bro.  J.N. 
Myers,  J.R.  Craver,  and  Sister  Alice  Wood,  Sally 
Foster  and  Ester  Myers  was  appointed."  By  the  next 
meeting  date  in  May,  the  committee  had  raised 
$58.00.  By  June  a  total  of  $73.10  was  raised  and  and  a 
building  committee  was  appointed  by  the  moderator. 
They  were  J.A.  Myers,  A.C.  Wood  and  D.C.  Craver. 
In  July,  the  "building  committee  that  work  would 
begin  on  the  house  soon."  In  August  only  a  small 
amount  had  been  paid  into  the  building  fund.  In  Jan. 
1901  a  committee  on  house  and  furnishings  was 
appointed.  It  consisted  of  Sisters  Martha  Myers, 
Fannie  Myers,  Bros.  Roy  A.  Craver,  Ennos  Myers  & 
W.O.  Lanning. 

This  is  the  final  reference  that  we  find  on  this 
matter  of  enlarging  the  church  building.  We  are  never 
told  if  it  was  completed  or  not.  However,  if  you  look  at 
a  picture  of  this  building  that  was  printed  in  The 
Dispatch,  the  local  Lexington  Newspaper,  in  1904,  it 
shows  a  part  of  the  building  that  would  indicate  that 
there  was  an  addition  to  the  building. 

Now,  in  December,  1901,  "Bro.  R.B.  Myers,  Char- 
les Wood  &  J.H.  Walser  were  appointed  as  a  commit- 
tee to  see  about  putting  in  a  new  window  sash  at  once. 
It  needs  to  be  done."  Then,  on  a  Sunday  night  in 
December,  1901,  Bro.  A.E.  Myers  was  appointed 
moderator  and  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that  we  do 
more  to  the  church  than  repair  windows.  Moved  and 
carried  that  we  rais  windows  and  arch  them  at  top. 
Also  paint  house  inside  and  outside."  A  financial 
committee  of  J.N.  Myers,  C.H.  Fritts  and  Sisters  B. 
Evans  and  Alice  Wood  was  appointed  to  work  with  the 
previously  appointed  building  committee.  There 
seems  to  be  some  disagreement  as  to  what  is  to  be 
done,  so  the  building  committee  offers  their  resigna- 
tions to  the  church  but  the  church  refused  to  accept 
their  resignations.  Instead,  two  new  members  were 
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added  to  the  committee  —  Bro.  J.L.  Myers  and  R.G. 
Craver.  In  May  1902,  two  more  people  were  added  to 
the  committee,  Bro.  W.H.  Hunt  and  C.H.  Fritts.  The 
committee  was  not  ready  to  report. 

In  June,  they  do  report  as  follows  "we  the  building 
committee  do  recommend  a  new  house  in  preference 
to  spending  money  on  the  old  house  providing  the 
strength  of  the  church  wants  a  new  house."  No  action 
was  taken  on  this  proposal  at  this  meeting.  In  the  July 
meeting  the  committee  adds  to  its  previous  report  as 
follows.  "We  the  building  committee  has  thought  best 
not  to  begin  building  this  year.  Moved  and  carried  to 
continue  committee.  Moved  that  the  committee  see 
what  can  be  rais  to  build  a  new  house  which  was  best. 
Moved  and  carried  that  the  committee  get  up  some 
plans  for  house  and  see  what  it  will  cost  to  build  same. 
Moved  and  carried  that  the  committee  have  lights 
(window  panes)  put  in  windows  of  old  house  by  winter 
so  it  will  be  confortable  through  winter."  This  is 
evidently  done,  as  a  committee  was  appointed  in 
November  to  collect  money  to  pay  for  the  glass  for  the 
windows.  In  January,  1904  a  brief  reference  indicates 
that  this  has  been  done. 

The  minutes  are  silent  on  this  matter  until  Febru- 
ary, 1907,  where  we  find  the  following.  "Moved  & 
carried  that  the  Mod.  appoint  a  com.  to  draft  plans  for 
a  new  house  or  repairing  the  old  house.  J.N.  Myers, 
C.H.  Fritts,  W.B.  Hunt,  W.W.  Myers  and  J.R.  Craver, 
committee."  They  evidently  get  right  to  work  on  their 
task,  for  in  May  there  was  a  "motion  to  reconsider  the 
selling  of  the  old  house  and  sell  to  the  highest  bider 
and  brought  $100.  at  public  auction.  House  to  be 
moved  by  Aug.  1st  1907." 

A  report  of  some  sort  is  mentioned  in  December, 
1907,  then  again  in  February  1908  "Bro.  W.B.  Hunt 
reported  carpenters  work  on  new  church  about  com- 
plete and  ask  that  all  subscriptions  be  paid  promptly." 
They  are  now  well  on  the  way  toward  completing  the 
building  that  will  serve  until  1958  as  the  house  of 
worship  for  Reeds  Baptist  Church. 

We  move  all  the  way  to  January  1910  to  find  the 
next  reference  to  the  new  building.  "Bro.  W.B.  Hunt 
reports  that  amount  paid  on  the  new  church  building 
in  all  is  $983.92.  Amount  paid  in  material  not  able  to 
respond  as  has  never  been  turned  in  to  him.  Moved 
and  carried  that  Bro.  Hunts  report  be  accepted." 

In  March,  1910  the  following  report  is  given, 
"moved  and  carried  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
finish  up  the  house  painting.  Bros.  C.H.  Fritts,  C.A. 
Snider,  R.B.  Myers,  CM.  Foster  &  C.W.  Benson  was 
appointed.  Moved  to  appoint  a  finance  committee  to 


solicit  funds  to  paint  house  as  follows,  B.O.  Myers, 
J.W.  Myers,  Grady  Shoaf,  Frank  Foster  &  Sister 
Racy  Craver." 

In  April  1910  meeting  is  the  following  entry,  "Re- 
port of  the  painting  committee  -  we  the  com.  have 
bid  from  Daniels  and  Hyatt  at  $75.00.  They  furnish 
all  paints.  The  bid  was  executed.  Committee  in- 
structed to  proceed  at  once  with  work.  Moved  and 
carried  to  paint  inside  of  house  white."  Then  in  May 
the  following  report  is  given,  "painting  on  church  done 
but  have  not  received  the  job  yet.  Paid  painters  forty 
two  dollars."  In  June,  "report  from  painting  com. 
$58.60  paid  on  painting  account."  In  July  "paid  on 
painting  debt  $14.60".  Then  in  September  "moved 
and  carried  that  the  sisters  get  a  good  grade  of 
carpet."  They  are  working  hard  to  get  the  new 
building  ready  for  a  dedication  service. 

The  October  business  meeting  gives  off  a  feeling  of 
some  of  the  excitement  that  must  have  been  building 
up  in  their  minds  as  they  are  completing  their  new 
house  of  worship.  Here  is  what  is  said:  "Moved  and 
carried  that  Rev.  Thomas  Carrick  be  invited  to  deliver 
the  sermont  at  the  dedication  of  our  church  on  the  5th 
Saboth  of  October,  1910.  Also  invite  Rev.  Henry 
Sheets  to  lead  in  prayer  -  J.R.  Craver  and  D.C. 
Craver  see  that  the  Sunday  School  rooms  be  finished 
by  the  dedication  day." 

Then  there  is  this  entry  about  dedication  day. 
"Reeds  X  Road  Church  was  dedicated  on  the  5th 
Sabbeth  of  Oct.  1910.  Addresses  was  delivered  Rev. 
H.  Morton  Henry  Sheets  Jeff  Lanning  &  D.R.  Myers. 
The  dedication  semont  was  preach  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Carrick." 

In  December,  it  was  reported  that  the  painting  bill 
was  all  paid.  This  is  the  final  reference  to  the  building 
of  the  1910  church  building. 

Now  we  go  back  to  1896  and  pick  up  with  our 
continuing  story. 

While  the  church  has  been  busy  building  the  new 
church  house,  regular  meetings  and  the  usual  prob- 
lems are  still  recurring  and  being  dealt  with.  Elder 
J.M.  Bennett  continues  through  1896  as  pastor  and 
Bro.  A.C.  Craver  is  now  serving  as  church  clerk. 
According  to  Liberty  Baptist  Association  records  the 
church  in  1896  reported  136  members,  with  a  Sunday 
School  of  70  with  A.R.  Craver  as  Superintendent. 
Five  people  were  baptised,  and  three  were  received  by 
letter.  They  are  now  meeting  on  the  first  weekend  of 
the  month  and  $177.25  was  given  to  Associational 
Missions. 

In  November  1896  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
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look  after  getting  wood  for  the  winter.  They  were  John 
Massey  and  A.E.  Myers. 

To  begin  the  year  1897,  the  pastor  preached  from 
Luke  1 1:23.  The  roll  of  members  was  called,  and  the 
committee  on  absentees  report  that  not  all  of  the 
absentees  had  been  seen,  and  the  excuses  from  the 
absentees  was  held  over  until  the  next  month's  meet- 
ing, and  a  committee  of  brethren  G.W.  Snider,  John 
Massey,  R.B.  Myers  and  A.E.  Myers  were  appointed 
to  revise  the  church  roll.  This  committee  "reported 
several  names  to  be  looked  after  by  the  church  and 
were  disposed  of  in  various  ways."  The  clerk  is 
authorized  to  "write  to  some  of  the  brethren  and  sister 
who  live  at  a  distance  and  do  not  attend."  At  one  point 
during  this  era,  a  letter  was  written  urging  those  who 
live  too  far  away  from  this  church  to  attend,  to  move 
their  membership  close  to  where  they  now  live. 

In  May  1897  plans  were  made  to  hold  a  "Missions 
Rally"  on  Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  August, 
and  that  the  church  invite  the  next  Union  Meeting  to 
hold  its  session  with  this  church,  and  in  August  the 
delegates  to  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  were 
instructed  to  invite  the  annual  session  to  meet  with 
Reeds,  however,  they  did  not  come  until  the  year  1 900. 

In  November  1897  Elder  J.M.  Bennett  was  re- 
elected pastor  for  the  coming  year  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  "to  take  subscription  on  the  pastors 
salary  for  the  ensuing  year."  In  December  Bro.  J.H. 
Walser  offered  his  resignation  as  a  deacon  but  action 
was  deferred  until  the  next  regular  meeting.  In  Janu- 
ary 1898  the  church  refused  to  accept  his  resignation. 
Bro.  J.R.  Craver  was  elected  sexton  of  the  church  at 
the  agreed  upon  salary  of  $5.00  per  year.  A  day  was  set 
on  "which  to  scour  and  clean  the  church.  Saturday 
before  the  4th  Sunday  was  the  day  set  apart." 

In  October  it  was  "moved  to  elect  a  pasture  for  the 
year  1899.  Rev.  Lambeth  (WM.)  was  elected,  how- 
ever, in  November  it  is  reported  that  Bro.  Lambeth 
cannot  serve,  then  it  was  moved  and  second  that  the 
next  highest  vote  case  for  pasture  in  October  confer- 
ence be  conferred  with  to  ascertain  if  he  will  serve  us 
next  year  which  was  Bro.  Hilliard  —  if  fale  to  see  who 
would  serve  if  called."  Then  in  December  Rev.  W.H. 
Rich  was  elected  and  the  clerk  was  authorized  to 
notify  him.  Their  pastor  for  the  past  three  years,  Rev. 
J.M.  Bennett  asks  for  a  church  letter  and  it  was 
granted. 

Then  in  January,  1899  on  Saturday  afternoon 
evidently  no  minister  present  and  deacon  J.H.  Walser 
calls  the  church  into  conference  and  immediately  "the 
church  was  called  to  go  in  an  election  to  elect  pastor 


for  insuing  year.  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  was  elected.  Bro. 
George  E.  Hunt  was  invited  to  preach  for  tomorrow. 
Elder  Miller  was  present  to  preach  and  moderate  the 
conference  in  February  and  will  remain  as  pastor  for 
seven  years.  In  August  1 899,  the  pastor  reports  that  he 
has  not  been  able  to  get  help  for  the  protracted 
meeting.  The  church  then  "moved  and  carried  that  we 
invite  Bro.  Morton  at  Thomasville  to  come  at  once  and 
help  us  in  our  meeting."  Evidently,  he  came  and  led  in 
a  good  revival  as  1 1  people  were  accepted  as  candi- 
dates for  baptism. 

Another  recurring  item  each  year  is  the  collection 
for  the  orphanage  at  Thomasville.  In  September  1 899, 
the  following  committee  was  appointed  to  get  up  the 
pledges  for  the  orphanage,  Miss  Fannie  Myers,  Sallie 
Foster,  G.W.  Snider  and  Vergal  Myers.  In  October 
1 899  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that  kind  and  cash  for 
orphanage  be  delivered  by  Monday  Evening  or  Tues- 
day Morning  at  Bro.  R.B.  Myers,  D.C.  Craver  &  Co. 
Store  or  at  Jeff  Berries."  In  November,  a  report  was 
given  that  the  committee  had  received  in  cash  $4.85 
and  in  kind  $8.51  for  a  total  of  $13.36. 

Things  seem  to  go  well  for  the  church  for  the  next 
few  months  as  the  things  that  they  deal  with  are 
relatively  routine.  Committees  appointed  and  report- 
ing with  the  spiritual  committee  having  little  to  do.  In 
June  1900,  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed  "to  see 
after  homes  for  delegates  which  will  (be)  in  atten- 
dance of  association  to  be  held  with  our  church  in 
Aug.  next."  Those  appointed  were  J.H.  Walser,  E.E. 
Jenkins,  W.B.  Hunt,  and  Sister  Alda  Myers. 

With  the  beginning  of  a  new  century  at  hand,  Elder 
J.R.  Miller  is  pastor,  and  will  remain  through  1905. 
D.C.  Craver  is  church  clerk,  with  a  church  member- 
ship of  1 23.  A.E.  Myers  is  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent, with  72  people  enrolled.  They  baptised  9  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  church  and  associational  records 
show  total  gifts  of  $144.96,  and  the  church  is  meeting 
on  the  1st  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  the  month.  C.R. 
Myers,  Jr.,  G.W.  Snider  and  J.W.  Massey  were  the 
messengers  to  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association. 

The  year  1901  could  be  characterized  as  a  year  of 
evangelism  as  the  church  reported  32  baptisms,  caus- 
ing the  church  membership  to  jump  to  157.  In  Decem- 
ber of  1901  is  the  first  official  references  to  Sunday 
Night  services  when  a  conference  is  called  for  Sunday 
night. 

During  the  year  1901  there  has  been  several  refer- 
ences to  church  attendance  and  to  doing  something 
about  delinquent  members.  Then  in  January,  1902 
their  efforts  begin  to  bring  results  of  various  kinds. 
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"Report  of  delinquence  as  follows:  Received  a  letter 
from  Sister  Dora  Hinkle  now  Keith.  She  now  living  in 
Tenn.  She  ask  for  a  letter  of  dismission  to  join  another 
church  of  same  faith  and  order  which  was  granted. 
Bro.  Arthur  Craver  ask  to  be  relieved  from  this 
committee  which  was  granted.  Bro.  Charles  Snider 
saw  Sister  Ellen  Leonard  She  stated  that  she  was 
not  able  to  attend  as  she  was  in  feeble  health.  Bro. 
R.B.  Gentle  ask  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  church 
also  his  wife  which  was  granted.  Moved  and  carried 
that  Sister  Julia  Barnes  name  be  erased  from  church 
book  as  she  has  joined  another  church  of  different 
faith  and  order." 

Many  references  are  made  during  this  period  to  the 
building  committee  and  finance  committee  for  adding 
to  the  church.  I  have  already  mentioned  this  previ- 
ously. 

An  interesting  first  is  noted  in  November,  1902,  at 
which  time  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that  we  give  our 
pastor  vacation  in  December".  Then  during  the  pas- 
tors absence  the  church  voted  unanimously  to  elect 
him  as  pastor  for  the  year  1903.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  vacation  that  I  have  found  in  the  church 
records. 

In  April  1903  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that  we 
purchase  a  new  organ."  A  committee  composed  of 
Sisters  Jennie  Myers,  Lizzie  Fritts,  Odessa  Hartly  and 
Bro.  Arthur  Myers  was  given  the  responsibility  of 
soliciting  funds  to  purchase  this  instrument.  Then  in 
June  a  committee  composed  of  Bro.  W.W.  Myers,  J.  A. 
Myers,  C.H.  Fritts,  E.E.  Jenkins  was  appointed  to  buy 
the  organ.  Nothing  further  is  said  about  the  organ 
until  April  1904  when  it  was  "moved  and  carried  to 
get  a  cover  for  the  organ.  Sisters  Mrs.  Bonnie  Evans 
and  Misses  Lizzie  Fritts  and  Sallie  Foster  were  ap- 
pointed as  committee  to  get  same."  The  next  month 
this  committee  asks  for  instructions  as  to  the  price  that 
they  are  to  pay  for  this  cover.  "They  were  instructed  to 
get  goods  to  cost  not  less  than  250  per  yard  not  more 
than  500  per  yd.  and  to  get  cover  to  reach  the  floor."  In 
June,  1904  this  committee  "reports  goods  purchased 
but  not  satisfactory.  They  were  instructed  to  take 
goods  back  and  get  satisfactory  goods."  They  evi- 
dently were  more  successful  the  next  time  as  in  July 
the  committee  was  discharged  and  that  is  the  last  that 
is  heard  of  this  matter. 

The  first  mention  of  ushers  is  found  in  February, 
1904  when  "Bro.  J.N.  Myers  resigned  as  usher,  Bro. 
Charles  Foster  was  appointed." 

The  finances  of  the  church  continues  to  be  a 
problem  with  a  special  committee  appointed  each  time 


something  needs  to  be  done  at  the  church.  In  February 
1904,  a  motion  was  passed  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  see  the  heads  of  all  of  the  households  to 
take  pledges  for  contributions  for  "incidental  ex- 
penses." This  committee  was  also  given  the  responsi- 
bility to  collect  these  pledges  during  the  year.  Bro. 
Curren  Snider  was  given  this  responsibility.  Then 
following  up  on  this  in  March  it  was  "moved  and 
carried  that  we  have  a  church  treasurer  to  handle  all 
money  excepting  the  preachers  salary."  Then  it  was 
voted  that  this  responsibility  be  given  to  the  church 
clerk.  This  evidently  did  not  suit  the  current  church 
clerk,  Bro.  D.C.  Craver,  as  he  resigned  the  job  and 
"Bro.  Arthur  Craver  was  made  clerk-treasurer."  Later 
in  May  1904  the  clerk  is  instructed  to  "pay  all 
incidental  expenses  out  of  the  funds  at  his  own 
discretion  and  make  a  quarterly  report  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  treasury." 

During  the  year  1 904  several  references  are  made  to 
a  committee  that  was  appointed  to  revise  the  church 
roll.  In  June  the  committee  is  not  ready  to  report,  but 
in  September  the  "committee  to  revise  church  roll 
report  seven  members  on  church  book  that  have  not 
been  heard  from  for  some  time.  The  clerk  was  in- 
structed to  write  these  members  and  ask  them  to  join 
another  church  if  possible." 

In  November  the  clerk  reports  that  he  has  written 
letters  to  Brethren  J.  A.  Potts  and  R.F  Warner,  Sisters 
Sarah  Myrick,  Lillie  Walser  and  M.E.  Lanier.  The 
letters  to  Warner  and  Myrick  were  returned. 

Another  first  is  found  in  the  September,  1904 
conference  report,  "On  motion  the  trustees  were 
instructed  to  see  about  purchasing  a  piano  and  if  they 
thought  best  were  given  the  authority  to  purchase." 

Elder  J.R.  Miller  is  reelected  as  pastor  for  the 
coming  year  and  his  salary  is  raised  from  $100.00  to 
$125.00  per  year. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  raise  funds  to  send 
Bro.  Jesse  Myers  to  the  Baptist  State  Convention  to  be 
held  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  In  December  a  report  was 
given  that  $3.91  had  been  raised.  Then  in  January, 
1905  the  church  treasurer  was  instructed  to  make  up 
from  church  funds  to  pay  '/:  of  his  expenses. 

In  December  a  committee  of  J.N.  Myers,  J.R. 
Craver,  and  A.R.  Craver  was  instructed  to  have  a  tree 
standing  near  the  grave  yard  removed.  In  January 
they  reported  that  the  tree  had  been  sold  for  500  and 
the  money  was  put  into  the  incidental  fund  of  the 
church. 

February,  1 905  records  the  following  entry.  "Moved 
and  carried  that  we  adopt  'the  Gospel  Hymns'  song 
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Picture  of  the  Gospel  Hymns,  chosen  as  the  church  hymnal 
in  1905. 

book  as  our  church  book.  C.H.  Fritts,  A.E.  Myers  & 
A.R.  Craver  were  appointed  committee  to  solicit 
subscriptions  to  buy  books."  This  is  the  second  time 
that  hymn  books  have  been  mentioned.  This  commit- 
tee served  until  May  at  which  time  it  was  discharged. 
There  is  no  indication  as  to  how  much  money  was 
raised. 

Bro.  Thurman  Fry  is  employed  as  sexton  at  a  salary 
of  $7.90  per  year. 

The  trustees  are  instructed  to  insure  the  school 
property.  Their  report  is  given  in  April,  1905  that  the 
school  property  is  insured  for  $600.00  for  3  years.  The 
premium  is  $13.20. 

Also  in  April  there  is  this  entry.  "Bro.  Jenkins 
suggested  organizing  a  Prayer  Meeting."  I  have  not 
found  any  further  reference  to  this  matter. 

Sister  Lillie  Walser  sent  word  to  the  church  asking 
that  the  church  withdraw  fellowship  from  her.  A 
committee  of  Bro.  W.B.  Hunt  and  C.H.  Fritts  was  sent 
to  discuss  this  matter  with  her  for  fear  that  she  had 
misunderstood  the  letter  that  had  been  sent  to  her 
some  time  ago.  The  next  month  their  report  is  as 
follows,  they  report  "that  they  saw  her  and  she  said 
she  was  satisfied  as  a  member  of  Reeds  Church  and 
had  personal  reasons  for  not  joining  a  church  nearer 
by  and  would  come  to  church  when  she  could,  and 
would  give  all  she  could  to  church  work.  The  church 
excused  her  as  her  request  to  withdraw  was  a  misun- 
derstanding on  her  part  of  the  letter  sent  her  some 
time  ago  in  reference  to  non-attendance." 

In  October  1905  "a  committee  was  appointed  to  get 
a  nice  table  for  the  church."  There  is  no  other 
description  of  this  table  or  the  need  for  a  table,  but  I 


think  we  can  probably  assume  that  it  would  be  for  use 
as  a  Lord's  Supper  Table.  In  November,  "on  motion 
the  joint  debate  between  Wallburg  Associational 
School  and  Piney  High  School  (Churchland)  be  held 
in  the  church."  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  was  unanimously 
elected  as  pastor  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  A.R.  Myers 
resigned  in  December  as  church  clerk  and  Bro.  H.C. 
Myers  was  elected  in  his  place.  Bro.  J.L.  Myers  was 
"appointed  to  purchase  a  stove  flue  and  to  receive  pay 
from  treasure.  Bro.  W.W.  Myers  was  appointed  to 
repair  stove  chimmey." 

1 906  begins  with  Elder  Miller  asking  the  church  "to 
consider  whether  he  ought  to  stay  with  this  church  or 
accept  another  field  of  work."  No  decision  was  made 
on  the  matter  in  January  but  in  February  Bro.  W.B. 
Hunt  was  elected  moderator  of  the  conference  and  the 
clerk  read  a  letter  from  "Bro.  Miller  in  which  he  offers 
his  resignation  as  pastor  of  the  church." 

The  church  accepts  his  resignation  and  imme- 
diately moves  to  "call  a  pastor  today."  Bro.  S.D. 
Swaim  was  elected  by  unanimous  vote.  A  committee 
of  Bro.  A.E.  Myers,  D.C.  Craver  and  J.W.  Cole  were 
appointed  to  "draw  up  resolutions  to  express  the  regret 
of  the  church  at  the  loss  of  our  beloved  pastor,  Bro. 
Miller." 

In  February,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
church  that  "Bro.  Swaim  wanted  the  church  to  agree 
to  give  him  $150.00  per  year  before  he  could  accept 
the  call."  The  church  agreed  to  give  him  what  he 
wanted  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Everything 
seems  to  be  getting  more  expensive  as  the  committee 
reports  that  the  lowest  bid  for  the  job  of  sexton  was  for 
$10.00  per  year. 

The  records  are  missing  from  May,  1906  through 
September,  1906.  At  this  point  the  church  building 
must  be  getting  in  pretty  bad  shape  and  it  is  discussed 
extensively. 

In  October,  1906  the  matter  is  brought  up  again, 
and  a  committee  is  appointed  to  "look  after  necessary 
repairs  of  windows  in  as  cheap  form  as  possible."  Bro. 
J.R.  Craver,  J.N.  Myers  and  C.H.  Fritts  were  the 
committee.  Then,  in  1907,  as  we  have  already  de- 
scribed, the  church  decides  that  the  best  thing  to  do  is 
to  build  a  new  building  rather  than  trying  to  repair  the 
old  one.  This  new  building  will  be  begun  in  1907  and 
dedicated  in  1910. 

In  January,  1907,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to 
"adopt  a  new  plan  for  getting  up  pastors  salary."  What 
the  new  plan  is  is  not  described,  but  it  does  not  seem  to 
be  working  much  better  for  in  December,  1907  a 
report  is  made  stating  that  they  were  "behind  some" 
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on  the  pastor's  salary. 

Following  the  June  minutes  there  is  the  following 
notation  made  by  W.B.  Hunt.  "Preaching  has  been 
going  on  regularly  all  the  time  but  the  minutes  have 
been  lost."  This  refers  to  church  records  from  July 
through  September  which  are  not  in  the  book.  It  is 
evident  from  the  February,  1909  minutes,  that  the 
pastor,  Elder  S.D.  Swaim  has  submitted  his  resigna- 
tion, as  a  "Com  appointed  correspond  with  brethren  as 
to  calling  pastor."  This  is  a  very  busy  committee  for 
the  next  year,  Bro.  J.W.  Cole  served  as  moderator  of 
the  conference  in  March.  He  was  at  that  time  princi- 
pal of  the  Reeds  Academy.  In  June,  July  and  August 
Bro.  C.H.  Fritts  serves  as  moderator  of  the  conference 
while  Bro.  George  E.  Hunt  preaches  in  June.  Bro. 
Whitehead  preaches  in  July,  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  preaches 
in  October  and  H.  Morton  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber. Elder  Whitehead  seems  to  be  the  first  choice  as 


pastor.  If  Whitehead  cannot  come  then  the  committee 
is  to  correspond  with  Bro.  W.H.  Strickland.  A  call  was 
extended  to  Bro.  Whitehead  to  come  and  serve  as 
pastor  of  the  church  and  as  principal  of  the  school.  No 
minutes  are  found  for  August  and  September,  1909, 
and  evidently  neither  of  these  men  can  serve,  for  in 
October,  1909,  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  was  present  and  a 
unanimous  call  was  extended  to  him  to  serve  the 
church  as  pastor,  no  further  reference  is  made  to  this. 
Then  in  November  Elder  H.  Morton  is  present  to 
preach  and  the  clerk  is  instructed  "to  write  to  Bro 
Thomas  Carrick  in  regard  to  serving  as  pastor."  In 
December  a  letter  is  read  from  Elder  Carrick  stating 
that  we  cannot  accept  the  call.  In  a  called  conference 
on  December  1 9,  1 909,  Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard  was  elected 
pastor  and  the  church  clerk  was  instructed  to  notify 
him  at  once.  Rev.  Hilliard  is  present  in  January  and 
will  serve  as  pastor  until  May  of  1912.  Finally  after  a 
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full  year  without  a  regular  pastor,  things  can  now 
settle  down  to  the  normal  routine  again.  In  this  same 
conference  Bro.  George  E.  Hunt  reports,  "that  the 
amount  paid  on  the  new  church  building  in  cash  is 
$983.92.  Amount  paid  in  materials  not  able  to  report 
as  has  never  been  turned  in  to  him.  Moved  and  carried 
that  Bro.  Hunts  report  be  adopted."'  In  March  1910,  a 
committee  is  appointed  to  finish  up  the  church  house 
and  to  paint  it.  In  April  a  bid  is  accepted  from  Daniel 
and  Hyatt  to  furnish  the  paint  and  to  paint  the  new 
building  for  $75.00.  The  inside  of  the  building  is  to  be 
painted  white.  By  June  $58.60  has  been  paid  on  the 
painting  contract.  $14.60  is  paid  in  July. 

All  of  this  has  been  leading  up  to  a  dedication 
service  for  the  new  building  to  be  held  on  "the  5th 
Sabath  of  Oct.  1910."  Rev.  Thomas  Carrick  was 
invited  to  deliver  the  sermon  at  the  dedication  of  the 
church  and  Rev.  Henry  Sheets  was  invited  to  lead  the 


prayer.  The  official  record  of  the  dedication  reads  as 
follows.  "Reeds  X  Road  Church  was  dedicated  on  the 
5th  Sabboth  of  Oct.  1910.  Addresses  was  delivered 
Rev.  H.  Morton  Henry  Sheets  Jeff  Lanning  &  D.R. 
Myers.  The  dedication  surmant  was  preach  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Carrick."  A  final  report  is  given  by  Bro.  W.  B. 
Hunt  that  the  painting  bill  is  all  paid  and  that  he  holds 
a  receipt  for  it. 

This  ends  another  era  in  the  history  of  Reeds  X 
Roads  Baptist  Church.  The  new  building  is  in  place. 
Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard  is  pastor.  Mr.  D.C.  Craver  is  church 
clerk.  The  current  membership  is  155  and  the  church 
has  baptized  10  people  for  the  year.  Bro.  C.H.  Fritts  is 
the  Sunday  School  Director  with  106  people  enrolled 
in  Sunday  School.  $69.00  was  pledged  to  mission 
causes  and  the  total  gifts  to  the  church  for  the  year 
1910  was  $299.38.  All  of  this  information  comes  from 
the  records  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association. 


Chapter  V  Expanding  The  Ministry  1910-1958 


The  year  1911-1958  covers  the  era  of  the  white 
frame  church  that  so  many  people  still  living  will 
remember.  We  are  including  at  the  beginning  of  this 
chapter  a  picture  of  the  building  as  it  looked  originally. 
At  the  close  of  this  chapter  we  will  include  a  picture  of 
the  church,  as  it  looked  in  the  early  1950's  with  the 
additions  that  were  added  over  the  years. 

Up  to  this  point  in  this  book  I  have  included  just  as 
much  material  as  I  could  simply  because  there  was  so 
little  available  to  us.  Also. up  to  this  point,  we  have 
very  few  people  still  with  us  who  were  eyewitnesses  to 
the  events  and  people  and  places.  At  this  point  in  our 
history,  1911,  we  do  have,  and  have  had  access  to 
persons  who  were  present  and  in  some  cases  partici- 
pants in  the  events  being  described.  The  long  span  of 
years  covered  in  this  chapter  (53  years)  will  demand 
that  we  do  more  summarizing  of  longer  periods  of 
time  than  we  have  done  in  the  previous  chapters.  I  will 
continue  to  try  to  combine  information  from  church 
records,  from  records  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Associa- 
tion and  at  this  point  I  will  try  to  include  any  personal 
accounts  or  newspaper  articles  or  materials  from  the 
Biblical  Recorder  as  well  as  personal  references  and 
notes  that  we  have  been  able  to  gather  through  our 
history  search.  I  hope  that  it  will  continue  to  be 
interesting  to  those  who  will  read  these  lines. 

The  year  1911  begins  very  much  as  the  previous 
year  closed  out.  Elder  J.M.  Hilliard  is  pastor,  D.C. 
Craver  is  church  clerk.  Mr.  Craver  is  also  serving  as 
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Existing  cornerstone  from  the  1907  building. 

sexton  of  the  church  at  $12.00  per  year.  Committees 
are  still  collecting  most  of  the  money  for  pastors' 
salary,  sexton  salary  and  most  other  expenses  or 
mission  gifts.  Something  quite  different  is  found  in  the 
records  for  March  1911,  that  is  a  protracted  meeting 
was  begun  on  March  28  and  lasted  for  8  days.  Pastor 
J.M.  Hilliard  assisted  by  Elder  Elijah  Allison  did  the 
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preaching  and  four  people  were  added  to  the  church. 
They  were  Zana  Fritts,  Ester  Foster,  Hugh  Craver  and 
Romas  Hill.  These  were  baptised  at  Craver  Park  on  a 
Sunday  morning  in  May,  at  9:30  A.M.  These  would 
have  been  the  first  candidates  for  baptism  during  the 
first  revival  in  the  new  church.  This  also  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  found  the  church  having  a  revival 
meeting  at  any  other  time  than  the  summer.  It 
probably  happened  because  they  were  in  a  new  church 
building  and  they  wanted  to  emphasize  the  impor- 
tance of  evangelism  in  the  church.  This  also  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  seen  mentioned  a  place  where  the 
church  held  baptismal  services. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  things  seem  to  be 
going  smoothly  for  the  church.  In  June,  a  collection 
was  taken  to  pay  an  .850  oil  bill,  and  in  October  the 
church  refused  to  grant  a  letter  of  dismissal  for  a  man 
and  wife  because  they  were  "in  arrears  as  to  pastors 
salary." 

In  the  Saturday  afternoon  meeting  of  May,  1912, 
Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard  offered  his  resignation  as  pastor.  It 
was  accepted.  Then  on  Sunday  morning  the  church 
was  called  into  conference  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  J.T. 
Jenkins  to  serve  as  pastor  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  At  the  time  Rev.  Jenkins  was  pastor  of  Lexington 
First  Baptist.  He  pastored  here  only  until  July,  and 
due  to  some  personal  difficulties  he  resigned  all  of  his 
pastorates.  So,  in  August,  Bro.  C.H.  Fritts  is  again 
serving  as  moderator,  preparing  to  try  to  elect  a  pastor. 
Bro.  B.O.  Myers  was  asked  to  preach  for  the  church 


the  first  weekend  in  September,  which  he  does.  At  that 
September  meeting,  Rev.  O.A.  Keller  was  unani- 
mously elected.  He  was,  in  1910,  serving  as  pastor  of 
Jersey,  Wallburg  and  New  Friendship  Churches.  He 
comes  to  Reeds  in  October  and  preaches  and  mode- 
rates the  conference.  Then  there  are  no  minutes  for 
the  remainder  of  1912,  and  when  1913  begins  Rev. 
J.H.  Vipperman  is  serving  as  supply  pastor.  So,  there 
is  no  record  of  what  happened  about  Rev.  Keller. 

Rev.  Vipperman  continued  as  supply  pastor  until 
May  1913  when  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  J.M. 
Hamrick  to  serve  the  church  as  pastor  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  year.  He  evidently  accepts  as  he  preaches 
and  conducts  conference.  There  seems  to  be  some 
sentiment  to  have  Rev.  O.A.  Keller  to  serve  the  church 
as  pastor.  In  October  1913,  the  church  voted  to  ask 
him  if  he  would  serve  as  pastor  for  1914,  "provided  he 
will  preach  for  us  on  the  first  Saturday  and  Sunday  of 
each  month."  However,  before  the  service  ended  that 
same  day,  "it  was  moved  and  carried  to  reconsider 
Rev.  O.A.  Keller  call." 

Then  in  December  Rev.  J.M.  Hamrick  declines  to 
accept  the  call  to  serve  as  pastor,  but  will  serve  as 
supply.  The  church  accepts  him  as  supply  pastor  and, 
here  is  another  first,  the  church  appoints  "a  committee 
of  five  to  look  out  for  pastor."  The  following  were 
appointed:  Bros.  W.B.  Hunt,  D.C.  Craver,  J.N.  My- 
ers, Charles  Snider,  and  Arlie  Myers.  Insofar  as  I  can 
determine  this  is  the  first  time  a  committee  is  appoin- 
ted to  look  out  for  a  pastor.  Without  any  further 
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mention  of  it,  Rev.  Hamrick  completes  the  year  as 
pastor. 

In  March  of  1915,  Rev.  Hamrick  is  still  pastor.  A 
committee  is  appointed  to  "take  under  consideration 
and  devise  plands  to  build  a  baptistry."  Bro.  W.B. 
Hunt  was  appointed  chairman,  along  with  J. A.  Myers 
and  C.  Craven  In  April  the  committee  reports  as 
follows.  "We  have  asertained  as  near  as  possible  the 
cost  would  be  about  $60.00."  Their  report  was  accept- 
ed and  the  committee  was  continued  until  the  next 
meeting.  In  May,  the  same  committee  was  appointed 
to  see  to  the  building  of  the  baptistry.  Arlie  Myers, 
Elizabeth  Perryman  and  Rosa  Massey  was  appointed 
as  a  committee  to  raise  funds  for  the  project.  The 
committee  was  not  ready  to  report  in  June,  but  in  July 
they  gave  a  favorable  report  and  the  committee  was 
continued.  No  further  reference  is  ever  made  to  the 
baptistry  or  to  either  of  these  committees  again.  I  can 
only  surmise  that  a  pool  for  baptising  was  built 
somewhere.  In  August  of  1916,  the  following  state- 
ment is  found.  "Door  of  church  was  opened  and  the 
following  joined  church.  James  C.  Leonard,  C.R. 
Leonard,  Molle  Foster,  W.E.  Leonard,  Mamie 
Leonard,  Elsie  Craver  and  Effie  Craver.  W.L.  Craver 
joined  by  letter.  Time  set  for  baptising  fourth  Sabath 
of  August  at  2:30  o'clock  p.m.  Door  church  opened  at 
pool  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Myers  joined." 

For  some  reason,  in  October  1915  a  motion  was 
brought  to  call  a  pastor.  There  is  no  indication  as  to 
why  such  a  call  would  be  voted  on  at  this  time  of  year. 
In  the  vote,  the  current  pastor,  Rev.  J.M.  Hamrick 
received  38  votes  and  Bro.  J.F.  Carter  received  20 
votes.  Bro.  Hamrick  was  declared  elected  and  it  was 
moved  and  carried  to  make  the  vote  unanimous.  The 
following  month  however,  Bro.  Hamrick  hands  in  his 
resignation  as  pastor.  It  was  accepted,  and  the  church 
immediately  called  Rev.  June  F.  Carter,  and  he  was 
elected  by  acclamation.  At  the  same  time  Bro.  Ben  O. 
Myers  asked  for  and  was  granted  a  church  letter  to 
join  with  some  other  church  of  like  faith  and  order. 
Bro.  Carter  begins  his  ministry  in  December  1915. 
One  gets  the  feeling,  in  reading  these  minutes,  that 
there  is  some  point  of  tension  and  disagreement  in  the 
church.  This  is  further  borne  out  in  the  April  meeting 
of  1 9 1 6  when,  after  only  5  months  Rev.  Carter  submits 
his  resignation  to  take  effect  the  1st  Sunday  of 
September  1916.  Action  on  this  was  deferred  until  the 
following  month.  It  was  acted  upon  in  June  and  was 
accepted.  Many  regular  things  are  acted  upon  that 
would  be  considered  important  to  them.  In  January 
1916,  Bro.  Arlie  Myers  was  designated  to  collect 


funds  to  pay  for  a  stove  for  the  Sunday  School  room. 

On  May  8th  the  men  got  together  to  saw  and  split 
wood  for  heating  the  church.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  have  a  road  graded  from  the  public  road  to 
the  church  lot.  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  and  Bro.  J. A.  Myers 
were  appointed.  Voted  to  begin  the  protracted  meeting 
on  the  2nd  Sunday  in  August.  The  road  committee  set 
Saturday  morning  the  1st  of  August  to  work  on  the 
road.  In  August  the  work  was  reported  done.  The 
church  votes  that  the  deacons  are  to  see  about  getting 
a  pastor.  In  August  a  day  was  "set  apart  for  the 
Brethren  to  meet  and  build  a  wood  shed  for  the 
church."  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  resigned  as  sexton  and  Bro. 
Arlie  Myers  and  J.W.  Myers  were  appointed  to 
employ  another  sexton.  Bessie  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
Evans  were  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for  the  or- 
phanage. Protracted  meeting  was  held  in  August  and 
eight  joined  by  profession  and  one  by  letter.  In 
October  Rev.  B.C.  Ingram  accepts  the  call  to  become 
pastor.  Bro.  B.O.  Myers  reported  that  he  had  raised 
the  money  and  paid  off  the  debt  on  the  wood  shed.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  "see  to  geting  an  organest 
for  church  servis."  Bro.  B.O.  Myers,  Arlie  Myers  and 
D.C.  Craver  were  appointed.  In  November  1916  this 
committee  was  continued.  And  so  closes  the  year 
1916,  with  Rev.  B.C.  Ingram  as  pastor  and  Mr.  D.C. 
Craver  as  church  clerk  and  a  membership  of  1 57  and  a 
Sunday  School  enrollment  of  140  and  total  gifts  for 
the  year  were  reported  to  be  $223.50.  8  People  were 
baptized  during  the  year. 

1917  begins  with  no  conference  being  held  in 
January.  In  February,  a  committee  of  J.R.  Craver, 
W.B.  Hunt  and  C.A.  Wood  were  appointed  to  "look 
after  fencing  in  the  grave  yard."  That  committee  is  not 
ready  to  report  in  March,  and  so  far  as  I  can  determine 
never  does  report.  I  assume  that  the  fence  to  the  back 
of  the  cemetery  now  is  the  one  that  is  referred  to. 

In  April,  there  is  a  reference  to  a  land  exchange 
between  the  church  and  Bro.  CM.  Foster.  There  have 
been  sketchy  references  to  such  a  proposal  as  far  back 
as  April,  1912  where  there  is  the  simple  statement 
"report  of  grave  yard  committee  —  no  trade  on  land 
—  committee  continued."  Then,  in  May,  we  read, 
"com.  on  grave  yard  reported  that  they  have  traded 
land  with  Bro.  CM.  Foster  giving  one  foot  of  land  for 
every  two  feet."  Everything  at  this  point  seems  to  be 
all  right,  but  evidently  when  it  came  time  for  the 
trustees  to  place  their  signature  on  the  deed,  some  of 
them  refused.  In  October  1913,  "moved  and  seconded 
that  the  church  do  not  swap  land  with  Bro.  CM. 
Foster.  Was  not  carried."  At  that  meeting  Bro.  L.C 
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Snider  offered  his  resignation  as  collector  for  grave 
yard  and  Bro.  R.A.  Hill  was  elected  in  his  place.  In 
September  1914,  Bro.  Hill  resigned  as  collector  for  the 
grave  yard  and  Bro.  J.W.  Massey  was  appointed. 
There  is  no  further  mention  of  this  until  April,  1917 
when  the  following  is  a  part  of  the  minutes.  "Moved 
and  carried  that  a  deed  by  made  out  and  presented  to 
the  trustees  sign  for  land  exchange  to  Bro.  CM. 
Foster.  Bro.  R.B.  Myers  ofred  his  resignation  as 
trustee.  Was  accepted."  Again,  in  May  the  matter  is 
brought  up  in  conference  "moved  and  carried  that  a 
vote  be  taking  in  regard  to  exchanging  land  with  CM. 
Foster.  Bro.  A.B.  Craver,  R.A.  Hill,  A.  L.  Myers  and 
Emitt  Fritts  was  appointed  as  tellers  and  vote  taking 
as  follows  37  for  exchanging  and  30  against  moved 
and  carried  that  a  committee  be  appointed  see  to 
exchanging  land.  Bro.  J.N.  Myers,  R.A.  Hill,  J.R. 
Craver  and  J.C  Leonard  was  appointed.  Bro.  CM. 
Foster  presented  the  church  a  deed  for  a  track  of  land 
about  '/4  acre  lot  —  The  church  extended  Bro.  Foster 
our  thanks  for  the  same." 

The  matter  finally  seems  to  be  settled  in  June  1917 
when  the  committee  presented  the  deed  which  was 
read  in  conference.  Bro.  J.C.  Leonard  was  elected 
trustee  in  place  of  Bro.  R.B.  Myers  who  had  resigned. 
But,  in  July,  it  was  reported  to  the  conference  that 
"five  trustees  had  signed  deed  the  other  three  have 
refused  to  sign  deed  at  present."  Bro.  W.W.  Myers 
offered  his  resignation  as  trustee.  In  the  August 
conference  Bro.  A.B.  Craver  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  The  matter  comes  to  a  head  in  the  October 
conference  when  it  was  "moved  and  carried  to  drop  all 
trustees  of  church  that  will  not  sign  deed  made  by 
church  to  Bro.  CM.  Foster  as  was  ordered  by  the 
church.  Carried  without  a  disenting  vote."  In  the 
November  meeting  the  following  is  found  as  a  fol- 
lowup  to  the  October  action.  "The  following  trustees 
was  dropped  from  church  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  and  Bro. 
C.A.  Wood.  Moved  and  carried  to  appoint  Bro.  J.W. 
Massey  a  trustee  of  the  church." 

The  final  entry  on  this  matter  is  found  in  March, 
1918.  "Moved  and  carried  to  raise  $1.60  to  pay  for 
registering  deeds  of  church." 

Now,  back  to  our  chronological  story  of  the  history 
of  Reeds  X  Road  Baptist  Church. 

In  one  of  the  happier  actions  by  the  congregation 
during  these  trying  times  is  the  following  June  1917 
entry.  "Moved  and  carried  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  ask  other  churches  to  set  in  Presytery  to 
ordain  Bro.  B.O.  Myers  in  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  determine  the  actual  date  of  his 


ordination,  but  it  would  have  been  in  a  few  months  of 
this.  In  August  Bro.  A.B.  Craver  was  appointed  as  a 
trustee  in  place  of  W.W.  Myers  who  resigned. 

In  March,  1918,  Bro.  D.C  Craver  offered  his 
resignation  as  church  clerk  and  James  C  Leonard  was 
elected  to  fill  the  office.  Mr.  Craver  served  in  this 
capacity  for  some  14  years. 

In  a  called  conference  on  Sunday,  March  3,  1918, 
the  church  raised  the  pastor's  salary  from  $120.00  per 
year  to  $175.00  per  year.  Evidently  Rev.  Ben  C 
Ingram  is  making  a  very  favorable  impression  on  the 
congregation.  In  April,  he  asks  the  church  to  be 
excused  from  preaching  "for  two  or  three  months  to  go 
to  school."  The  request  was  granted  and  "Bro.  Forrest 
C.  Freezor  agreed  to  take  the  work  until  Bro.  Ingram 
returned."  Then  in  July  "Bro.  Ingram  offered  his 
resignation  as  pastor  but  promised  to  see  that  we  have 
a  preacher  for  the  next  three  months."  He  actually 
continues  to  preach  and  to  moderate  the  conference 
through  June,  1919. 

Periodically  through  the  years  the  church  has  got- 
ten together  for  a  work  day  to  clean  off  the  cemetery  or 
at  times  has  paid  someone  to  do  the  job.  In  October 
1918,  a  committee  of  Bros.  W.B.  Hunt,  Chas.  A. 
Snider  and  L.C  Snider  was  appointed  to  have  the 
cemetery  cleaned  off.  In  the  next  conference  they 
reported  that  the  job  had  been  done  at  a  cost  of  $4.00. 
They  immediately  moved  and  passed  to  employ  Alex- 
ander Trantham  to  clean  off  the  cemetery  twice  a  year 
at  $8.00  per  year. 

In  the  December  meeting  a  report  was  given  of  the 
offering  given  to  the  orphanage.  (Mills  Home)  Here  is 
the  report: 

J.W.  Massey  '/2  bu.  sweet  potatoes  1 '  /2  bu.  Irish 

po. 

D.C.  Craver  ]  /i  doz.  cans  beans 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perryman  cash  500 

Odell  Perryman  cash  500 

Mrs.  H.L.  Leonard  '/2  bu  Irish  potatoes  and  1 

pumpkin 

Mrs.  J.C.  Leonard  3/4  bu.  Irish  potatoes 

Annie  Lee  Leonard  3  cans  fruit 

Maretta  Leonard  3  cans  fruit 

A  committee  of  W.B.  Hunt  and  C.A.  Snider  were 
appointed  to  get  these  goods  over  to  the  orphanage. 
They  also  appointed  a  committee  of  one,  Bro.  Virgil 
Massey,  to  raise  $2.00  to  pay  Clayton  Myers  for 
taking  a  load  of  produce  to  the  orphanage  last  year. 

January,  1919  begins  with  the  church  raising  $1.30 
"to  pay  for  oil  and  elbow  for  the  stove." 

Then  in  April,  a  vote  was  taken  to  secure  a  new 
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pastor  and  Rev.  J.T.  Gillespie  was  issued  the  call.  In 
the  May  meeting  Rev.  Ingram  reported  that  Rev. 
Gillespie  would  serve  the  church  as  pastor  on  the 
second  Sunday  of  each  month.  But,  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  for  the  church  to  hold  on  to  having 
their  preaching  on  the  first  Sunday.  So,  a  new  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  "see  about  getting  a  pastor.  W.B. 
Hunt,  C.H.  Fritts  and  Arlie  Myers  were  appointed." 

In  June,  Bro.  Ingram  reported  that  they  might  be 
able  to  get  Rev.  J.C.  Gillespie  to  serve.  A  vote  was 
taken  to  try  to  get  Bro.  J.C.  Gillespie  to  preach  at  the 
earliest  possible  time.  This  evidently  did  not  work  out 
because  in  June  it  was  voted  "to  call  Bro.  J.T.  Gillespie 
to  supply  for  us  on  the  second  Sunday  and  Sat.  before 
until  we  can  secure  a  pastor."  At  this  time  Bro.  J.T. 
Gillespie  was  serving  as  pastor  at  the  Churchland 
Baptist  Church.  He  resigns  in  January  1920  and 
concludes  his  ministry  in  February. 

In  August,  1919  a  motion  was  made  and  passed 
"that  we  buy  lamps  for  the  church.  Arlie  Myers  was 
appointed  to  purchase  the  lamps."  No  minutes  are 
recorded  for  September  —  November  of  this  year,  so 
we  know  nothing  more  about  these  lamps  for  some 
time. 

In  December  the  following  is  recorded.  "The  church 
book  was  revised  and  the  names  of  non-attendants  are 
as  follows:  Ben  Fry,  J. A.  Potts,  A.W.  Stocton,  R.J. 
Warner,  M.E.  Lanier,  Emma  Grubb,  Clara  Walser, 
Jane  Shoaf,  Minnie  Perryman,  Edna  Sink,  Fanny 
Barber,  Lilly  Lomax,  Walser  and  Katie  Myers.  The 
church  clerk  is  asked  to  correspond  with  these  mem- 
bers in  regard  to  attendance.  Those  excluded  from  the 
church  book  are  as  follows:  Callie  Evans,  Sallie 
Everhart,  Sarah  E.  Lanning." 

Bro.  Billie  Myers  was  elected  to  serve  as  Treasurer 
for  what  was  called  the  "75  million  campaign."  For 
some  reason  Mr.  Myers  did  not  serve  very  long  for  in 
March,  1920,  Bro.  D.C.  Craver  was  elected  as  trea- 
surer of  this  special  effort.  Its  intention  was  to  pay  off 
heavy  debts  that  had  been  incurred  by  our  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  its  agencies.  Each  church  was 
encouraged  to  give  special  over  and  above  gifts  to  try 
to  raise  $75,000,000  to  pay  the  convention  out  of  debt. 
Because  of  the  lack  of  sufficient  records  I  have  not 
been  able  to  determine  what  this  church  contributed 
to  this  campaign.  In  April  1920  "moved  and  carried 
that  we  adopt  the  final  report  on  the  75  million 
campaign." 

1920  begins  with  Pastor  J.T.  Gillespie  submitting 
his  resignation  as  pastor.  At  a  called  conference  on 
January  18,  1920,  moderated  by  Mr.  C.H.  Fritts,  the 


church  voted  to  call  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  as  pastor.  In 
February,  it  was  reported  by  Bro.  W.B.  Hunt  "that  he 
had  not  heard  anything  from  Bro.  Love  in  regard  to 
accepting  the  pastorate."  A  motion  was  made  "that 
the  clerk  write  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  in  regard  to  accepting 
the  pastorate  of  our  church."  The  March  conference 
opens  with  the  statement,  "preaching  by  Pastor  Hoyle 
Love."  This  will  be  the  first  of  two  pastorates  by  Rev. 
Love.  He  will  return  for  another  pastorate  in 
1937-1938  for  a  total  of  about  24  months. 

Two  committees  were  appointed  in  February,  one, 
of  CM.  Foster,  L.C.  Snider  and  J.W.  Massey,  to  see  to 
getting  wood  to  heat  the  church  for  next  winter.  The 
second  was  to  investigate  the  cost  and  the  number  of 
lights  required  to  light  the  church.  D.C.  Craver,  J.N. 
Myers  and  C.H.  Fritts  were  appointed.  The  commit- 
tee is  not  ready  to  report  in  March  and  April.  In  May 
they  report  as  follows,  "$57.00  subscribed  comm. 
continued."  Then  in  July,  Bro.  D.C.  Craver  reported 
that  "there  was  a  man  out  today  to  investigate  the 
wiring  of  the  church."  In  August,  1920  we  are  told 
"the  bill  of  lighting  the  church  was  presented  and  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  light  committee."  This  is  the  last 
that  is  heard  of  the  lighting  committee.  We  must 
assume  that  the  church  building  is  now  equipped  with 
electricity  and  electric  lighting. 

The  matter  of  the  pastor's  salary  came  up  in  a  called 
conference  on  April  4,  1920,  "a  motion  was  made  and 
unanimously  carried  to  guarentee  Bro.  Hoyle  Love  a 
salary  of  $300.00  per  year."  However,  in  the  August 
conference,  without  any  mention  the  pastor's  resigna- 
tion there  is  this  entry.  "The  matter  of  securing  a 
pastor  was  taken  up  and  after  some  discussion  Rev. 
J.C.  Gillespie  was  unanimously  called." 

There  is  no  conference  in  September  or  October, 
1920.  In  November  Rev.  Gillespie  is  present  and 
preaches  and  moderates  the  conference.  Bro.  James 
C.  Leonard  resigns  as  church  clerk  and  is  succeeded 
by  Bro.  Arlie  Myers,  and  so  ends  the  year  1920. 

The  first  business  matter  conducted  in  1921  was  the 
vote  to  schedule  the  revival  meeting  to  begin  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  July  with  Rev.  J. P.  Bennett  helping 
with  the  preaching.  In  May,  a  very  significant  matter 
is  brought  before  the  church.  We  must  remember  that 
up  to  this  time  the  church  has  been  holding  preaching 
services  on  only  one  weekend  per  month.  A  real  step 
forward  is  being  considered  as  the  church  "moved  and 
carried  to  appoint  a  com.  to  confer  with  Churchland 
com.  in  regards  to  making  a  field  and  securing  a  pastor 
full  time  between  the  two  churches.  J.N.  Myers,  C.H. 
Fritts,  D.C.  Craver  were  appointed." 
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This  is  probably  brought  about  by  a  program  in  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association.  In  the  1919  minutes  of 
the  Association  we  find  the  following  statement  in  a 
report  on  pastoral  support  by  CM.  Wall,  "we  com- 
mend the  Executive  Committee  in  their  efforts  to  help 
to  arrange  fields  whereby  a  pastor  can  be  located  in 
every  community  in  our  Association."  A  resolution 
was  then  offered  by  G.C.  Palmer  on  this  matter  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  composed  of  R.E.  White, 
P.L.  Feezor  and  G.C.  Palmer  to  bring  suggestions  to 
the  body  as  to  how  this  could  be  best  accomplished. 
The  following  year  a  report  is  brought  to  the  Liberty 
Association  about  groupings  of  churches  to  accom- 
plish this.  The  Reeds  and  Churchland  churches  are 
seeking  to  follow  these  suggestions. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  further  mention  of 
this  committee  or  of  what  happened  at  this  time  on 
this  matter,  but  it  becomes  obvious  that  this  kind  of 
thinking  is  at  work  in  the  calling  of  future  pastors,  and 
this  dream  will  eventually  become  a  reality. 

Two  committees  were  appointed  in  June  1921,  one 
to  hire  a  sexton  for  the  church  and  a  second  one  to  see 
after  painting  the  church.  No  report  is  ever  given  on 
the  actions  of  these  committees,  however  they  are 


mentioned  from  time  to  time. 

In  October  1 92 1  the  church  "moved  and  carried  that 
we  extend  an  invitation  to  the  M.E.  Church  to  locate 
here  in  our  community.  This  evidently  is  a  reference  to 
the  formation  and  establishing  of  the  Reeds  Methodist 
Church  here  in  this  community  which  was  established 
in  1926.  Later  on,  in  November  1925,  a  "motion  made 
to  let  the  M.E.  (Methodist  Episcopal)  congregation  use 
the  church  until  the  completion  of  their  church.  Also,  in 
this  meeting,  the  deacons  were  instructed  to  "look  out 
for  a  pastor."  Evidently  Rev.  J.C.  Gillespie  has  submit- 
ted his  resignation.  J.M.  Bennett  was  the  moderator  of 
this  conference. 

In  December,  1921,  a  list  of  preachers'  names  were 
presented  to  the  church  as  follows.  "Rev.  Hudson,  Rev. 
Fry,  Rev.  Combs  and  Rev.  Barrs.  Rev.  Barrs  was 
unanamously  elected  to  serve  as  pastor."  This  was  the 
beginning  of  a  very  active  and  productive  pastorate 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  W.L.  Barrs.  During  the 
year  1922  Rev.  Barrs  served  as  pastor  of  three 
churches,  Reeds,  Rich  Fork,  and  Welcome.  This 
would  probably  account  for  the  notation  in  February 
1922  that  the  church  voted  to  change  their  preaching 
day  from  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  to  the  second 


Our  neighbor,  Reeds  Methodist  Church,  as  it  looks  today  in  1989. 
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First  parsonage  at  Reeds  Baptist  Church,  1922. 


Sunday  of  the  month.  This  would  have  been  necessary 
to  fit  Reeds  into  his  schedule  with  the  other  churches. 

Also  in  December,  1921,  the  church  voted  to  buy 
carpet  for  the  church,  and  Bros.  J.C.  Leonard,  W.W. 
Myers  and  Sister  Esta  Foster  were  appointed  to 
collect  funds  to  pay  for  the  carpet.  In  February,  Mrs. 
Alda  Craver  was  put  on  the  committee  to  buy  carpet. 

At  a  called  meeting  on  March  26,  1922,  another 
historic  vote  was  taken.  It  reads  "moved  and  carried  to 
build  a  parsonage.  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  give  a  lot  for 
building  purposes  provided  they  built  on  it.  It  was 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  church."  In  April,  then, 
a  building  committee  for  the  parsonage  was  appointed 
by  the  moderator  and  included  Bro.  J.W.  Myers,  J.C. 
Leonard,  J.F.  Foster,  Dr.  FL.  Mock.  Others  could  be 
appointed  by  this  committee  to  serve  if  they  were 
needed.  In  May  a  vote  was  taken  to  "accept  any  funds 
from  other  churches  for  rent  on  parsonage."  This 
probably  means  that  at  any  time  that  a  pastor  for 
more  than  one  church  lived  in  the  local  parsonage, 
they  would  be  expected  to  help  with  living  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Reeds  Church  in  providing  for  the 
pastor.  This  parsonage  would  be  the  house  on  hwy  1 50 
just  south  of  the  Crossroads  and  is  still  in  use  as  a 


dwelling  where  Mrs.  Bonnie  Williford  now  lives,  just 
south  of  Reed  Crossroad. 

The  first  mention  of  Sunday  School  rooms  is  found 
in  April  1922  when  the  church  authorized  the  Sunday 
School  to  "pay  Bro.  Bloom  for  money  advanced  in 
Sunday  School  rooms." 

There  are  several  things  at  this  point  that  cannot  be 
cleared  up  because  there  are  no  minutes  for  June, 
1922  until  March  1923.  The  first  item  in  March  was 
to  adopt  a  motion  to  fence  in  the  grave  yard.  A 
committee  of  J.F  Foster,  W.B.  Hunt,  G.B.  Blum,  C.H. 
Fritts,  J.C.  Leonard  and  E.L.  Myers  was  appointed  to 
see  to  this  task. 

There  are  no  records  then  until  August  when  the 
church  voted  to  invite  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
to  meet  with  us  in  1 924.  Sometime  during  1 924,  under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  Barrs,  the  church  moves  to  '/: 
time  services. 

In  December  a  motion  is  carried  to  "build  Sunday 
School  rooms."  A  committee  was  appointed  with 
instructions  that  they  are  to  investigate  plans  that 
have  been  used  by  other  churches.  C.H.  Fritts,  O.M. 
Staton,  CM.  Foster,  W.B.  Hunt  and  J.N.  Myers  were 
appointed.  In  January  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
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Baptismal  service  at  the  Yadkin  River,  1926. 


solicit  funds  for  building  these  Sunday  School  rooms. 
Mrs.  Clyde  Snider,  Misses  Newell  Hunt  and  Esta 
Foster  and  J.H.  Farabee  were  appointed. 

At  this  point,  February  1 924  there  seems  to  be  some 
controversy  about  the  lot  where  the  parsonage  has 
been  built.  A  motion  was  made  that  "the  church  buy 
the  lot  of  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  which  the  parsonage  is  on  at 
the  purchase  price  of  $150.00,"  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  collect  funds.  However,  later  in  the 
month  at  a  called  conference  on  February  24,  "a 
motion  was  made  by  Bro.  J.F  Foster  to  accept  the 
deed  as  made  for  the  parsonage  lot  by  Bro.  J.R. 
Craver,  and  seconded  by  Bro.  J.W.  Massey,  and 
unanimously  carried  after  which  the  church  extended 
thanks  to  Mr.  Craver  for  the  parsonage  lot."  Later  in 
the  year  (September,  1925)  a  well  was  dug  at  the 
parsonage  and  in  October  a  flue  was  built. 

In  July  1925  it  was  voted  to  rent  the  parsonage  to 
J.L.  Myers  at  $  1 2.00  per  month,  and  to  build  steps  and 
a  platform  at  the  home. 

Up  until  this  time  the  church  has  been  heated  by 
wood  burning  heaters.  In  November  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  "see  about  a  heating  system  for  the 
church."   The   committee   was   O.M.    Staton,   J.C. 


Leonard,  J.N.  Myers,  J.H.  Farabee  and  B.O.  Myers. 
In  December  this  committee,  after  having  looked  at 
several  heating  plants,  they  recommended  that  a 
heating  system  be  installed  in  the  church.  It  was 
carried.  It  was  found  that  a  "good  second  hand 
heating  system"  could  be  gotten  from  Charlie  Mont- 
castle.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  see  after  it. 
From  the  records  there  is  no  further  mention  but  from 
discussion  with  individuals  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  purchased  and  installed. 

At  some  point  between  November  1925  and  De- 
cember 1925  conference  meetings,  the  pastor,  Rev. 
W.L.  Barrs  resigns  as  in  December  Rev.  R.C.  Foster  is 
called  to  serve  as  supply  pastor.  Then  in  February 
1926,  Rev.  Foster  is  called  as  pastor  at  the  salary  of 
$600.00  per  year.  In  March,  Bro.  A.B.  Craver  was 
appointed  as  sexton  at  $45.00  per  year. 

At  this  point  the  records  again  are  not  complete. 
Many  months  are  missing  and  as  with  1929,  there  are 
no  records  of  conferences  from  August  1928  until 
December  14,  1930,  then  several  months  are  missing 
in  1931.  We  can  only  report  what  records  that  we 
have,  so  these  will  seem  somewhat  sketchy. 

The  1925  protracted  meeting  was  reported  with  12 
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candidates  for  baptism,  the  preacher  was  Rev.  C.A. 
Rhyne.  The  1926  revival  preacher  was  Rev.  W.G. 
Hughey  and  there  were  21  candidates  for  baptism. 
Mrs.  Laura  Mae  Foster  Mallard  was  among  the  group 
and  she  remembers  the  baptismal  service  at  Wood 
Island  on  the  Yadkin  River. 

*In  January  1928,  CM.  Foster  was  elected  as  janitor 
for  the  year  and  three  new  deacons  were  elected  and 
ordained.  They  were  J.  W.  Myers,  J.F.  Foster  and  Neal 
Carter.  A  very  interesting  entry  is  found  in  April  1 928 
where  we  find,  "the  following  were  appointed  as 
deaconettes  Mrs.  Alda  Craver,  Mrs.  Minnie  Snider, 
Mrs.  J.H.  Farabee."  I  have  no  idea  as  to  the  reason  for 
these  appointments,  nor  what  their  duties  are  to  be. 

In  June  1928  Pastor  R.C.  Fosters  resignation  as 
pastor  is  accepted  and  a  motion  was  made  to  call  "Bro. 
Lemon"  as  pastor  for  the  coming  year.  Then  in  August 
"a  motion  was  made  to  call  Rev.  C.H.  Foster  as  pastor 
for  the  coming  year,  for  six  hundred  dollars  a  year  and 
house  rent.  Evidently  "Bro.  Lemon"  was  not  available. 
Rev.  C.H.  Rhyne  is  back  in  1928  to  preach  the  August 
revival  and  10  were  received  for  baptism  and  were 
"given  the  right  hand  fellowship."  Evidently  Rev.  C.H. 
(Cap)  Foster  remained  as  pastor  until  the  end  of  1930 
when  the  church  voted  to  call  Rev.  E.W.  (Esca)  Turner 
as  pastor  for  1931. 

In  June  1931  the  church  appointed  Mr.  Frank 
Foster  to  take  out  fire  insurance  on  the  church 
building  and  repairs  were  authorized  on  the  church 
building  and  parsonage.  It  was  insured  for  $2,000.00 
for  $8.00  per  year.  The  rent  on  the  parsonage  was 
reduced  from  $10.25  per  month  to  $8.00  per  month. 

Again,  several  months  of  minutes  are  missing. 
Sometime  during  this  time  Mrs.  Alda  Craver  is 
elected  as  church  clerk  and  will  remain  in  that  task 
until  September  1 933.  In  July  she  gives  a  report  to  the 
church  on  the  financial  condition  of  the  church  "which 
was  very  good." 

In  September  the  church  adopts  the  church  letter  to 
the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  which  reported  Rev. 
E.W.  Turner  as  pastor,  Mrs.  Alda  Craver  as  clerk,  a 
total  membership  of  278,  1 1  new  members  for  the 
year,  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  300  with  LA. 
Myers  as  superintendent,  and  total  gifts  to  the  church 
for  the  year  of  $870.33.  Bro's.  C.L.  Snyder,  Frank 
Foster,  J.N.  Myers,  N.C.  Carter,  R.W.  Hege  and  E.A. 
Snider  were  elected  to  represent  Reeds  Church  as 
messengers. 

Rev.  J.M.  Hayes,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Lexington  was  the  preacher  for  the  protracted  meet- 
ing beginning  on  the  4th  Sunday  of  August,  1931.  12 


members  were  added  by  baptism  and  the  group  was 
baptised  at  Sinks  Pond  on  Tyro  Road. 

Something  new  in  financing  the  affairs  of  the 
church  in  September  1931.  After  the  many  years 
financing  by  personal  solicitation  for  funds  for  each 
different  cause,  now  a  motion  is  accepted  by  the 
church  to  "put  on  an  every  member  canvass  and  the 
following  members  were  appointed  to  make  the  can- 
vass: Rev.  E.W.  Turner,  R.W.  Hege,  J.F.  Foster,  Mrs. 
G.F  Koonts  and  Mrs.  Alda  Craver."  Under  this 
program  every  member  of  the  church  would  be  con- 
tacted and  asked  to  pledge  to  give  a  certain  amount  in 
the  church  treasury  on  a  regular  basis  --  weekly  or 
monthly.  This  is  the  forerunner  of  most  financial 
programs  in  use  in  Southern  Baptist  churches  today. 

In  November  and  December  1931  a  discussion 
comes  up  about  a  Sunday  School  room  for  "the  adult 
women"  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  cost  and  best  location  for  the  room.  A  building 
committee  was  then  appointed  composed  of  James 
Farabee,  Gene  Hege  and  Golden  Koonts.  On  January 
24,  1932,  the  room  is  reported  finished  at  a  cost  of 
$300.00  with  most  of  the  labor  given  free. 

Rev.  E.W.  Turner  concluded  his  ministry  at  the  end 
of  April,  and  Rev.  E.C.  Roach  was  elected  to  succeed 
him,  and  he  begins  his  ministry  on  June  second 
Sunday  1932. 

A  very  interesting  entry  is  found  in  June.  "The 
church  decided  to  have  a  home  coming  program  the 
4th  Sunday  in  June.  Mrs.  J.H.  Farabee  and  Mrs. 
Clyde  Snyder  were  appointed  to  serve  as  a  program 
committee."  This  is  the  first  mention  that  I  have  found 
concerning  our  long-standing  Homecoming  Day  on 
the  fourth  Sunday  of  June. 

In  September  of  this  year  the  deacons  "recommend 
to  the  church  our  present  staff  of  Sunday  School 
officers  to  serve  another  year  which  recommendation 
was  accepted  by  the  church." 

There  are  no  minutes  for  seven  months  until  April 
23,  1933.  At  this  meeting  the  deacons  recommended 
that  "the  choir  space  be  enlarged  temporally  for  the 
coming  revival  meeting  in  July."  The  church  accepted 
their  recommendation.  Then  on  April  30,  the  deacons 
recommend  that  the  church  ask  the  deacons  to  ask  the 
county  commissioners  to  send  out  a  state  authority  to 
"lay  off  a  road  into  our  church  property."  Ralph 
Craver,  Jim  Farabee  and  Frank  Foster  were  appointed 
to  appear  before  the  commissioners. 

In  June,  more  hymn  books  were  purchased  for  the 
church.  Rev.  Roach  must  be  doing  a  very  good  job  as 
the  church  votes  to  increase  his  salary  by  $100.00. 
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The  first  listing  for  church  and  Sunday  School 
officers  is  found  in  August  1933.  Those  serving  were 
Graham  Myers,  Church  Clerk;  N.C.  Carter,  Church 
Treasurer;  Annie  Lee  Leonard,  Church  Secretary; 
Mrs.  C.W.  Snyder,  Pianist;  Mozelle  Carter,  Assistant 
Pianist;  E.G.  Fritts,  Choir  Leader;  Park  Myers,  Assis- 
tant Choir  Leader;  Arlie  Myers,  Sunday  School  Su- 
perintendent; J.R.  Michael,  Assistant  Sunday  School 
Superintendent;  A.R.  Craver,  Sunday  School  Secre- 
tary; J.T  Myers,  Assistant  Sunday  School  Secretary. 
Also  the  church  voted  "to  hold  conference  on  the  4th 
Sunday  in  each  month  and  that  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  conference  be  read." 

Several  items  of  business  are  recorded  in  Septem- 
ber. 

CM.  Foster  was  elected  church  janitor  for  the 

year. 

Rev.  Roach  was  granted  permission  to  paper  one 

room  in  the  parsonage. 

Ordered  that  fire  insurance  premiums  be  paid. 
-  Tuesday  September  25  be  set  as  the  day  to  clean 

the  cemetery  of  rubbish. 

Church  secretary  reported  the  financial  aspects 

of  the  church  was  very  good. 
A  break  again  appears  in  the  minutes  of  the  church. 
We  have  no  records  between  December  1933  and 
April  12,  1936.  Other  records  show  that  Rev.  E.C. 
Roach  continues  as  pastor  during  these  years.  J. 
Graham  Myers  is  clerk  in  1933,  and  Leo  Hobbs  in 
clerk  in  1936. 

In  the  April  1936  conference  Bro's.  Early  and  Clyde 
Snyder  were  elected  to  serve  on  a  committee  to  see 
after  cleaning  of  the  cemetery.  Those  who  are  hired  to 
do  the  work  on  the  cemetery  are  not  to  be  paid  more 
than  $.20  per  hour.  It  was  also  voted  that  all  persons 
not  members  of  the  church  must  pay  $5.00  per  grave 
in  the  cemetery. 

In  October  of  1936  Rev.  Roach,  his  wife  and 
daughter,  Pauline  are  granted  a  church  letter  and  he 
moderates  the  conference  for  the  last  time.  C.H. 
Fritts,  J.T.  Foster,  Arlie  Myers,  Harvey  Beck,  and  J.C. 
Leonard  are  appointed  as  the  pulpit  committee.  The 
next  entry  in  the  church  book  is  dated  February  6, 
1937  at  which  time  the  church  is  called  into  confer- 
ence and  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  is  called  as  pastor  for  the 
second  time  and  will  remain  until  the  end  of  1938. 
On  July  19,  1937,  approved  a  plan  to  meet  in 
conference  every  three  months  on  the  Wednesday 
night  after  the  4th  Sunday,  and  then  to  observe  the 
Lord's  Supper  on  the  following  Sunday.  Prior  to  this 
time  the  Lord's  Supper  was  being  held  only  one  time 


per  year. 

Here  also  we  find  the  first  mention  of  what  is  called 
the  Cooperative  Program.  It  was  adopted  and  agreed 
that  $5.00  per  month  be  sent  for  missions. 

In  this  July,  1937  conference,  a  very  significant 
motion  is  made  that  establishes  the  rotating  system  for 
deacons.  Here  is  how  it  was  originally  proposed.  "It  as 
moved  and  carried  that  we  elect  as  our  deacons  Bro. 
C.H.  Fritts  for  a  period  of  one  year.  C.  A.  Snyder  for  a 
period  of  two,  and  Bro.  Will  Lanning  for  a  period  of 
three.  And  Bro.  J.F  Foster  &  Billie  Myers  be  elected 
for  a  period  of  three  years  each.  Bro.  Walser  Mize  and 
Virgil  Lanning  was  elected  as  new  deacons.  "These 
last  two  would  probably  be  placed  in  the  rotation  at  2 
years  although  the  record  does  not  show  this.  In  April, 
1938,  five  new  men  were  added  to  the  board  of 
deacons.  They  were  Leo  Hobbs,  T.R.  Koontz,  Lorenzo 
Craver,  H.S.  Beck  and  Arlie  Myers.  There  is  no 
instruction  as  to  how  this  fit  into  the  rotation  but  this 
probably  made  a  board  of  nine  active  deacons.  In 
September,  1958,  there  was  a  vote  to  increase  the 
number  from  nine  to  twelve. 

In  this  September  1937  meeting  there  also  was  a 
committee  of  three  appointed  to  "revise  the  church 
roll  book.  Arlie  Myers,  Jim  Farabee,  Leo  Hobbs  were 
elected  on  this  committee."  Later  they  will  bring 
recommendations  affecting  the  church  membership  of 
a  group  of  people. 

Things  are  changing  rapidly  for  the  growing  con- 
gregation. On  August  8,  1937  a  committee  of  three  is 
elected  "to  recommend  to  the  church  a  Supt.  and  Ass. 
Sup.  J.F.  Foster,  Mrs.  Alto  Craver,  Leo  Hobbs."  This 
sounds  very  much  like  our  nominating  committee  of 
today.  Arlie  Myers  was  recommended  as  S.S.  Super- 
intendent and  Grady  Morphis  was  the  Asst.  Superin- 
tendent. On  August  29,  1937,  the  following  were 
elected  church  and  Sunday  School  officers.  Church 
Treasurer,  Billie  Myers;  Financial  Secretary,  Ellis 
Hobbs;  Church  Clerk,  T.R.  Koontz;  S.S.  Treasurer, 
Graham  Myers;  Asst.  S.S.  Secretary  Park  Myers; 
Pianist,  Mrs.  C.W.  Snyder;  Choir  Leader,  E.G.  Fritts; 
Janitor,  Wilson  Foster.  Then  on  September  12,  the 
following  teachers  were  elected  for  the  Sunday 
School,  Men's  Adult  Teacher,  B.O.  Myers;  T.E.L. 
Class,  Mrs.  Alda  Craver;  Young  Mothers  Class,  Mrs. 
Clyde  Snyder,  Teacher  and  Mrs.  A.R.  Craver  as 
Assistant.  The  Young  Men's  Class,  J.F.  Foster,  teacher 
T.R.  Koontz,  Assistant.  The  Young  Ladies  Class,  Mrs. 
J. A.  Myers,  teacher  and  Mrs.  A.R.  Craver,  Assistant; 
Intermediate  Boys,  B.F  Osborne;  Intermediate  Girls, 
Mrs.  Henry  Michael,  teacher  and  Mrs.  Leo  Hobbs, 
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assistant;  Jr.  Boys,  J.W.  Morphis,  teacher  and  Henry 
Michael,  assistant;  Jr.  Girls,  Miss  Martha  Snyder, 
Beginner  Department,  Miss  Annie  Leonard,  and  Be- 
ginner Department,  Mrs.  J.H.  Farabee.  We  have 
listed  all  of  these  to  give  you  a  picture  of  Reeds  Baptist 
Church  at  a  particular  time  in  history. 

The  mission  spirit  of  the  church  is  very  well  shown 
by  the  entry  listed  September  26,  1937.  "Moved  and 
carried  that  we  send  an  offering  to  China  for  relief  of 
missionary's,  $19.36."  In  this  same  meeting  three  new 
trustees  are  elected  for  a  period  of  three  years.  They 
were  Jim  Farabee,  Herman  Myers,  and  Will  Lanning. 
Evidently  a  new  communion  set  has  been  purchased  as 
the  treasurer  is  instructed  to  pay  for  it.  Cost  $8.20.  For 
the  first  time  the  Womens  Missionary  Society  makes  a 
report  to  the  church  as  follows:  "Starting  July  1,  1937 
money  on  hand  $1.00.  Ending,  September  20  Bal. 
$1.93.  G.A.  reports  balance  on  hand  $.80."  Their 
report  to  the  church  was  adopted. 

Among  the  items  dealt  with  at  conference  on 
December  29  were  motions  which  passed  that  the 
church  refuse  to  grant  a  church  letter  to  any  other 


denomination  except  Baptist,  and  the  necessary  steps 
be  taken  to  put  a  new  roof  on  the  parsonage.  So,  the 
year  1937  ends  with  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  as  pastor,  Bro. 
T.R.  Koontz  as  church  clerk,  a  total  church  member- 
ship of  309,  total  gifts  to  the  church  of  $1,270.34, 
mission  gifts  of  $205.87,  10  baptisms  and  LA.  Myers 
Superintendent  of  a  Sunday  School  of  346  people 
enrolled. 

The  year  1938  begins  with  the  church  withdrawing 
fellowship  from  three  members  for  "non-fellowship". 
They  were  Minnie  Perryman,  Louis  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  Snyder  Shoaf.  This  simply  means  that  these 
persons  had  joined  a  church  of  a  different  faith  and 
order.  Also  a  plan  was  adopted  whereby  "the  church 
buy  flowers  for  any  member  of  church  at  death,  and  is 
not  member  of  Sunday  School  Class."  Mrs.  Ralph 
Craver,  Mrs.  Royal  Leonard  and  Mrs.  Hoyle  Love  is 
the  committee  to  oversee  this.  In  the  report  time  the 
Sunday  School  reported  an  average  attendance  of 
222.  With  an  enrollment  of  346,  this  means  that  64% 
of  their  enrollment  is  attending  regularly. 

At  this  point,  August  21,  1938,  this  record  book  that 


The  altar  of  the  1910  building  decorated  for  the  wedding  of  Leroy  and  Carrie  (Morphis)  Byerly  in  1948. 
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we  have  used  as  our  basic  source,  closes.  There  is  a 
March  30,  1938  entry  which  states,  "pastor  has  been 
paid  for  the  recording  book  for  the  church."  I  believe 
that  this  means  that  a  new  book  for  recording  the 
minutes  of  business  meetings  has  been  purchased  and 
will  replace  the  previous  record  book.  The  problem  is 
that  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  this  book.  It  may  be  in 
someone's  attic  somewhere  but  it  has  not  surfaced  at  this 
time.  The  next  official  records  that  we  have  of  church 
business  meetings  begins  in  October  1952.  So  you  can 
readily  see  our  dilemma  at  this  point.  This  leaves  us 
without  any  records  for  the  closing  months  of  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Hoyle  Love,  the  entire  pastorate  of 
Rev.  N.C.  Teague  (Feb.  1939-Dec.  1948),  the  supply 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Horace  V.  Kinney,  (Jan.  1949-July 
1949),  and  almost  three  years  of  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Malvin  C.  Swicegood  (Dec.  1949-May  1954). 

There  are  a  few  scattered  sources  of  information 
available  to  us  for  these  years.  One  of  these  sources  is 
the  minutes  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association.  These 
records  have  been  summarized  in  summary  No.  5  in 
the  back  of  this  book.  In  addition  to  the  above 
notations  on  the  pastors  during  this  period,  we  learn 
that  Mr.  T.R.  Koontz  continues  as  church  clerk  until 
1940  when  Mr.  T.D.  Phelps  served  through  1942.  At 
this  point  Mr.  Horace  Myers  became  clerk  and  served 
until  1950.  Then  Mrs.  Beatrice  Koonts  began  and 
served  until  1961. 

This  was  a  period  of  growth  in  many  areas  of  the 
work  of  the  church.  Rev.  N.C.  Teague  was  jointly 
called  as  pastor  with  the  Churchland  Church  in  1939 
at  a  salary  of  $1,500.00  dollars  per  year,  with  each 
church  paying  x  ji  this  amount.  He  would  live  in  the 
Reeds  parsonage.  In  February  1945,  Rev.  Teague 
would  become  the  first  full-time  pastor  of  Reeds 
church,  and  would  remain  as  pastor  until  1 948.  One  of 
his  final  acts  as  pastor  at  Reeds  was  to  hold  an 
ordination  service  for  Luther  H.  Morphis  on  Sunday, 
December  26,  1948.  At  this  time  also,  Nolan  Teague, 
his  son,  was  licensed  to  preach  as  the  opportunity 
presented  itself. 

On  Sunday,  January  2,  1949,  Bro.  Horace  V. 
Kinney  began  an  interim  pastorate  which  lasted  until 
June  of  that  year.  The  Associational  record  then  shows 
Rev.  M.C.  Swicegood  as  assuming  the  pastorate  some- 
time in  1949.  Since  the  record  would  have  been  sent  in 
shortly  after  the  end  of  August,  he  would  have  been 
elected  sometime  between  June  and  August  of  1949. 
He  would  remain  as  pastor  until  May  of  1954. 

In  July  of  1954,  Dr.  FM.  Powell,  a  retired  minister 
and  Seminary  professor,  living  in  Thomasville,  be- 


came interim  pastor  and  served  seventeen  months  in 
this  capacity  until  November  of  1955. 

Rev.  Bennie  Crawford,  of  Edenton,  N.C.  began  his 
ministry  here  on  Sunday,  December  4,  1955  and 
remained  as  pastor  until  March  of  1969. 

On  June  22,  1 969,  Rev.  John  H.  Pace  came  from  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Marietta,  S.C.  to  begin  a 
pastorate  that  has  continued  until  the  present. 

More  complete  biographical  material  is  found  in 
summary  No.  2  in  the  back  of  this  book.  Pictures  are 
also  printed  where  they  are  available. 

Since  we  have  no  verifiable  church  records  for  the 
period  1938-1952,  we  must  depend  on  scattered 
sources  of  information  to  guide  us  through  this  time. 
Statistics  for  the  church  can  be  found  in  the  Liberty 
Baptist  Associational  minutes  that  are  summarized  in 
the  back  of  this  book. 

A  second  source  of  information  is  to  be  found  in 
church  bulletins.  The  volume  I  number  I  bulletin  is 
dated  May  9,  1943,  and  at  this  point  this  will  become  a 
major  source  of  information  for  these  years.  Mr. 
Edwin  Hunt  is  thanked  several  times  in  this  bulletin 
for  typing  and  cutting  the  stencils  for  the  bulletins. 


Mr.  Edwin  Hunt  —  who  typed  and  ran  the  first  bulletins  for 
Reeds  Baptist  Church. 

The  other  source  of  information  to  us  about  this 
period  is  word  of  mouth  by  the  large  number  of 
persons  who  are  still  members  of  the  church  who  were 
here  during  this  time.  I  want  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  each  one  who  has  contributed  in  this  way. 

Using  these  sources,  we  can  put  together  some  facts 
that  will  help  us  to  understand  this  period  of  our 
history.  So  with  this  interlude  I  want  to  combine  these 
sources  from  1938-1952. 

At  the  close  of  1938,  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  ended  his 
second  pastorate  here  at  Reeds.  He  had  previously 
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Late  1940's  Mens  S.S.  Class 
Left  to  Right  —  1st  row:  Thurman  Myers,  Horace  Myers,  Virgil  Lanning,  Rev.  N.C.  Teague,  Cicero  Myers,  Will  Young,  Herbe 
Swicegood,  Randall  Michael,  Carl  McMahan.  2nd  row:  Ellis  Hunt,  Golden  Koontz,  Howard  Meachum,  Noah  Smith,  Arvil  Hunt, 
Renzie  Brinkley.  3rd  row:  Homer  Craver,  Foy  Hege,  Thurman  Koontz,  David  Heitman,  Frank  Hill,  Graham  Myers.  4th  row:  Walser 
Mize,  Clifton  Snider,  Loyd  **  >ster,  Frank  Myers.  5th  row:  Clifton  Kepley,  Roy  Beck,  Alfred  Mallard,  Grey  Koontz,  Royal  Leonard,  Leo 
Hobbs,  Alvin  Curry,  1  Ierrr....i  Lanning.  6th  row:  Elmer  McMahan,  Julius  Hobbs,  Boyd  Massey,  Nume  Owens,  Clarence  Shoaf.  Child: 
Sam  Craver. 


served  one  year  in  1920. 

On  January  8,  1939  Rev.  Nolan  Coy  Teague  accept- 
ed the  pastorate  of  Reeds  and  Churchland  Baptist 
Churches.  He  would  give  ]/i  time  to  each  of  the 
churches,  and  was  to  live  in  the  Reeds  parsonage.  He 
would  preach  at  Churchland  on  the  1st  and  3rd 
Sunday  mornings  and  the  2nd  and  4th  Sunday  nights. 
Reeds  would  have  him  1st  and  3rd  Sunday  nights  and 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  mornings.  This  was  a  very 
common  arrangement  for  churches  in  these  days 
which  did  not  feel  that  they  could  support  a  pastor 
full-time.  This  arrangement  between  Reeds  and 
Churchland  would  continue  until  the  end  of  1944 
when  Reeds  Church  called  Rev.  Teague  on  a  full-time 
basis.  Churchland  at  this  same  time  voted  to  become  a 


full-time  congregation. 

Rev.  Teague  had  a  most  successful  pastorate  here. 
When  he  began  in  1939  church  membership  was  368  and 
total  gifts  reported  by  the  church  were  $1,847.61  and  a 
Sunday  School  enrollment  of  361.  In  1945  (the  year  that 
the  church  became  a  full-time  congregation)  the  church 
membership  is  384  and  total  gifts  reported  are 
$10,122.21  and  the  Sunday  School  enrollment  is  384. 

In  1945  Bro.  Horace  Myers  is  clerk,  Bro.  T.H. 
Michael  is  treasurer  and  Bro.  I. A.  Myers  is  Sunday 
School  Director. 

If  you  will  notice  the  date  at  the  beginning  of  Rev. 
Teague's  ministry  you  will  recognize  that  these  are  the 
closing  years  of  the  depression  and  the  beginning  of 
WWII.  Many  of  you  have  remembered  these  difficult 
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days,  and  church  and  Sunday  School  membership 
reflect  the  great  concern  that  is  felt  as  the  young  men 
of  the  church  begin  to  be  called  up  for  military  service. 
That  first  church  bulletin  of  May  9,  1943  contained 
names  and  addresses  of  33  men  from  Reeds  church 
who  are  in  service. 

The  second  bulletin  was  for  Homecoming  Day, 
June  27,  1943.  Included  in  the  order  of  service  was  a 
time  of  "Remembrance  of  Service  Men."  A  reminder 
is  given  to  the  congregation  to  "write  regularly  to  the 
boys  in  the  Armed  Services."  Special  days  and  times 
were  set  aside  to  pray  for  and  to  honor  these  men.  In 
almost  every  copy  of  the  church  bulletin  and  through 
the  end  of  the  war  years  there  were  several  men  listed 
along  with  their  addresses  as  special  objects  of  prayer. 
Along  with  all  of  the  other  work  of  ministry  that  he 
did,  Rev.  Teague's  ministry  to  Service  Men  and  their 
families  is  one  that  stands  out  in  our  records.  One 
member  of  the  church  was  killed  in  combat.  Sgt. 
Thomas  Hill  Michael  was  killed  in  action  on  Septem- 
ber 19,  1944,  and  on  Homecoming  Day,  1945  a 
memorial  was  held  for  him.  Rev.  Teague  composed  a 
beautiful  tribute  to  him  that  is  a  part  of  the  bulletin  for 
that  day.  Copies  of  all  of  these  bulletins  are  a  part  of 
our  historical  collection  and  are  available  to  be  seen. 

As  an  indication  of  the  kind  of  ministry  provided  by 
Rev.  Teague  during  the  war  years,  is  this  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Rev.  Teague  to  those  in  service.  It  very  well 
characterizes  the  person  and  his  ministry. 

REEDS  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Route  3, 

Lexington,  N.C. 

April  20,  1945 
Dear  Young  People  in  Service: 

Perhaps  it  is  time  for  me  to  send  you  another 
message  from  our  church  and  community.  I  hope  all  of 
you  received  the  first  letter  from  the  Reeds  full-time 
church  about  February  1. 

We  have  made  a  fine  start  in  the  work.  The  1 1 
o'clock  congregations  are  large  and  increasing,  it 
seems.  It  is  amusing  to  the  choir  and  pastor  to  see 
certain  brethren  who  must  have  a  talk  or  a  smoke 
under  the  trees  come  in  late  and  have  to  march  down 
to  the  front  seats.  SS  has  averaged  259  and  BTU  68 
for  the  past  quarter.  This  is  a  very  high  record  for  both 
organizations.  Prayer  meeting  each  Wednesday  night 
has  been  helpful.  The  prayers  for  you  Service  people 
and  for  our  church  work  and  the  Christian  fellowship 
have  become  a  vital  and  permanent  part  of  our  church 
life.  The  attendance  is  not  large;  even  many  families  of 
Service  men  do  not  attend.  Say  a  word  to  your  home 


people  about  prayer  meeting.  It  might  help  them  to 
realize  its  value. 

The  Building  Fund  has  grown  some  recently.  In 
February  Mrs.  Frank  Hill  led  us  in  raising  $183.  In 
March  Bro.  Ralph  Craver  led  in  raising  $205.  Mrs. 
Arlene  Myers  is  in  charge  during  April.  The  church 
voted  recently  to  buy  Building  &  Loan  stock,  $200  per 
month,  beginning  with  May  1 .  This  is  to  encourage  the 
raising  of  more  money  and  to  gain  higher  interest.  Our 
regular  church  giving  has  been  more  than  sufficient 
for  our  weekly  budget  of  $58.40.  In  fact,  we  put  $  1 60 
in  the  treasury  during  the  past  quarter.  We  gave  $213 
to  the  Cooperative  Program,  which  is  a  high  record. 

For  6  nights,  beginning  Easter  Sunday  night,  Rev. 
V.W.  Sears,  from  Thomasville,  came  with  some  chal- 
lenging messages  to  the  church.  The  subjects  were: 
"Witnessing  for  Christ" 
"What  Is  Right  with  the  Church?"  (emphasizing 

church  attendance.) 
"How  to  Never  Grow  Old"  (emphasizing  Bible  study 

and  training.) 
"The  Stewardship  of  Money"  (emphasizing  tithing) 

(By-the-way,   we   have  84  known   tithers  in  our 

Church,  30  of  them  regular  wage  earners) 
"The  Yoke  of  Discipleship" 
"Strength  for  All  Our  Tasks"  (from  the  text:  "I  can  do 

all  things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me") 

The  attendance  was  fair,  bui  not  our  best  at  Reeds 
Church.  The  messages  were  plain,  practical  and 
straight-from-the-shoulder,  and  every  one  who  was 
present  was  helped  to  be  a  better  church  member, 
which  was  the  object  of  this  extra  spring  meeting. 

Our  Service  list  had  not  changed  much  in  the  past  2 
months.  Elese  Mize  is  now  a  Cadet  Nurse  at  City 
Memorial  Hospital,  Winston-Salem.  She  becomes  our 
first  girl  in  military  service.  Several  other  men  of  our 
church  have  passed  examination  and  are  waiting  for 
their  call:  Weldon  Smith,  Flynn  Michael,  James 
Arthur  Craver,  Howard  Meacham,  and  maybe  others. 
Clyde  Decker  is  to  go  next  Tuesday,  April  24.  We  all 
keep  constantly  in  mind  John  Brittain  Blaylock,  miss- 
ing over  Austria  since  January  20,  and  still  no  news 
from  him.  And  the  Hill  Michael  family,  our  only  gold- 
star  family. 

Several  of  the  Service  men  have  been  home  recent- 
ly: Lloyd  Foster  (now  in  the  Seabees);  Paul  Gobble,  in 
the  Navy;  Marvin  Haywood  and  Forrest  Carter,  both 
in  the  Infantry  and  headed  for  Fort  Meade,  perhaps; 
Park  Myers,  Walter  Yarborough  and  Floyd  Leonard. 

There  is  only  one  member  of  our  church  in  the 
hospital  just  now.  Brother  Golden  Koontz,  veteran  of 
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World  War  I,  is  in  the  Veterans1  Hospital,  Fayetteville, 
where  he  underwent  an  operation  2  or  3  weeks  ago, 
and  is  now  receiving  treatments  for  other  trouble.  We 
expect  him  home  soon.  Several  others  have  been  sick, 
but  are  well  or  near  recovery  now.  Barbara  Gail  Myers 
had  her  tonsils  out.  Others  are:  Jack  Myers,  Edith 
Foster,  Mrs.  Julius  Hobbs,  Mrs.  N.  C.  Carter  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Snyder. 

Jack  Frost  visited  us  on  the  morning  of  April  7  and 
did  much  damage  to  the  advanced  spring  growth. 
Shrubbery,  flowers,  garden  truck,  fruit,  grain,  foliage 
in  the  woods,  etc.,  were  cut  down  until  nothing  looks 
green  and  pretty  yet,  2  weeks  later  .  .  .  Baseball, 
Junior-Senior  banquet,  P.-T.A.  play,  and  lessons  are 
employing  school  folks  these  days  .  .  .  Wedding  bells 
have  rung  recently  for:  Jay  Mize  and  Opal  Alley;  Paul 
Gobble  and  Maxine  Koontz. 

Again  we  want  to  assure  you  of  our  thoughts  and 
prayers  for  each  of  you  wherever  you  are:  in  Germany 
or  Italy;  in  the  hottest  Pacific  areas;  in  monotonous 
service  in  far-separated  places  of  the  earth;  on  the  land 
or  sea  or  in  the  air;  when  discouraged,  sick,  or 
homesick;  whatever  your  condition  or  need,  we  of  your 
home  church  care  and  are  trying  to  hold  the  ropes  for 


you.  We  pray  not  only  for  your  health,  safety,  and 
return  to  your  good  American  home,  but  also  for  your 
spiritual  strength.  We  want  you  to  have  and  keep 
faith,  courage  and  consecration  to  the  Christ  whom 
you  have  confessed.  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you 
as  often  as  you  can  find  time  to  write. 

Our  family  is  all  right  and  busy  as  usual.  The 
church  is  having  our  dining  room  and  kitchen  painted 
this  week.  Mrs.  Teague  is  very  busy  looking  after  this 
work,  doing  SS  and  WMU  work,  and  keeping  her 
family  fed  and  in  a  row.  Nolan  and  Ned  are  pursuing 
their  studies  in  Reeds  High.  We  will  see  the  grades 
later.  Both  have  baseball  fever  now.  Nolan  is  to  give 
the  invocation  at  the  Junior-Senior  banquet  on  Satur- 
day night.  Ruth  is  now  at  home,  taking  a  few  weeks 
vacation.  Due  to  eye  strain,  she  had  to  give  up  her 
studies  at  Mars  Hill.  We  are  happy  to  have  the  family 
together  again,  and  she  will  probably  go  to  work  soon, 
and  maybe  return  to  school  next  year  or  later. 

Best  of  wishes  and  prayers  always. 

Your  Pastor, 

N.  C.  Teague 
Another  area  where  the  Teague  family  evidently 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Teague  and  S.S.  Group 
L.  to  R.  —  Row  1  —  Charlotte  Young  Beck,  Betty  Ruth  Craver  Temple,  Evelyn  Smith  Sink,  Carolyn  Foster  Smith.  Row  2  - 
Teague,  Pansy  Kepley  Forrest,  Geraldine  Foster  Leonard,  Verna  Mae  Koonts,  Ruth  Teague,  Annie  Belle  Mallard.  Row  3 
Teague,  Frances  Koonts  Floyd,  Jeanine  Meachum, ,  Doris  Sink,  Minnie  Mallard  Swicegood. 


Mrs.  N.C. 
-  Rev.  N.C. 
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Rev.  M.C.  Swicegood  and  VBS  group,  early  1950's. 


Mrs.  Minnie  Snyder  —  Organist  and  Pianist  for  50  years. 
Shown  with  Foy  Young  at  her  retirement  reception.  Early 
1970's. 


excelled  is  in  working  with  WMU,  R.A.'s  and  the 
other  mission  organizations.  Giving  to  mission  causes 
also  is  stressed  regularly  through  the  bulletins.  Also, 
giving  through  the  building  fund  becomes  more  and 
more  important  as  evidently  plans  are  being  made  to 
build  a  new  church  building,  which  would  be  com- 
pleted in  1958.  A  committee  drove  to  Concord,  N.C. 
on  Sunday  November  3,  1946  to  look  at  a  church 
building.  This  committee  was  composed  of  Leo 
Hobbs,  Arlie  Myers,  Golden  F.  Koontz,  Mrs.  A.R. 
Craver  and  Mrs.  Gray  Koontz.  On  February  9,  1947  a 
report  was  given  to  the  church  that  $9,620.8 1  has  now 
been  collected  for  the  building  fund. 

At  the  end  of  November,  1948,  the  beloved  pastor, 
Rev.  N.C.  Teague  submitted  his  resignation  as  pastor. 
On  Sunday,  December  5,  the  church  elected  the 
following  to  serve  as  a  pulpit  committee.  Homer 
Craver,  Chm.,  T.H.  Michael,  Frank  Myers,  I. A.  My- 
ers, Mrs.  Golden  Koontz,  and  Miss  Maggie  Campbell. 

Bro.  Horace  V.  Kinney,  a  member  of  Sheets  Memo- 
rial Baptist  Church  begins  immediately  a  supply 
pastorate  that  will  last  for  about  six  months.  He 
submitted  his  resignation  on  June  26,  1949. 

In  December  of  1949  the  church  called  as  pastor, 
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Rev.  Malvin  C.  Swicegood.  His  coming  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  church  building  program.  Considerable 
money  was  on  hand,  timber  was  being  sawed,  bricks 
were  being  purchased  and  the  people  were  anxious  to 
get  on  with  their  new  church  building.  The  church 
bulletin  for  June  22,  1952  gave  the  following  report. 
"Everything  is  paid  for,  all  the  steel,  brick  and  labor. 
We  have  not  borrowed  one  cent.  The  Building  Com- 
mittee is  not  anticipating  any  borrowing.  The  church 
has  voted  to  set  $500.00  as  a  minimum  for  memori- 
als." On  the  afternoon  of  this  date,  (June  22,  1952) 
there  was  a  cornerstone  laying  ceremony  to  mark  the 
progress  of  the  new  building.  The  people  are  encour- 
aged to  give,  work  and  carry  on  the  functions  of  the 
church  during  this  time. 

At  this  time  we  are  able  to  go  back  and  pick  up  in  a 
new  book  of  church  conference  minutes.  The  first 
entry  is  on  October  8,  1952.  Rev.  M.C.  Swicegood  is 
pastor,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Koonts  is  church  clerk,  church 
treasurer  is  Mr.  Gray  Koontz,  Bro.  Ellis  Hobbs  is 
building  fund  treasurer.  In  the  absence  of  the  pastor 
on  this  date,  the  preaching  is  done  by  Rev.  W.  Van 
Carroll  who  was  Liberty  Baptist  Associational  mis- 
sionary, and  a  member  of  Reeds  at  this  time.  Bro.  Foy 


Young  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent  with  an 
enrollment  of  447. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  few  months  earlier  the 


LAYING  OF  CORNERSTONE  OF  NEW 
REEDS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  —  1952 
L.  to  R.  —  Herman  Myers,  Leo  Hobbs,  Foy  Young,  Belton 
Koontz,  Ralph  Craver,  Rev.  M.C.  Swicegood 


L.  to  R.  —  Mrs.  Maretta  Craver,  Mrs.  Lessie  Myers,  Mrs.  Edith  Hobbs,  Mrs.  Emma  Mize.  Refreshments  for  VBS. 
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building  committee  said  that  they  did  not  foresee 
having  to  borrow  any  money,  the  church  finds  itself 
with  outstanding  debts  of  $2,530.68,  and  a  balance  on 
hand  in  the  building  fund  of  $35.53.  So,  in  November, 
the  church  votes  to  borrow  $25,000.00  "to  finish 
putting  walls  of  new  church  up  and  enclose  building, 
providing  we  could  get  not  less  than  25  men  to  endorse 
note.  When  building  is  enclosed  work  is  to  stop  until 
note  is  paid  off."  This  recommendation  was  adopted 
and  there  were  45  men  and  one  woman  who  agreed  to 
sign  the  note. 

In  March  1953,  a  committee  of  16  was  appointed  as 
an  organ  fund  committee.  On  April  19,  1953,  the 
church  voted  to  buy  an  electric  organ,  the  cost  was 
$2,375.00.  The  vote  was  31  in  favor,  12  opposed.  In 
September,  Mrs.  Clyde  Snyder  was  elected  as  church 
organist,  with  Miss  Sara  Snyder  as  assistant.  (This  is 
the  same  organ  that  our  church  uses  today.) 

Rev.  Swicegood  submitted  his  resignation  as  pastor 
on  Sunday,  March  17,  1954,  to  become  effective  May 
30,  1954.  His  resignation  was  accepted  unanimously. 
His  expenses  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
June  were  to  be  paid  by  the  church,  as  well  as  two 
weeks  paid  vacation  to  be  taken  before  his  resignation 
becomes  effective. 

On  May  16,  a  special  church  conference  was  called 


and  a  pulpit  committee  was  elected  consisting  of  I. A. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Van  Carroll,  Foy  Young,  Mrs.  Clyde 
Snyder  and  Roy  Beck.  Their  first  act  was  to  recom- 
mend to  the  church  that  Dr.  KM.  Powell  of 
Thomasville,  serve  as  supply  pastor,  and  he  would 
serve  for  the  next  17  months  from  July  4,  1954  until 
November,  1955.  He  was  to  be  paid  $30.00  per  week 
as  salary  and  $20.00  per  week  as  travel  expense. 

Some  dissension  arose  over  the  makeup  of  the  pulpit 
committee,  so  the  committee  resigned  and  the  church 
chose  a  new  committee  composed  of  I. A.  Myers,  Mrs. 
Clyde  Snyder,  Foy  Young,  Mrs.  Foy  Young,  Roy  Beck 
and  Alex  Beck.  The  church  is  now  ready  to  begin  the 
search  for  a  new  pastor. 

In  April  the  committee  brought  the  name  of  Rev. 
Charles  Stanfield  to  the  church  to  be  voted  on  as 
pastor.  The  vote  was  taken  on  April  24,  1955  and  Rev. 
Stanfield  was  defeated. 

The  church  is  very  concerned  about  the  condition  of 
the  parsonage  and  a  vote  is  taken  to  authorize  the 
house  committee  "to  do  what  is  necessary  to  save  our 
parsonage."  Then  in  June  a  report  is  given  that 
"parsonage  repairs  finished  at  a  total  cost  of  $261.57 
and  54  hours  of  free  labor."  Work  on  the  new  church 
building  seems  to  be  at  a  standstill  while  the  money 
contributed  to  the  building  fund  is  used  to  pay  off  the 


About  1951.  See  if  you  can  find  yourself  in  this  picture. 
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note  at  the  bank. 

In  June,  1955,  Jersey  Baptist  Church,  our  mother 
church,  is  celebrating  its  200th  anniversary  and  four 
people  were  elected  as  the  official  representatives 
from  Reeds  Church. 

One  very  successful  method  of  fundraising  to  build 
the  church  was  through  the  use  of  memorial  gifts.  On 
October  1954  Mr.  T.H.  Michael  was  elected  by  the 
church  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  memorial  fund  for 
the  building  program.  A  memorial  is  to  be  at  least 
$500.00  or  more,  and  recognition  is  to  be  given 
through  memorial  plaques  in  conspicuous  places  to 
commemorate  these  gifts. 


In  the  Social  Hall  of  our  church  hangs  the  memorial  board,  surrounded  by  pictures  of  our  church  buildings.  The  pulpit  furniture  is 
from  the  1907  building. 
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The  1907  Building  as  it  looked  in  1958,  before  being  torn  down  when  the  new  1959  building  is  completed. 


Chapter  VI  The  Modern  Era 


The  past  few  years  have  not  been  easy  years  for  the         program,  there  are  serious  disagreements  among  the 
church.  As  it  often  is,  during  the  time  of  a  building         membership  of  the  church  and  between  the  church 


From  one  of  the  stained  glass  windows  in  the  church  auditorium. 
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Men  gathered  to  work  on  the  church  building 
Left  to  Right  —  Back  row:  Hugh  Hanes,  T.H.  Michael,  Clyde  Snyder,  Randall  Michael,  Garlan  Snyder,  Paul  Sink.  Kneeling:  Willie 
Lanning,  Belton  Koontz,  Jerry  Beck,  Charles  Rummage,  Bud  Shoaf,  Leo  Hobbs,  Roy  Beck,  Julius  Hobbs,  David  Butler. 


and  their  leadership.  The  decade  of  1945-1955  was 
such  a  time  as  this.  The  period  of  Dr.  Powell's 
pastorate  has  been  a  time  of  healing  however,  and  in 
September  1955  the  pulpit  committee  recommends  to 
the  church  that  on  October  5,  1955,  a  vote  would  be 
taken  to  determine  whether  or  not  to  call  Rev.  Bennie 
Crawford  as  pastor.  This  recommendation  was  ac- 
cepted and  Rev.  Crawford  was  unanimously  elected 
and  would  begin  his  ministry  with  the  church  at  the 
beginning  of  December,  1955.  The  salary  for  the  new 
pastor  was  to  be  $3,800.00  a  year  with  a  travel 
allowance  of  $150.00  per  year,  and  the  moving  ex- 
penses for  the  Crawfords  are  to  be  paid  by  the  church. 
The  parsonage  has  been  repaired  and  everything  is 
ready  for  the  coming  of  the  new  pastor.  Dr.  F.M. 
Powell  moderates  his  last  conference  on  December  1 4, 
1955,  after  the  new  pastor  is  on  the  field. 

The  first  year  for  the  new  pastor  is  a  busy  one.  He  is 
confronted  with  an  unfinished  building,  a  debt  on  the 
building  of  $4,600.00,  and  a  balance  on  hand  in  the 


building  fund  of  $  1 ,807.21 .  One  matter  of  business  in 
the  January,  1956  conference  was  that  the  church 
owes  $227.60  balance  of  the  '  Ja  down  payment  on  the 
windows  for  the  new  building  which  was  due  when  the 
windows  were  ordered.  The  church  voted  to  pay  it 
from  building  funds.  The  church  then  voted  to  cooper- 
ate with  the  Liberty  Association  in  a  simultaneous 
revival,  March  1 8  —  April  1 ,  1956,  and  the  new  pastor 
is  to  do  the  preaching.  The  church  then  votes  that  the 
pastor  be  given  the  responsibility  to  compose  and 
prepare  the  Sunday  bulletin  for  the  church.  The 
finance  committee  is  to  meet  on  Friday  to  prepare  a 
budget.  There  is  always  plenty  for  a  new  pastor  to  do. 
But  it  becomes  very  evident  that  he  is  up  to  the  task. 
During  the  spring  revival  there  are  2  additions  by 
letter  and  20  additions  by  baptism.  In  May  it  is 
reported  that  the  $25,000.00  loan  is  paid  off.  New 
programs  are  being  initiated,  the  Sunday  School  is 
growing  and  work  is  progressing  on  the  church  build- 
ing. A  motion  is  made  and  accepted  that  the  contrac- 
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tors  on  the  church  building  be  let  go  and  that  moneys 
available  in  the  building  fund  be  used  to  purchase 
materials  and  that  the  project  proceed  using  free 
labor.  The  records  of  this  period  are  filled  with 
decisions  about  work  on  the  building.  Insurance  is 
purchased  on  equipment  in  the  building.  A  decision  is 
made  to  install  folding  doors  between  classrooms  on 
the  second  floor  so  that  it  could  be  used  as  two  rooms 
instead  of  one.  Changes  are  authorized  in  the  plans  to 
speed  work  and  to  adjust  to  the  new  plan  of  construc- 
tion. A  committee  is  established  to  bring  recommen- 
dations on  the  heating  system.  A  paint  committee  is 
elected.  The  budget  committee  recommends  a  budget 
for  the  year  1957  which  totaled  $9,831.34,  with  a 
pastor's  salary  of  $3,800.00  and  Cooperative  Program 
and  Associational  Missions  gifts  of  $2,500.00.  There 
is  a  balance  of  $4,949.05  in  the  building  fund  to  begin 
the  year  1957.  The  move  toward  completing  the  new 
church  building  is  in  full  swing.  In  March  a  contract 
was  authorized  with  Davis  Plumbing  of  Lexington  for 


installation  of  the  heating  system  in  the  new  building 
for  a  total  cost  of  $  1 3,343.8 1 .  At  a  called  conference 
on  April  14,  a  motion  was  made  and  passed  to  borrow 
$25,000.00  to  install  the  heating  system.  Davis 
Plumbing  agreed  to  cut  their  bid  to  $13,000.00. 

Insurance  of  $30,000  is  in  place  on  the  new  building 
and  a  motion  was  made  to  try  to  increase  this  to 
$50,000.  A  furniture  selection  committee  is  appointed 
to  select  furniture  for  Junior  and  Intermediate  De- 
partments. A  paint  committee  is  at  work  selecting 
colors  for  walls  and  floors.  A  motion  to  hire  "3  or  4 
men  to  work  on  church  as  needed.  Men  to  be  paid  by 
the  hour.  Have  materials  to  use  and  work  needs  to  be 
done."  A  committee  on  light  fixtures  is  established 
and  floors  are  ready  to  be  cleaned  and  finished.  The 
ladies  of  the  church  agree  to  come  and  do  this  task  on 
Friday,  from  2:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

As  1958  comes  in  there  are  many  activities  as  they 
try  to  get  to  the  point  of  using  the  new  building.  An 
entry  for  January  states  "pastor  hopes  to  have  first 
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sermon  in  new  auditorium  on  Homecoming  Day,  58." 
In  March  plans  are  made  to  sell  the  furnishing  in  the 
old  church  to  the  colored  brethren  by  contract.  Ser- 
vices are  already  being  held  in  parts  of  the  new 
building.  A  motion  is  adopted  to  move  into  the  new 
building  on  the  third  Sunday  of  June,  1958.  At  the 
same  time  a  motion  was  adopted  to  borrow  another 
$10,000.00  to  complete  certain  portions  of  the  build- 
ing. This  brought  the  total  indebtedness  to 
$35,000.00. 

On  June  16,  1958  a  special  meeting  of  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  officers  met  in  the  new  audi- 
torium to  make  final  plans  for  the  first  service  in  the 
new  auditorium  on  June  22,  1958.  This  is  also  Home- 
coming Day.  It  was  decided  that  all  ladies'  classes, 
along  with  the  Primary,  Beginner  and  Nursery  De- 
partments be  brought  into  the  new  building  on  this 
date. 

In  October,  plans  are  begun  to  have  the  dedication 
of  the  new  building  on  December  14,  and  to  get  Dr. 
M.A.  Huggins  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  office 
as  speaker  for  the  occasion  if  possible.  However,  the 
record  for  church  conference  for  December  16  reads, 
"didn't  have  dedication  service  December  14  due  to 


bad  snowy  weather.  Motion  made,  seconded  and 
carried  to  have  dedication  service  on  Sunday  morning 
December  28,  1958."  Dr.  F.M.  Powell  served  as 
speaker  for  this  alternate  date. 

For  the  next  few  years  there  are  still  many  refer- 
ences to  such  things  as  purchasing  needed  furnishings, 
putting  down  tile  on  the  floors,  grading  and  landscap- 
ing the  building  but  1958  is  the  year  of  completion, 
entering  and  dedication  of  the  building  that  was  begun 
about  ten  years  earlier.  This  building  is  the  one  now 
being  used  by  the  Reeds  Church.  It  is  currently 
evaluated  at  approximately  1  million  dollars  and  is  a 
beautiful  and  functional  building.  The  following  infor- 
mation is  taken  from  a  fact  sheet  prepared  by  Rev. 
Crawford. 

SOME  STATISTICS  ON 
REEDS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  BUILDING 

Our  church  building  is  located  on  a  six  acre  plot  that 
is  well  graded  and  grassed,  and  has  shrubbery  com- 
pletely surrounding  it.  We  have  parking  facilities  that 
will  accomodate  about  100  cars. 

The  building  covers  about  9,600  square  feet  of 
ground,  and  is  1 55  ft.  long  and  85  ft.  wide  at  the  rear; 
and  its  spire  rises  to  a  heighth  of  140  feet.  The  entire 
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Baptistry  scene  in  the  1958  church. 


building  has  about  24,000  square  feet  of  floor  space, 
and  will  seat  more  than  2,000  people  at  one  time. 

The  sanctuary  has  a  seating  capacity  of  840,  includ- 
ing the  balcony,  and  is  equipped,  on  main  floor,  with 
70  pews,  finished  in  limed  oak,  with  white  ends, 
capped  and  footed  in  walnut.  These  were  purchased 
from  the  Page  Furniture  Co.  of  Albamarle,  N.C.  at  a 
cost  of  $7,500.00. 

Lights  in  the  sanctuary  are  of  the  bucket  type,  and  the 
15  lights  produce  9,175  watts.  There  are  also  5  spot 
lights  in  the  ceiling  and  3  ceiling  lights  under  the 
balcony.  Cost  of  lighting  $1,560.00.  The  sanctuary  is 
equipped  with  an  excellent  P.A.  system  of  9  speakers, 
an  electric  Hammond  organ  and  a  piano.  Floor 
covering  in  aisles  and  in  front  of  sanctuary  is  of  the 
best  grade  and  cost  $2,920.00.  Picture  in  the  baptistry 
is  by  Mr.  Stan  Allen  and  cost  $300.00  and  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  February  15,  1959. 


The  following  note  was  found  among  church  records. 
Reeds  Church  of  Lexington  on  February  15,  1959 
unveiled  and  dedicated  a  beautiful  painting  of  the 
Jordan  River  at  the  back  of  the  baptistry.  The  scene, 
painted  by  Stan  Allen  of  Lexington,  was  presented  to 
the  church  by  the  children  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.J.  Hobbs 
in  their  honor.  Leo  Hobbs  made  the  presentation  and 
Foy  Young,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School, 
accepted  the  gift.  Aubrey  Temple  offered  the  dedica- 
tory prayer.  Mrs.  Lamar  Myers  sang  a  solo,  "I  Walked 
Today  Where  Jesus  Walked."  Pastor  Bennie  Craw- 
ford's message  was  on  the  topic,  "Beyond  Jordan." 
Everyone  present  was  enlightened  more  as  to  the 
meaning  and  description  of  the  Jordan  after  this 
service. 

From  the  past  several  pages  one  might  get  the  idea 
that  the  building  of  this  structure  was  the  only  thing 
that  was  on  their  minds  at  this  time,  but  that  is  not 
true.  During  these  first  years  of  Rev.  Bennie  Craw- 
ford's ministry  he  sets  the  tone  for  his  entire  ministry 
of  1 3  years,  4  months.  It  was  a  ministry  of  emphasis  on 
missions,  evangelism,  and  growth  in  Christian  ideals 
among  the  church  family.  His  Biblical  preaching  and 
pastoral  ministry  can  be  highlighted  by  looking  at  the 
records  for  the  church  for  the  years  1956-1969.  There 
is  growth  in  numbers  as  well  as  in  influence  in  the 
community.  The  people  of  the  church  were  very 
involved  in  ministry  through  the  regular  programs  of 
the  church  as  well  as  the  special  functions  that  he  led 
out  in.  Even  during  the  years  of  the  building  program 
and  the  strains  on  finances,  he  led  the  church  in  a  full 
program  of  activities  which  included  support  of  spe- 
cial offerings  for  specific  causes  in  the  community  and 
in  the  denomination. 

Mrs.  Bennie  Crawford,  in  addition  to  many 
other  duties,  served  as  Vacation  Bible  School 
Director  for  several  of  the  years  of  their  stay  here 
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in  the  community. 

May  16,  1962  -  The  trustees,  after  considerable 
discussion,  recommends  that  the  church  purchase  "a 
little  less  than  2  acres  of  land"  from  the  Foster  family 
for  $1500.00  per  acre.  Turns  out  to  be  1.66  acres,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,250.00. 

The  first  reference  made  concerning  the  building  of 
a  new  parsonage  was  made  on  June  12,  1963  by  Paul 
Beck.  In  January  a  motions  was  made  and  carried  to 
set  aside  any  money  for  a  new  parsonage  and  hold 
until  needed. 

The  note  for  money  on  the  church  building  was  paid 
in  full  in  August,  1964.  The  beautiful  new  building  is 


now  debt  free. 

A  member  of  the  church,  Mrs.  Clara  Johnson  Huff 
willed  to  the  church  a  farm  and  certain  other  assets, 
the  major  portion  of  which  was  to  be  used  by  the 
church  in  the  interest  of  foreign  missions.  The  proper- 
ty was  to  be  available  for  use  by  her  husband  until  his 
death.  On  May  24,  1981,  the  church,  having  sold  the 
property  at  public  auction,  established  a  trust  with  the 
N.C.  Baptist  Foundation  in  the  amount  of  $79,400.00, 
with  the  yearly  proceeds  being  given  to  the  SBC 
Foreign  Mission  Board  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ- 
mas Offering. 

Since  the  establishment   of  this  trust   in    1981, 
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$38,321.19  has  been  given  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ- 
mas offering  from  this  fund.  Also,  a  memorial  to  Mrs. 
Huff  has  been  established  through  Reeds  Baptist 
Church. 

On  September  15,  1965,  the  church  trustees 
brought  a  recommendation  that  the  church  purchase 
"not  less  than  two  acres  or  more  than  three  acres  of 
land  for  the  sum  of  $  1 ,250.00  per  acre".  The  land  was 
to  be  purchased  from  Mr.  Ralph  Craven  This  is  to  be 
used  as  a  site  for  a  new  church  parsonage  "to  be  built 
by  contract  just  as  soon  as  possible".  The  vote  was 
delayed  until  September  20,  1965  so  that  more  people 
might  be  able  to  hear  and  study  the  proposal.  At  the 
later  meeting,  the  proposal  was  adopted  by  a  large 
majority.  Johnny  Michael  and  Gene  Smith  were  asked 
to  serve  on  a  parsonage  building  committee.  At  a  later 
conference  Randall  Michael  was  elected  to  serve  also 
on  this  committee.  The  following  people  were  asked  to 
serve  on  a  "parsonage  planning  committee",  Mrs. 
Maxine  Michael,  Bud  Shoaf,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Beck, 
Leroy  Byerly  and  Bruce  Bratton. 

On  December  1 5,  1 965,  plans  were  adopted  and  an 
architect  was  authorized  to  draw  plans  and  specifica- 
tions. These  were  presented  in  January,  1966,  and 
adopted  without  opposition.  In  April,  Bobby  Michael 
was  accepted  as  the  low  bidder  on  the  parsonage  at 
$33,900.00.  Later  a  line  of  credit  for  $25,000.00  was 
established  with  First  Union  National  Bank  to  finance 
the  building  project. 

Several  special  gifts  were  made  to  the  parsonage. 
Boxwoods  for  landscaping  were  gifts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Randall  Michael.  Iron  railings  for  the  patio  were 
given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irlo  Shoaf.  Azaleas  and 
camellias  from  the  old  parsonage  yard  were  given  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bennie  Crawford.  Bedroom  furniture 
for  the  "prophets  room"  were  a  gift  of  the  Charlie 
Crews  family  in  memory  of  Mr.  Charlie  Fritts.  The 
refrigerator  was  a  gift  of  the  Julius  Hobbs  family.  The 
mail  box  and  clothes  lines  were  given  by  the  Forrest 
Michael  family. 

The  lovely  new  parsonage  was  dedicated  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1966.  The  total  cost  was  $47,658.12.  The 
debt  on  the  parsonage  was  reported  paid  off  in 
October,  1968. 

January  17,  1968,  the  church  recommended  Miss 
Cheryl  Shoaf  as  a  student  to  attend  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  to  study  Religious  Education. 

In  February  1968  the  church  recommended  Joe 
Craver  to  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary to  study  Religious  Drama  and  Education. 

On  August   14,   1968,  a  committee  composed  of 


Henry  Lee  Williams,  Henry  Michael,  and  Roy  Hay- 
wood was  appointed  to  "study  air  conditioning  the 
church  for  next  summer." 

In  September  this  committee  reports  that  two 
companies  are  studying  our  building. 

In  November  the  committee  gave  the  following 
report.  "That  we  accept  the  low  bid  on  air  condition- 
ing of  $24,012.00  from  Green  Roofing  Co.  of  Lex- 
ington, and  low  bid  on  wiring  from  Piedmont  Electirc 
Co.  of  $1,135.00."  These  recommendations  were  ap- 
proved. 

In  March  the  church  votes  to  borrow  $20,000.00  to 
use  in  paying  the  cost  of  the  air  conditioning  system. 

While  this  ends  the  references  in  the  record,  we 
know  that  the  air  conditioning  was  completed  and 
was  in  use  for  the  beginning  of  summer.  A  final 
reference  is  found  on  September  17,  1969,  where 
"the  house  committee,  trustees  and  air  conditioning 
committee  recommend  that  we  accept  the  installa- 
tion of  the  air  condition  which  has  been  completed. 
This  was  accepted." 

On  February  9,  1969  the  following  entry  is  found  in 
the  church  records.  "In  a  special  business  session  on 
Sunday  morning  February  9,  1969,  Rev.  Bennie 
Crawford  offered  his  resignation  effective  at  the  close 
of  services  on  March  23,  1969,  to  become  pastor  of 
Cool  Spring  Baptist,  Eure,  N.C. 

Thus  ends  a  very  effective  and  meaningful  pastorate 
of  13  years  and  4  months.  He  has  left  a  strong 
influence  for  good  in  the  community  and  his  influence 
on  the  church  and  upon  individuals  will  be  present  for 
a  long  time. 

In  February,  1969  a  pulpit  committee  of  five  were 
elected  to  begin  the  process  of  finding  a  new  pastor  for 
the  church.  These  were  Willie  Lanning,  Alex  Beck, 
Aubrey  Temple,  Robert  Mallard  and  Roy  Beck.  In 
March  the  church  voted  to  increase  the  pastor's  salary 
from  $6,232.00  to  not  to  exceed  $7,800.00  per  year.  In 
May,  1969  the  church  accepted  a  motion  by  the 
deacons  that  a  standing  vote  be  taken  when  the  church 
votes  for  a  pastor.  All  of  this  is  being  done  to  be  ready 
when  the  pulpit  committee  brings  a  recommendation 
for  pastor. 

On  May  18,  1 969  the  following  note  is  recorded.  "In 
a  special  business  session  the  motion  was  made  and 
seconded  we  call  the  Rev.  John  Pace  for  our  pastor. 
The  motion  was  accepted  unanimously. 

Acting  Moderator,  Gene  Smith 
Clerk,  Jeanette  Shoaf 

The  new  pastor  will  begin  services  on  Homecoming 
Day  1969,  June  22.  This  will  begin  a  pastorate  that 
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The  current  Reeds  Baptist  Parsonage. 


lasts  until  the  present.  The  church  and  pastor  will 
mark  a  20  year  anniversary  in  1989. 

At  this  point  in  the  story  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church 
we  will  begin  only  to  give  a  listing  of  significant  events 
and  happenings  with  a  minimum  of  comment.  As 
often  as  possible  we  will  use  the  actual  wording  from 
the  record. 

September  7,  1969,  the  church  voted  to  "accept  the 
grand  piano  given  by  the  family  of  Mrs.  Alda  Craver 
to  be  used  in  the  sanctuary.  A  memorial  plaque  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  piano." 

April  15,  1970,  "The  deacons  recommend  that  the 
church  acquire  a  part-time  secretary."  A  committee 
consisting  of  Mrs.  William  Hanes,  Mrs.  Gene  Smith 
and  Bob  Greer  were  to  assist  the  pastor  to  secure  this 
person.  Mrs.  Carol  Leonard  is  elected. 

During  1970  a  new  drive  and  parking  lot  on  the 
sides  and  to  the  back  of  the  church  building  was 
completed  and  put  into  use. 

January  10,  1971,  Motion  made  and  adopted  to 
license  James  H.  Athey,  Jr.  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

April  21,1971,  Motion  made  and  adopted  to  license 
Jerry  Beck  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  and  to  recommend 
him  for  admission  to  Southeastern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

June  16,  1971  -  -  Mrs.  Carol  Leonard  resigns  as 
Church  Secretary.  The  same  committee  is  asked  to 
secure  a  replacement.  Mrs.  Joyce  Kerce  was  chosen. 


September  1971  —  The  Reeds  Church  Choir  brings 
a  recommendation  to  the  church,  that  a  study  be  made 
and  recommendations  be  brought  to  the  church  con- 
cerning the  possibility  of  securing  a  part-time  Music 
Director  for  our  church.  Further  recommendations 
will  come  in  January  and  May  of  1972  at  which  time 
Bob  Hill,  a  student  at  Wake  Forest  and  son  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ronald  Hill,  SBC  Missionaries  to  Thailand,  is 
called  to  lead  our  church  in  a  music  program. 

May  21,1 972  —  On  recommendation  of  the  Liber- 
ty Associational  Ordaining  Council,  Reeds  Baptist 
Church  ordained  Rev.  Jerry  V.  Beck  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry. 

November  1972  —  Mrs.  Kerce  resigned  as  church 
secretary.  Mrs.  Carol  Leonard  was  asked  to  resume 
the  position. 

January  17,  1973  -  Building  Fund  Treasurer, 
Forrest  Michael  reports  that  the  church  has  now  paid 
off  all  its  debts  and  is  debt  free. 

February  14,  1973  -  -  Upon  recommendations  of 
the  duly  appointed  cemetery  committee,  the  church 
voted  to  accept  new  rules  and  regulations  concerning 
burial  in  our  church  cemetery,  and  to  open  for  use  the 
new  section  of  our  cemetery.  The  committee  consisted 
of  Robert  Mallard,  Chairman,  Leo  Hobbs  and  Bill 
Hartman,  along  with  the  pastor  and  cemetery  admin- 
istrator, Forrest  Michael  as  Ex  Offico  members. 

March  1973  --  The  deacons,  trustees  and  House 
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Facing  East,  the  earliest  grave  sites  and  the  original  two  acres  of  land  are  in  the  very  center  of  this  1989  picture  of  Reeds  Cemetery. 


1974  —  Presentation  of  new  car  to  the  pastor. 

Committee  recommend  that  the  parsonage  be  air 
conditioned.  Belton  Koontz,  Walser  Mize  and  Gene 
Smith  are  elected  as  a  committee  in  charge. 

May  1973  —  The  church  votes  to  repave  the  front 
parking  lot  at  a  cost  of  $3,600.00.  Mrs.  Carol  Leonard 
resigns  as  church  secretary.  A  committee  is  appointed 


to  secure  a  replacement. 

August  1973  —  Mrs.  Judy  Wood  is  elected  church 
secretary.  In  September  1973  the  work  of  church  clerk 
becomes  a  part  of  the  secretary's  task. 

November  1973  Music  Director  Bob  Hill  gave 
notice  of  his  resignation,  effective  December  17,  1973. 
A  new  committee  is  appointed  to  seek  someone  to  fill 
this  place.  Some  10  months  later,  September  1,  1974 
Mr.  Hill  returned  and  asked  to  be  reinstated  as  Music 
Director.  This  was  approved.  In  November  and  De- 
cember 1973  a  Heating  study  committee  was  elected 
to  determine  what  is  to  be  done  about  the  problems 
that  we  are  having  in  heating  the  church.  Several 
recommendations  were  brought  about  reducing  our 
use  of  oil. 

November  1 974  —  The  church  presented  a  love  gift 
to  the  pastor,  a  new  1974  Chevrolet  automobile. 

At  this  point  it  might  be  well  to  mention  a  matter  of 
concern  for  the  church  of  long  standing.  When  the 
church  was  built,  a  promise  was  made  to  recognize 
memorial  gifts  of  $500.00  or  more  with  a  plaque  in  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  church.  At  various  times 
since  the  church  was  completed  have  committees  been 
appointed  or  suggested. 

In  1972  a  committee  was  appointed  to  work  with 
the  pastor  to  try  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  the  church  in 
this  matter.  This  committee  was  composed  of  Mrs. 
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Reeds  Academy  Memorial  Marker. 


Geneva  Young,  Forrest  M.  Michael  and  Gene  Smith. 
Lindsay  Leonard  also  provided  very  necessary  techni- 
cal and  practical  help  in  this  project. 

On  October  11,  1972,  this  committee's  report  was 
adopted  by  the  church.  The  memorial  board  with  its 
plaques  and  the  memorial  stand  and  book  that  are  now 
on  display  in  the  Social  Hall  of  our  church  are  the 
result  of  this  committee's  work. 

On  Homecoming  Day,  June  24,  1973  these  items 
were  presented  to  the  church  and  accepted  by  the 
church  to  be  placed  on  permanent  display  in  our 
church. 

A  later  report  was  given  July  21,  1974  about  the 
final  memorials  to  be  completed.  With  their  comple- 
tions, it  was  felt  that  the  church  had  discharged  its 
duty  in  the  matter  of  memorials  to  this  church. 

Since  that  time  many  other  memorials  have  been 
given  to  and  accepted  by  Reeds  Church,  all  following 
the  directions  given  by  the  memorial  report. 

February  1975,  the  youth  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church 
purchased  and  furnished  a  1969  used  bus  for  use  as  an 
activity  bus  for  the  church. 

September  17,  1975  the  church  authorized  our 
trustees  to  act  for  the  church  in  the  matter  of  purchas- 


Memorial  Board  in  the  History  area  of  the  church. 
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TO  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD  AND  IN  HONOR  OF 

Mrs.  Jennie  Myers  Michael 


ing  the  adjacent  Ed  Hill  property  for  future  use  by  our 
church.  The  property  was  purchased. 

April  1976  —  Mrs.  Judy  Wood  resigned  as  Church 
Secretary.  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Smith  was  chosen  to 
replace  her.  Mrs.  Wood  is  to  continue  as  Assistant 
Secretary. 

August  1976  —  The  church  music  committee  was 
authorized  to  seek  a  music  director  for  our  church  to 
replace  Bob  Hill  who  is  no  longer  with  us, 

January  1977  --  Reeds  Baptist  church  adopted  a 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  authorized  the  incor- 
poration of  our  church  into  a  legal  non-profit  organi- 
zation. 

May  15,  1977  -  -  Tommy  Andrew^  a  student  at 
Wake  Forest,  was  called  as  part-time  music  director. 

June  13,  1977  --  Mrs.  Josephine  Smith  resigns  as 
secretary.  Mrs.  Judy  Wood  returns  to  the  job. 

August  1977  -  -  The  church  adopted  the  deacon 
family  ministry  plan  as  our  plan  to  minister  to  our 
members. 

May  1978  —  Church  votes  to  build  a  tool  shed  at 


the  parsonage  for  storage. 

June  1978  -  The  church  purchased  0.388  acre  of 
land  adjoining  our  property  from  Mr.  Joe  M.  Wood. 

January  1 979  —  Tommy  Andrews  resigns  as  music 
director. 

The  church  establishes  a  committee  to  look  into  the 
possibility  and  feasibility  of  calling  a  fulltime  assistant 
pastor.  The  matter  was  later  turned  down  by  the 
church. 

March    10,    1979  Pastor   was   injured   in   an 

accident.  June,  1st  Sunday,  pastor  returned  to  preach- 
ing. November,  1979,  "Rev.  Pace  is  now  beginning  to 
take  part  in  meetings  and  becoming  more  involved." 

April  1979  Ed  Holmes  is  recommended  by  the 
music  committee  to  be  the  part-time  music  director 
for  our  church. 

July  1979  -  Personnel  Committee  established  to 
handle  matters  between  church  and  employees. 

August    1979  A    historical    marker   in    re- 

membrance of  the  Reeds  Academy  was  placed  on  the 
grounds  just  west  of  the  present  church  building.  It 
was  presented  by  the  Reeds  Academy  Alumni  group. 

June  1980  —  Scott  Forrest  is  licensed  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  Scott  will  later  be  ordained  on  July  1 8,  1982. 

On  Sunday,  August  30,  1981,  the  church  celebrated 
the  100th  birthday  of  Mrs.  Jennie  May  Myers  Mi- 
chael. Her  birthday  is  September  2,  1881.  A  special 
bulletin  and  special  service  of  old  songs  were  the 
program  for  the  day.  Mrs.  Michael  was  in  attendance 
with  many  members  of  her  family  present  also.  At  her 
death  on  March  13,  1986  she  was  104  years,  6  months 
and  1 1  days.  Mrs.  Michael  served  as  a  valuable  source 
of  information  in  the  early  stages  of  gathering  infor- 
mation on  the  history  of  Reeds  community  and  Reeds 
Church. 

January  1982  --  The  church  accepted  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  church  council  and  the  youth  council 
that  we  apply  to  the  N.C.  Baptist  State  Convention  for 
a  Summer  Youth  Worker  to  be  assigned  to  our  church 
for  a  10  week  Summer  Youth  Program.  This  became  a 
very  beneficial  program  for  the  church  and  it  was 
continued  for  many  years.  The  workers  over  the  years 
have  been  as  follows: 


1982 

C.F.  McDowell,  III 

Wingate 

1983 

C.F.  McDowell,  III 

Wingate 

1984 

Alisa  Matthews 

Wingate 

1985 

Betty  Hardin 

Mars  Hill 

1986 

Cindy  Strickland 

Gardner-Webb 

1987 

Karen  Roberts 

Gardner-Webb 

1988 

Amy  Smith 

Appalachian  State 
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Pictures  of  Pastors  on  display  in  our  historical 


area. 
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150th  Anniversary  Committee 
Row  1,  L  to  R  —  Sylvia  Hanes,  Laura  Mae  Mallard,  Charlotte  Beck,  Pat  Myers.  Row  2,  L  to  R  —  Lindsay  Leonard,  Lamar  Myers,  Ed 
Holmes,  John  Pace,  Eric  Snider. 


fJ£am 


**nr  ib 


Gene  Smith  and  Rev.  Leonard  Rollins  on  their  way  to  Togo, 
West  Africa. 


Sunday  July    18,    1982  M.   Scott   Forrest   is 

ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

October  1982  -  The  church  purchases  video  cas- 
sette player  and  TV.  set  for  the  use  of  the  church 
family. 

May  1983  --  Church  secretary,  Mrs.  Judy  Wood 
resigned  after  9  years  and  10  months. 

June  1983  --  Mrs.  Bobbie  Pace  is  elected  church 
secretary. 

May  1984  -  The  church  voted  to  purchase  a 
Canon  copier  for  use  in  the  church  office.  Also  voted  to 
cover  the  outside  woodwork  of  the  church  building 
with  vinyl  clad  aluminum. 

June  30,  1985  -  Ordained  C.F.  McDowell  III  to 
the  Gospel  Ministry. 

December  1985  -  Accepted  recommendation 
from  the  bus  committee  that  we  purchase  a  new 
church  bus.  The  committee  is  Jim  Meachum,  Lindsay 
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Mrs.  Judy  Wood,  on  the  left,  with  VBS  group  in  the  Carribean  Island  of  Antigua,  1988. 


Leonard  and  Larry  Perryman. 

January  1986  —  The  church  voted  to  purchase  pew 
Bibles  from  the  American  Bible  Society  to  place  in  the 
pew  racks  in  the  church  auditorium. 

May  1986  Used  money  from  the  Dale  Grubb 
memorial  to  purchase  a  VCR  Camera  to  be  used  in 
filming  significant  services  and  events  in  the  church. 
Voted  to  have  the  church  trustees  to  act  for  the  church 
in  purchasing  the  adjacent  Joe  Wood  property. 

February  1987  -  The  church  voted  to  license 
Ricky  Smith  to  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

March  1987  A  150th  Anniversary  Committee 
was  appointed.  They  are  Pat  Myers,  Sylvia  Hanes, 
Charlotte  Beck,  Laura  Mae  Mallard,  Lindsay 
Leonard,  Eric  Snider,  Lamar  Meyers,  Ed  Holmes, 
and  Chm.  of  deacons  along  with  the  yearly  church 
History  Committee. 

October  1987  --  Installed  a  new  sound  system  for 
the  church  auditorium. 

June  1988  Music  Director  Ed  Holmes  submits 
his  resignation.  Voted  to  build  a  new  equipment  shed 
at  the  church.  The  men  of  the  church  will  do  the  work. 


October  1988  Called  Kevin  Lipe  as  interim 
Music  Director. 

November  1988  —  Authorized  the  150th  Anniver- 
sary Committee  to  proceed  with  a  church  picture 
directory  as  a  part  of  our  anniversary  celebration. 

March  1 989  —  Voted  to  repair  and  paint  the  church 
auditorium. 

One  thing  that  has  come  up  briefly  several  times 
during  the  past  few  years  is  the  volunteer  mission 
efforts  undertaken  by  members  of  our  church  and  of 
special  gifts  given  to  assist  others  outside  of  our 
church. 

Reeds  Church  has  always  been  very  mission-mind- 
ed. Involved  in  the  records  are  many  references  to 
offerings  given  to  various  mission  causes  almost  every 
year  since  the  church  was  established.  Since  1945 
Reeds  Baptist  Church  has  contributed  $565, 1 39.00  to 
worldwide  missions  through  the  SBC  Cooperative 
Program,  along  with  many  other  mission  gifts  to 
worthy  causes  both  local  and  outside  of  the  communi- 
ty. For  many  years  Reeds  has  been  among  the  top 
churches  in  the  state  in  percentage  of  gifts  going  to  the 
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Gene  and  Jo  Smith,  left,  front  and  back  row,  and  Forrest  Michael,  front  right  in  checked  shirt,  with  Liberty  Baptist  Associational  group 
on  their  way  to  Brazil  for  mission  activities. 


Cooperative  Program.  In  the  year  1983  Reeds  was 
number  one  in  the  state,  having  given  4 1 .4%  of  regular 
funds  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  The  total  gifts  for 
that  year  was  $39,654.00  which  was  87th  in  the  state 
in  total  gifts. 

Another  aspect  of  mission  participation  by  this 
church,  as  well  as  many  other  churches  in  the  SBC, 
has  been  mission  volunteers  travelling  to  other  parts  of 
the  world  to  participate  in  accomplishing  mission 
tasks  on  the  fields  where  they  are  needed. 

In  1985  Deacon  Gene  Smith  went,  along  with  our 
Director  of  Missions,  Rev.  Leonard  L.  Rollins,  to  be  a 
part  of  the  N.C.  partnership  with  the  nation  of  Togo, 
West  Africa.  They  were  there  for  one  month. 

Then  in  1988  Mrs.  Judy  Wood  participated  in  a 


SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board  sponsored  trip  to  the 
Caribbean  Island  of  Antigua  to  help  to  plan  and  carry 
out  Vacation  Bible  Schools  for  the  citizens  of  that 
island  nation.  In  1988  our  church  gave  $500.00  in 
support  of  a  neighboring  pastor  to  go  on  a  preaching 
mission  to  Brazil. 

This  year,  1989,  three  people  from  our  church,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gene  Smith  and  Mr.  Forrest  Michael  will  be 
leaving  in  June  to  go  to  Brazil,  South  America  to  be  a 
part  of  a  group  from  Liberty  Association  going  there 
to  witness  and  to  build  a  church  building.  We  are  very 
proud  of  these  and  all  of  the  others  who  through  their 
prayers,  their  gifts  or  their  going  are  being  a  part  of 
the  mission  of  the  church  as  described  in  Matthew 
28:18-20. 
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CONCLUSION 


Some  weeks  ago,  as  I  completed  the  first  draft  of 
this  manuscript  and  made  copies  of  it  for  editing,  I 
decided  to  submit  copies  to  the  following  people  for 
their  comments  and  suggestions.  They  are  Dane 
Hobbs,  Mrs.  Pat  Myers,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Hanes,  Mrs. 
Callie  Sue  Michael  and  Mrs.  Kathleen  Craver.  All  of 
the  comments  that  I  have  received  so  far  have  been 
supportive  of  what  I  have  tried  to  do.  I  appreciate  all 
of  their  help  and  especially  the  suggestions  that  they 


Mrs.  Minnie  Snyder,  Mrs.  Bessie  Farabee  and  little  Miss 
Kathleen  Mock  and  master  Frank  Mock. 


have  made  to  improve  the  readability  of  the  book. 

The  big  problem  now  as  I  try  to  edit  the  material,  is 
the  realization  that  there  is  such  a  large  body  of 
material  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  use,  but  probably 
should  have.  I  think  of  people,  such  as  Mrs.  Clyde 
(Minnie)  Snyder  who  served  as  pianist  and  organist 
for  the  church  for  fifty  years.  She  was  such  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  served  with  her.  She  rarely  ever 
missed  a  service  on  Sunday  Morning  or  Evening  or  on 
Wednesday  Evening.  She  played  for  funerals,  for 
weddings  and  all  kinds  of  other  special  services  and 
programs.  Her  commitment  covered  not  only  her  love 
for  music,  but  to  every  other  aspect  of  church  life.  We 
need  a  renewal  of  this  kind  of  commitment. 

Or  think  of  people  such  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arlie 
Myers.  Mr.  Arlie  served  as  Sunday  School  Director 
for  more  than  30  years,  and  served  in  almost  every 
other  capacity  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Meredith  Myers 
was  one  of  the  early  supporters  of  our  history  gather- 
ing project  and  continued  to  support  it  as  long  as  she 
lived. 

Or  think  of  Mrs.  Callie  Sue  Michael  as  a  supporter 
of  the  history  project.  Several  years  ago  she  gave 
$1,000.00  to  begin  a  fund  in  support  of  this  work.  She 
has  given  the  old  pulpit,  Lord's  Supper  table  and  a 
refinished  pew  out  of  the  1 907- 1 958  churc li  building. 
She  has  refinished  one  of  the  stained  glass  windows 
out  of  that  building  and  it  is  now  on  display  in  our 
church  social  hall.  She  has  had  built  and  given  to  the 
church  a  walnut  storage  cabinet  for  storing  historical 
items.  These  and  many  other  good  deeds  makes  her 
worthy  of  special  mention. 
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Mr.  Arlie  and  Mrs.  Meredith  Myers 


1.  To  individuals  and  to  families  I  say,  take  good 
care  of  your  photographs  and  letters  and  other 
things  of  historical  significance.  Be  sure  that 
there  are  dates  on  them  and  names  of  persons, 
places  and  things.  You  might  be  surprised  at  the 
number  of  items  that  have  been  interesting  for 
me  to  look  at  but  they  were  of  no  historical  use  to 
us  because  the  person  or  the  scene  could  not  be 
identified. 

2.  Let  me  encourage  families  to  make  and  keep 
scrapbooks.  I  now  have  two  scrapbooks  in  my 
office  that  were  kept  by  Mrs.  Jennie  Craver.  They 
cover  the  period  of  the  1930's  and  1940's  and 
1950's.  Many  of  you  who  will  read  this  are  a  part 
of  Mrs.  Craver's  scrapbook,  not  because  you  were 
related  or  in  the  family.  When  she  saw  something 
in  the  newspapers,  or  received  cards  or  notes  of 
special  significance,  she  added  them  to  her  scrap- 
book.  What  a  source  of  history,  documented  and 
readily  available. 

3.  To  the  church,  the  schools  and  other  local  organi- 
zations. Keep  good  records  and  be  sure  that  they 
are  kept  in  a  safe  place.  Church  records  should  be 
regularly  microfilmed  and  kept  on  record  with 
some  public  institution.  Be  sure  that  adequate 
records  are  kept  of  all  business  conducted  by  the 


This  kind  of  listing  could  go  on  and  on,  for  the 
history  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church  is  filled  with  records 
of  sacrificial  service  by  persons  now  living  and  by 
those  who  have  gone  before  us. 

As  you  come  to  this  part  of  our  story,  you  become 
the  writer.  Think  of  those  persons  out  of  your  own 
experience  that  you  feel  should  have  been  included  but 
were  not.  If  they  are  still  among  the  living,  go  to  them 
and  tell  them  of  what  their  lives  have  meant  to  you, 
and  how  much  you  love  them  and  appreciate  their 
ministry  in  your  life.  If  they  are  deceased,  maybe  you 
would  want  to  write  a  tribute  to  them  and  let  it  become 
a  part  of  our  history  collection  here  at  Reeds.  If  they 
have  descendants  still  living  among  us,  go  to  them  and 
tell  them  how  much  their  loved  ones  have  meant  to 
you. 

This  final  word  as  we  come  to  the  closing  para- 
graphs of  this  manuscript.  Remember  that  what  is 
happening  now  in  our  lifetime  is  the  history  that 
someone  will  be  researching  and  writing  out  in  the 
future.  So,  let  me  make  a  few  suggestions. 


Mrs.  Callie  Sue  Michael 
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church.  One  of  the  most  difficult  parts  of  our 
history  gathering  and  writing  project  has  been 
the  missing  years  of  our  church  records.  For 
whatever  the  reason  it  has  caused  our  church 
history  to  be  less  than  complete.  For  the  preserva- 
tion of  all  significant  historical  materials,  see  to  it 
that  the  church  has  a  conscientious,  functioning 
history  committee  that  knows  the  value  of  year  to 
year  records  and  makes  every  effort  to  meet  and 
do  its  job  while  the  materials  are  available  to 
them. 
150  years,  1839-1989,  this  is  the  history  of  the 
organized  church  here  at  Reeds  X  Roads.  Add  to  that 


another  44  years  back  to  1795  when  Reeds  was 
officially  recognized  as  an  "arm  of  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment Church,"  and  add  another  24  years  back  to  1 77 1 
when  the  first  records  of  services  are  found  and  there 
you  have  our  history.  It  is  a  great  history  and  worthy  to 
be  kept  before  the  people  of  today.  Let  us,  in  1989,  be 
worthy  of  receiving  the  torch  from  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  and  zealous  to  pass  it  on  to  those  who 
follow.  If,  in  fact,  history  does  repeat  itself,  then  Reeds 
Baptist  Church  has  a  great  challenge  and  a  glorious 
future  ahead. 

May  the  same  Spirit  that  has  led  this  church  in  the 
past  continue  to  guide  us  in  the  future.  Amen! 
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Summary  No.  1  —  Buildings  Associated 

With  Reeds 


Building  No.  1  —  Probably  a  log  schoolhouse  that  was 
also  used  as  a  meeting  place  up  to  about  1795.  The 
exact  location  of  this  log  schoolhouse  is  very  uncertain 
but  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Reeds  Cross 
Roads. 

Building  No.  2  —  The  deed  to  the  original  two  acres  of 
land  says  that  a  new  meetinghouse  has  been  con- 
structed on  the  two  acre  plot.  This  building  was  in  use 
until  about  1841,  and  was  probably  located  some- 
where in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  old  section  of  the 
Reeds  Cemetery. 

Building  No.  3  -  -  In  October,  1839,  the  group  was 
organized  and  constituted  as  a  church.  In  January, 
1841,  Major  George  Smith,  a  trustee  of  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  Jersey  settlement  who  had  been  holding  in 
trust  the  title  to  the  Reeds  property,  made  a  new  deed 
to  the  property  to  carry  out  the  original  intent  of 
George  Reed.  This  new  deed  listed  Daniel  Wommock, 
Alexander  Craver,  and  James  Cornish  as  trustees  of 
the  newly  formed  church.  In  this  1841  deed,  George 
Smith  says,  "and  wheras  there  has  been  a  new  meet- 
inghouse erected  and  Baptist  Church  Constituted  on 
said  two  acres  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  — ."  This  would 
indicate  that  a  third  building,  again  probably  a  log 
building  was  erected  about  the  center  of  our  present 
old  section  of  the  cemetery. 

Building  No.  4  -  -  The  minutes  of  the  Reeds  Cross 
Roads  Church  for  March,  1871,  states  that  the  build- 


ing of  a  new  house  was  taken  into  consideration.  A.R. 
Craver,  Alfred  Wood,  and  Anderson  Gobble  were 
appointed  a  building  committee.  Rev.  Henry  Sheets, 
in  his  A  History  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association, 
states  that  the  new  meeting  house  was  built  that  year. 
This  would  have  been  first  hand  knowledge  to  Rev. 
Sheets  as  he  was  pastoring  in  the  area  at  the  time,  and 
ten  years  later  in  January,  1881,  he  would  begin  a 
seven  year  pastorate  here  at  Reeds.  This  building,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  was  located  just  outside  the 
northern  edge  of  the  old  section  of  the  Reeds  Ceme- 
tery, and  would  serve  as  the  meeting  house  until  about 
1907.  A  line  drawing  picture  of  this  building  accom- 
panied an  article  about  Reeds  Church  in  the  Lex- 
ington Dispatch  in  the  year  1904.  We  have  a  copy  of 
this  picture. 

Building  No.  5  —  Construction  began  on  this  building 
in  1907  and  the  dedication  service  was  held  in  1910 
and  it  served  as  the  meeting  place  for  Reeds  Baptist 
church  until  June,  1958  when  it  was  replaced  by  the 
present  building.  Several  views  of  this  building  are 
available  in  photographs  showing  that  it  started  out  as 
a  single  unit  to  which  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
added  on  two  sides.  Its  location  is  established  by  the 
presence  of  the  cornerstone  just  southeast  of  the 
present  building. 

Building  No.  6  —  The  present  structure  was  first  put 
into  use  in  June,  1958,  with  its  dedication  service 
being  held  on  December  28,  1958.  It  is  the  first  brick 
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building  to  serve  the  Reeds  congregation. 

In  all  probability,  buildings  number  1,  2,  and  3,  were 
all  constructed  of  hewn  logs.  Buildings  4  and  5  were  of 
weatherboard  and  building  No.  6  is  of  masonry 
construction. 

Actually,  there  was  another  building  on  the  church 
property  which  was  known  as  Reeds  Academy  or 
Reeds  School  that  was  established  about  1892  to 
provide  more  adequate  education  for  the  youth  of  the 
Reeds  and  surrounding  communities.  A  good  number 
of  pictures  are  available  of  this  building,  many  of  them 
with  groups  of  students  or  graduating  exercises.  This 
school  continued  to  serve  the  community  until  the 
construction  of  the  Reeds  School  in  1920.  The  build- 
ing itself  still  stands  in  the  community,  used  as  a 
business.  It  was  moved  from  the  church  property  to  its 
present  location  facing  Highway  64  just  east  of  Reeds 
Cross  Roads. 

LIST  OF 

PASTORS  OF 

REEDS 

BAPTIST 

CHURCH 


Oct.  12, 

1839- 

-Dec. 

1842 

Elder  Josiah  Wiseman 

March, 

1843- 

-Dec. 

1845 

Elder  W.  H.  Hamner 

May, 

1845- 

-May, 

1846 

1  Elder  William  Turner  * 

June  13, 

1846- 

-Dec. 

1854 

1  Elder  Azariah  Williams  + 

Dec, 

1854- 

-March,  1855 

2Elder  William  Turner  * 

April, 

1855- 

-March,  1856 

Elder  Amos  Weaver 

April, 

1856- 

-Dec. 

1858 

Elder  William  Lambeth 

January, 

1859- 

-Dec. 

1860 

3Elder  William  Turner  * 

January, 

1861- 

-Dec. 

1863 

Elder  J.B.  Jackson 

April, 

1864- 

-Nov. 

7,  1865 

2Elder  Azariah  Williams  + 
(date  of  his  death) 

Nov., 

1865- 

-Dec. 

1869 

Elder  Aaron  Yarborough 

Jan., 

1870- 

-Dec. 

1871 

Elder  Pinkney  Oliver 

Jan., 

1872- 

-Dec. 

1873 

Elder  Elijah  Allison 

1874- 

-Dec. 

1876 

Elder  Hezekiah  Morton 

1877- 

-Dec. 

1880 

Elder  John  F.  Redwine 

Jan., 

1881- 

-March,  1888 

Elder  Henry  Sheets 

April, 

1888- 

-Dec. 

1893 

Elder  Thomas  Carrick 

Jan., 

1894- 

-Dec. 

1895 

1  Elder  J.  M.  Hilliard  # 

Jan., 

1896- 

-Dec. 

1898 

Elder  J.  M.  Bennett 

Jan., 

1899- 

-Jan. 

14,  1906  1  Elder  J.  R.  Miller  = 

Jan  14, 

1906- 

-Jan., 

1909 

Elder  S.  D.  Swaim 

Oct.  8, 

1909- 

-one 

month 

only 

2Elder  J.R.  Miller  - 

Dec.  19, 

1909- 

-May, 

1912 

2Elder  J.  M.  Hilliard  # 

May, 

1912- 

-July, 

1912 

Elder  J.  T  Jenkins 

Sept., 

1912- 

-Dec, 

1912 

Rev.  O.  A.  Keller 

Jan., 

1913- 

-April 

,  1913 

Rev.  J.  H.  Vipperman 

May, 

1913- 

-Nov., 

1915 

Rev.  J.  M.  Hamrick 

Nov., 

1915- 

-Aug., 

1916 

Rev.  J.  F  Carter 

Oct., 

1916- 

-June, 

1919 

Rev.  Ben  C.  Ingram 

May, 

1918- 

-July, 

1918 

Rev.  Forrest  C.  Feezor 
(elected  summer  supply  for 
Ingram  to  return  to  school) 

June  6, 

1919- 

-Feb., 

1920 

Rev.  J.  T  Gillispie 

March, 

1920- 

-Aug. 

1920 

1  Rev.  Hoyle  Love" 

Nov., 

1920- 

-Dec, 

1921 

Rev.  J.  C.  Gillispie 

Jan., 

1922- 

-Nov., 

1925 

Rev.  W.  L.  Barrs 

Dec, 

1925- 

-June, 

1928 

Rev.  R.  C.  Foster 

Aug., 

1928- 

-June, 

1930 

Rev.  C.  H.  Foster 

Jan., 

1931- 

-April 

,  1932 

Rev.  E.  W.  Turner 

May, 

1932- 

-Oct., 

1936 

Rev.  E.  C.  Roach 

Feb., 

1937- 

-Oct., 

1938 

2Rev.  Hoyle  Love" 

Feb., 

1939- 

-Dec, 

1948 

Rev.  N.  C.  Teague 

Jan., 

1949- 

-July, 

1949 

Rev.  Horace  V.  Kinney  (supply) 

Dec, 

1949- 

-May, 

1954 

Rev.  Malvin  C.  Swicegood 

July, 

1954- 

-Nov., 

1955 

Rev.  F  M.  Powell  (supply) 

Dec, 

1955- 

-Marc 

h,  1969 

Rev.  Bennie  Crawford 

June, 

1969 

Present 

Rev.  John  H.  Pace 

*  Elder  William  Turner  served  this  church  on  3  different  occasions 
for  a  total  of  3  years  and  2  months. 

+  Elder  Azariah  Williams  served  this  church  on  2  different 
occasions  for  a  total  of  10  years  and  1  month. 

#  Elder  J.  M.  Hilliard  served  this  church  on  2  different  occasions 
for  a  total  of  4  years  and  4  months. 

=  Elder  J.  R.  Miller  served  this  church  on  2  different  occasions  for 

a  total  of  6  years  and  1  month. 
"  Rev.  Hoyle  Love  served  this  church  on  2  different  occasions  for  a 

total  of  approximately  2  years. 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

SKETCHES 

OF  PASTORS 

Elder  Josiah  Wiseman 

Elder  Josiah  Wiseman,  the  first  pastor  of  Reeds  X 
Roads  Church,  was  at  the  same  time  pastor  of  our 
mother  church,  Jersey  Meeting  House.  From  the  time 
of  his  ordination  in  1833  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1844,  he  pastored  several  churches.  Among  these  are 
Jersey  Meeting  house,  Abbotts  Creek,  Pine  Meeting 
House  (now  Churchland)  and  Reeds  X  Roads.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  Liberty  Associa- 
tion and  served  at  the  organizational  meeting  in  1832 
on  a  select  committee  to  arrange  the  business  of  the 
association  and  to  prepare  a  constitution  and  rules  of 
decorum.  Twice  he  preached  the  Associational  ser- 
mon, in  1833  at  Holloways  and  in  1840  again  at 
Holloways.  He  served  as  pastor  at  Reeds  from  our 
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organization  on  October  12,  1839,  until  December, 
1842. 

It  is  said  that  he  had  a  favorite  text  from  which  he 
preached  more  than  any  other.  It  was  John  14:2  -  "In 
my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions."  This  is  on  his 
tombstone  at  Jersey  Baptist  Church  cemetery. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  the  biographical  sketch  which 
was  inserted  in  the  1845  Minutes  of  the  Liberty 
Baptist  Association,  written  by  a  committee  of  his 
contemporaries.  Rev.  William  Turner,  who  would  later 
pastor  our  church  on  three  different  occasions,  was 
chairman  of  this  committee. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

The  committee  which  was  appointed  to  write  a 
biographical  sketch  of  the  late  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman 
have  drawn  up  the  following: 

He  was  born  January  the  29th,  1 783,  of  respectable 
christian  parents,  who  brought  him  up  in  the  fear  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord.  He  early  became  the  subject 
of  religious  impression,  which  increased  until  he  was 
hopefully  converted  to  God  in  the  1 9th  year  of  his  age. 
He  united  with  the  church  at  Jersey  M.H.,  Rowan 
County,  (now  Davidson)  N.C.,  and  was  baptized  the 
5th  of  July,  1 8 1 2,  by  Bennet  Solomon.  Amid  the  toils 
and  cares  of  a  toilsome  life,  he  remained  a  pillow  in 
the  church  and  a  light  to  the  world.  In  process  of  time, 
he  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  gospel;  he  was 
licensed  A.D.  1831,  and  increased  in  strength  and 
wisdom,  by  living  in  obedience  to  the  divine  com- 
mand: He  was  ordained  February  17th,  1833,  by 
Joseph  Pickler,  Eli  Carroll  and  Wm.  Birch,  and  was 
called  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church  at  Jersey,  at 
the  same  time,  where  he  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  Pastor,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
until  he  died,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1844,  in  the 
62nd  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  dignified  in  his  deportment,  possessed  a 
firm,  unwavering  mind,  and  was  persevering  in  his 
undertakings.  His  manner  of  preaching  was  plain,  and 
easy  to  be  understood:  "Ye  must  be  born  again,"  was 
the  doctrine  upon  which  he  particularly  insisted;  and 
that  we  merely  being  the  descendants  of  christian 
parents,  or  even  of  Abraham,  are  not  entitled  to 
church  privileges.  He  was  a  faithful  minister  of  the 
gospel;  nothing,  but  being  confined  to  his  bed,  pre- 
vented him  from  meeting  his  appointments,  and 
discharging  his  christian  duties.  We  regret  that  we 
have  neither  time  nor  space  to  write  more  fully  upon 
the  faithfulness  of  our  beloved  brother.  What  lan- 
guage can  express  the  usefulness  of  such  an  excellent 
man?  We  fear  that  we  would  but  shade  the  light  which 
he  so  brilliantly  reflected.  He  has  gone  the  way  of  all 
the  earth;  and  his  spirit,  we  fondly  hope,  is  among  the 
spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  who,  by  faith  and 


patience,  are  now  inheriting  the  promises.  But  he  lives 
in  the  hearts  of  his  friends,  who  think  of  him  with  fond 
regret,  and  his  praise  is  not  only  in  the  church  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  in  all  the  churches. 

William  Turner,  Chairman 

Elder  William  Henly  Hamner 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Hamner  served  as  the  second  pastor  of 
the  young  Reeds  X  Roads  Church,  serving  from 
March  1843  to  early  1845. 

According  to  the  history  of  Fork  Baptist  Church, 
Wm.  H.  and  Susannah  Hamner  were  received  as 
members  of  that  church  on  August  16,  1834  by 
experience  and  baptism.  In  1836  he  was  chosen  a 
deacon  and  a  year  later  in  1837,  he  was  chosen  a 
trustee  at  Fork.  About  1 840  (the  church  clerk  failed  to 
record  the  exact  date)  he  was  licensed  to  preach  and 
on  June  30,  1841,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
having  accepted  the  call  to  become  pastor  of  the  Fork 
Church.  In  addition  to  the  pastorates  listed  in  the 
article  below,  he  also  pastored  at  Rich  Fork  and 
Clemmonsville.  He  was  active  in  the  work  of  the 
association  and  is  recorded  as  preaching  the  Associa- 
tional  Sermon  in  1864. 

Below  is  a  factual  account  and  an  estimate  of  him  as 
a  man  written  by  Elder  Henry  Sheets  in  1906. 

W.  H.  Hamner 

Elder  William  Henly  Hamner  was  born  in  Albe- 
marle County,  Va.,  November  8,  1808.  His  death 
occurred  Sept.  6,  1896,  and  he  was  therefore  in  his 
88th  year  at  the  time  of  this  death. 

At  what  age  he  exercised  faith  in  Christ  or  joined 
the  church  is  not  known.  At  the  time  of  his  ordination 
to  the  gospel  ministry  he  was  a  member  of  Fork 
church,  Davie  County,  N.C.  This  church  invited 
Elders  Peter  Owen  and  Barton  Roby  to  sit  as  a 
presbytery  to  examine  Mr.  Hamner  as  to  his  qualifica- 
tions for  the  great  work  to  which  he  felt  a  divine  call. 
His  qualifications  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
presbytery,  he  was  solemnly  set  apart  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1841.  The  first  text  from  which  he  ever 
discoursed  was,  "I  speak  as  unto  wise  men,  judge  ye 
what  I  say." 

After  his  ordination  he  served  Fork  church, 
1841-1844;  Reed's  X  Roads  1843;  Abbott's  Creek, 
1844-1845;  Marion,  1869-1877,  inclusive. 

As  his  time  was  not  all  engaged  in  the  ministry,  he 
worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  saddle  and  harness  making. 
He  was  an  honest  workman.  It  is  believed  that  he  never 
palmed  off  a  piece  of  shoddy  work  in  his  life. 

He  was  a  man  of  robust  character.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  an  education  were  quite  limited.  Had  he 
been  educated  he  would  have  been  an  intellectual 
giant.  Few  men  of  his  advantages  were  equal  in  the 
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knowledge  of  the  Bible.  He  delighted  in  discussing 
knotty  questions  in  theology.  He  feared  to  measure 
swords  with  no  man.  Some  of  this  brethren  thought 
him  to  be  hyper-Calvinistic  in  his  views  on  the 
doctrine  of  election;  this  was  probably  because  they 
did  not  understand  it  as  he  did. 

Elder  William  Turner 


Elder  William  Turner 

If  one  takes  what  is  said  about  a  man  by  his 
contemporaries  as  a  valid  appraisal  of  character, 
reputation  and  success,  then  Elder  William  Turner 
must  rank  near  the  top  of  the  list  of  ministers  who 
served  in  this  area  of  North  Carolina.  In  the  scrap- 
book  of  Elder  Henry  Sheets  is  what  was  evidently 
more  than  one  page  initially,  of  the  good  things  that 
were  said  of  this  man  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  his 
book,  A  History  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association, 
Elder  Sheets  gave  the  following  biographical  sketch  of 
the  man. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

This  eminent  service  of  God  was  a  son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Turner.  His  grandfather,  John  Paul  Turner, 
emigrated  from  Germany.  He  was  the  youngest  but 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  He  was  born  June 
23,  1816. 

Early  in  life  he  became  concerned  about  his  soul.  A 
revival  of  religion  began,  it  is  said,  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Lexington,  N.C,  which  spread  to  adjacent 
parts.  It  was  during  this  season  of  refreshing  that 


young  Turner's  heart  was  touched.  His  conviction 
deepened,  and  as  he  fully  realized  his  lost  and  ruined 
condition,  the  awful  consequences  of  his  sine  bore 
heavily  upon  him,  and  as  he  looked  up  he  thought 
within  himself,  "unclean,  unclean  in  the  sight  of 
God."  But  soon  he  was  enabled  to  trust  God  and 
rejoice  in  Christ  his  Saviour.  His  first  public  prayer 
was  made  at  his  father's  house  in  family  devotion. 

After  his  conversion  he  united  with  the  old  Jersey 
church  and  was  baptized  by  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  in 
1834.  In  1839  he  began  to  exercise  his  gifts  as  a 
minister  and  in  1844  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of 
the  gospel  ministry. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Laugenour,  April 
23,  1851.  There  were  born  to  them  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son,  Phoebe  and  Thomas. 

His  ministry  was  crowned  with  full  work.  Work 
crowded  him,  and  many  churches  would  have  called 
him  could  be  have  taken  more  work.  As  a  preacher  he 
had  rare  gifts  and  few  equals  in  point  of  ability,  and 
was  therefore  always  in  demand.  His  pastorates 
averaged  longer  than  those  of  most  ministers  in  his 
day. 

Elder  Turner  loved  the  Bible.  His  loyalty  to  its 
teachings  was  perhaps  never  questioned.  Complete 
obedience  to  Christ  in  all  things  was  a  favorite  theme 
with  him.  Few  ministers  of  his  opportunity  had  the 
Bible  so  completely  at  command  as  he.  He  could 
quote  with  the  utmost  precision  his  proof  texts  — 
giving  book,  chapter  and  verst  Often  he  would 
introduce  an  illustration  which  would  melt  down  his 
audience  and  send  the  truth  home  to  the  heart.  He 
loved  to  preach.  Sometimes  he  would  say  in  a  semi- 
humorous  vein,  that  he  could  preach  as  good  gospel  as 
any  one,  but  could  not  preach  it  so  well  as  others. 

When  in  the  meridian  of  life  and  up  to  within  a  few 
years  of  his  death  he  could  hold  vast  audiences  spell- 
bound, sometimes  for  an  hour  and  at  times  his  pathos 
would  move  them  as  few  preachers  could.  This 
doubtless  came  of  the  fact,  in  part  at  least,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  prayer.  At  all  his  churches  he  had  a  place 
where  he  would  go,  when  he  would,  and  hold  commu- 
nion with  God  before  attempting  to  preach.  He  used 
to  say  that  he  could  tell  when  he  heard  one  lead  in 
public  prayer  whether  he  prayed  much  in  secret.  His 
sermons  were  always  well  prepared.  His  outline  was 
clear  cut.  Even  one  with  small  opportunities  could 
grasp  the  truth. 

His  life  was  singularly  upright,  never  a  stain  to  mar 
the  beauty  of  his  Christian  character,  and  yet  he  was 
not  perfect.  He  was  painfully  conscious  of  his  short- 
comings. No  one  knew  it  better  than  he,  nor  felt  it 
more  keenly.  He  often  remarked  that  he  "had  more 
trouble  with  himself  than  he  had  with  the  world  and 
devil."  But  he  could  say  with  the  Apostles,  "It  is  no 
more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  swelleth  in  me." 
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He  was  often  called  upon  to  preach  funeral  ser- 
mons. In  time  of  affliction  he  could  administer  con- 
fort,  around  the  fireside,  as  well  as  in  the  pulpit. 
Thousands  of  aching  hearts  have  been  soothed  by 
him.  He  possessed  a  tender  and  sympathetic  nature, 
and  so  ever  stood  ready  to  minister  to  those  in  trouble. 
And  he  was  always  pleased  when  he  could  find  the 
sorrowing  submissive  and  trustful.  On  one  occasion, 
in  a  far  away  State,  he  talked  with  a  mother  whose 
affliction  had  been  sore.  Knowing  little  of  her,  he 
asked  the  number  of  her  children,  in  beautiful  sub- 
mission, she  replied,  "I  have  four  —  two  in  this  world 
and  two  in  Heaven." 

He  had  little  patience  with  a  pretended  Christian, 
whose  life  was  constantly  giving  trouble  to  the 
church.  On  one  occasion  one  of  his  brethren  took  him 
aside  to  relate  his  troubles,  seeking  pastoral  confort. 
The  brother,  with  tearful  eyes  and  tremulous  voice 
began:  "Bro.  Turner,  don't  you  think  that  some  of  the 
members  have  been  talking  about  me  —  accusing  me 
of  drinking  too  much."  Bro.  Turner,  who  was  quick  to 
detect,  did  not  wait  for  more,  but  looking  him  in  the 
eye  and  pointing  his  index  finger  in  the  brother's  face, 
in  a  very  emphatic  manner,  said,  "Yes,  and  you  are 
drunk  right  now,  too." 

During  the  last  years  of  his  life,  probably  eight  or 
nine,  he  was  so  afflicted  he  had  to  sit  on  a  high  stool 
and  preach,  but  was  none  the  less  effective  because  of 
this. 

Two  things  he  had  desired,  that  he  "might  die  in  the 
harness,"  and  that  he  would  not  "outlive  his  useful- 
ness." Both  were  granted.  When  the  last  day  came, 
April  6,  1889,  he  and  his  companion  had  driven  to 
New  Friendship,  where  he  had  preached  thirty-three 
years.  It  was  a  stormy  day.  He  held  a  short  service.  On 
the  way  home  he  fell  in  his  wife's  arms  and  expired. 
He  went  to  be  with  Him  whom  he  had  so  often 
preached  to  others.  "Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in 
the  Lord." 

Elder  Turner  was  pastor  of  Reeds  Cross  Roads  at 
three  different  times  for  a  total  of  3  years  and  four 
months,  and  was  offered  the  pastorate  on  other  occa- 
sions but  declined.  At  his  death,  he  was  pastoring 
Abbotts  Creek,  Holloways,  Lick  Creek  and  New 
Friendship  Churches  all  in  Davidson  County.  He  was 
elected  moderator  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
for  9  years  and  preached  the  associational  sermon  6 
times.  We  are  proud  to  claim  him  among  those  great 
men  of  God  who  have  lead  us  in  the  early  formative 
years  of  our  church. 


Elder  A/ariah  Williams 

Azariah  Williams  was  the  second  man  to  be  or- 
dained into  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  the  young  Reeds 
Cross  Roads  Church,  being  licensed  on  October  9, 
1 84 1  and  ordained  on  October  1  3,  1 844.  He  was  first 
chosen  pastor  at  Reeds  on  June  13,  1846  and  on  two 
different  occasions  served  the  church  for  a  total  of  10 
years  and  one  month.  Insofar  as  I  am  able  to  deter- 
mine, he  is  the  only  man  to  have  died  while  serving  as 
pastor  of  this  church.  He  died  November  7,  1865. 

A  brief  appraisal  of  the  man  and  his  work  is  given  in 
Sheets'  History  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association,  as 
follows: 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

Elder  Williams  was  born,  reared  and  died  in 
Davidson  County,  North  Carolina.  His  residence  was 
some  two  miles  from  Lexington,  the  county  seat,  on 
the  road  to  Winston  Salem. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn,  he  never  did  any  pastoral  work 
outside  of  his  county.  He  was  received  into  Reed's 
Cross  Roads  church,  "on  a  former  petition,"  Novem- 
ber 9,  1839.  Probably  he  had  been  approved  for 
baptism  before  the  church  was  constituted,  which 
event  took  place  October  12,  1839. 

It  is  recorded,  December  7,  1839,  that  he  "ten- 
dered his  services  to  the  church  as  pastor,  which  being 
received,  is  adopted  by  the  same."  Most  likely  he  only 
offered  to  hold  religious  services  at  their  church 
meetings  till  a  pastor  could  be  had,  for  we  find  that  on 
October  9,  1841,  he  was  "granted  liberty  to  exercise 
in  public  by  oxhortation."  He  was  duly  ordained 
October  13,  1844,  Elders  W.  H.  Hammer,  Richard 
Jacks  and  Samuel  Smith  serving  as  a  presbytery. 

"May  8,  1 847,  Azariah  Williams  was  chosen  pastor 
at  Reed's  church  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  year." 
He  was  pastor  of  this  church  for  ten  years,  at  Marion 
twelve  years,  and  at  Pine  Meeting  House  one  year. 

In  August,  1856,  he  was  chairman  of  a  committee 
to  report  on  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  We  find  a 
ringing  report  in  support  of  the  work  being  done  — 
sending  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  and  the  "education 
of  the  rising  ministry."  It  has  the  ring  of  the  true 
metal. 

During  the  Civil  War,  1860-'64,  he  was  made 
President  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Liberty  Association. 
This  society  had  for  its  object  the  procuring  and 
sending  of  Bibles  to  the  soldiers  in  the  army. 

Elder  Williams  had  a  large  and  well-selected  li- 
brary —  much  larger  than  was  common  for  country 
preachers  of  his  day.  His  reading  was  varied  and 
extensive.  In  the  delivery  of  his  sermons  his  style  was 
conversational.  He  was  said  to  be  rather  slow  and 
painstaking  in  whatever  he  did,  but  was  regarded  as  a 
most  accurate  man.  This  all  grew  out  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  not  emotional  in  his  nature. 
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He  preached  the  introductory  sermon  of  Liberty 
Association  at  Big  Creek  Church  in  1849.  He  served 
as  clerk  of  the  Association  twenty-two  years,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  November  7,  1865.  He  was  born 
July  9,  1806,  and  was  therefore  in  his  sixtieth  year. 
His  mother,  Mary  Williams,  died  December  30,  1 845. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Catharine  Allen, 
December  24,  1844,  and  as  a  result  of  this  union  ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely,  Robert  Franklin, 
James  Allen,  Mary  Jane,  William  McAlpin,  Charlot- 
te Angeline,  Adoniram,  Sallie  Catherine,  Lugenia 
Clarissa,  Charles  and  Mary.  His  wife  died  May  10, 
1865.  He  was  county  surveyor  for  several  years.  He 
was  regarded  as  an  exemplary  citizen.  He  was  a  good 
man  and  served  his  day  and  generation  well. 

Elder  Amos  Weaver 

Very  little  biographical  material  has  been  found 
concerning  Elder  Weaver.  He  is  recorded  as  having 
pastored  Reeds,  Jersey,  Liberty  and  Abbotts  Creek 
Churches  in  the  Liberty  Association.  He  was  modera- 
tor of  the  Association  in  1857- 1 858,  and  preached  the 
Associational  Sermon  in  1858.  He  preached  revivals 
at  the  Fork  Church  in  Davie  County  in  1849  and  in 
1 852.  In  later  years  he  is  listed  among  the  ministers  in 
the  Raleigh  Association  (1870-1877)  and  in  Clayton, 
N.C.  (1885-1887).  There  was  a  brief  article  in  the 
Biblical  Recorder  on  June  25,  1 884  extending  sympa- 
thy to  Elder  Weaver  and  his  wife  on  the  death  of  a  son, 
William,  who  died  of  typhoid  fever.  He  died  July  8, 
1889,  and  an  article  in  the  Biblical  Recorder  on  July 
17,  1889  was  very  lavish  in  its  praise  of  him  as  a  Man 
of  God. 

He  was  the  grandfather  of  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Weaver 
who  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point 
from  1893  to  1896. 

Elder  William  Lambeth 

Various  references  have  been  found  to  Elder  Lam- 
beth, locating  him  in  certain  churches  at  certain  times, 
but  little  is  said  that  would  help  to  give  a  characteriza- 
tion of  his  ministry. 

According  to  the  1 880  census  of  the  United  States 
he  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1816,  and  was  at  the  time  64 
years  old.  He  was  listed  at  this  time  as  a  shoemaker. 
His  wife  was  Amanda  Jane  Lambeth,  also  of  Virginia 
who  was  60  years  old. 

According  to  the  tombstone  in  the  old  cemetery 
behind  the  Court  House  in  Salisbury,  he  was  born 
September  29,  1816  and  died  on  March  2,  1895.  His 
wife  was  born  September  4,  1820  and  died  February 
16,  1887. 

In  May  of  1850,  William  Lambeth  was  among  a 
group  of  people  who  were  granted  letters  "to  become 


members  of  the  new  church  at  Salisbury,  beginning  as 
a  branch  of  Jersey  Church."  He  was  ordained  in  1854, 
and  the  earliest  record  of  his  pastoral  work  is  in 
serving  as  part-time  pastor  of  Trading  Ford  Baptist 
Church,  which  was  established  as  a  branch  of  Jersey 
Baptist  Church,  a  position  he  held  for  15  years  from 
1853-1869.  He  became  pastor  of  Reeds  Cross  Roads 
from  April  1 856  —  December  of  1858.  In  1 857  he  also 
became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Salis- 
bury, a  position  he  held  until  1861. 

During  the  years  of  his  ministry  he  is  recorded  as 
pastoring  at  Trading  Ford,  Reeds,  Salisbury,  and  at 
Marion.  He  preached  the  Associational  Sermon  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association,  meeting  at  the  Reeds 
Church  in  1857. 

In  the  records  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church,  in  1 874,  he 
is  again  mentioned  as  "four  persons  received  by 
certificate  from  Elder  Lambeth  of  Salisbury,  there 
being  no  organized  work  at  that  place  at  present." 

Elder  William  Lambeth  is  one  of  a  great  host  of 
men,  who,  although  very  little  is  known  about  their 
lives  and  their  ministries,  have  served  well  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  difficult  times  and  places  in 
spite  of  hardships,  misunderstandings  and  little  en- 
couragement. May  God  make  their  memory  sacred  to 
us  in  our  day. 


Elder  James  B.  Jackson 
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James  Bradley  Jackson 

(From  the  Biblical  Recorder,  Sept.  11,  1901) 

At  Independence,  Mo.,  July  the  18th,  there  passed 
away  to  his  heavenly  reward  one  of  the  oldest  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  in  the  State        Rev.  J.  B.  Jackson. 

He  was  born  in  Granville  County,  N.C.,  February 
22,  1820.  In  1850  was  married  to  Helen  Knight, 
daughter  of  Noel  Knight,  of  Wake  County.  Converted 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  united  with  the  Hester 
church,  Granville  County.  Bro.  Jackson  received  his 
education  at  Wake  Forest  College.  In  1850  was 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  at  New 
Hope  church,  where  he  held  his  first  pastorate.  Nine- 
teen years  he  spent  in  his  native  State,  preaching  at 
Smithfield,  Milton,  High  Point,  Abbott's  Creek, 
Reeds,  Thomasville  and  other  points.  In  1869  he 
moved  to  Missouri  and  located  in  eastern  Jackson 
County.  He  was  soon  actively  engaged  in  preaching 
and  served  faithfully  the  churches  to  which  he  was 
called. 

For  eleven  years  he  was  pastor  of  Elm  Spring 
church,  which  he  saw  grow  into  one  of  the  strongest 
country  churches  in  the  State.  He  was  also  pastor  at 
various  times  of  Oak  Grove,  Concord,  Six  Mile,  Lone 
Jack,  and  Pittsville.  These  churches  revere  his  memo- 
ry and  love  to  speak  of  his  labors  for  them.  Up  till  some 
two  or  three  years  ago  he  was  active  in  the  work  for  his 
Master,  supplying  for  others  when  not  having  work  of 
his  own. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Jackson,  was  an  able  preacher.  His 
sermons  were  clearly  outlined  and  packed  full  of  Bible 
truth.  He  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible  and  had  a 
clear  conception  of  its  meaning.  He  spoke  in  the 
conversational  tone,  and  with  freedom  and  force.  In 
half  a  century  of  work  done  by  this  brother  who  can 
measure  the  good  accomplished.  He  belonged  to  a 
class  of  preachers  rapidly  becoming  too  few  —  farmer 
preachers,  men  who  could  give  to  weak  and 
struggling  churches  an  able  and  vigorous  ministry 
because  they  could  get  the  largest  part  of  their 
material  support  from  their  farms.  The  Baptists  of  the 
South  and  West  owe  more  to  this  class  of  men  than  to 
any  other.  They  were  ever  on  the  outlook  for  some 
destitute  place  where  they  could  hold  a  meeting  and 
organize  a  church.  In  farm  houses,  barns,  school- 
houses,  under  the  wide  spreading  oaks,  they  preached 
the  Gospel  without  money  and  without  price.  Men 
with  backbone  enough  to  preach  Bible  truth  as  Bap- 
tists hold  it.  Men  mighty  in  the  Scripture,  mighty  in 
faith,  mighty  in  prayer,  mighty  in  exhortation.  To  this 
class  of  men  Bro.  Jackson  belonged.  As  a  man  he  was  a 


rare  character. 

Life  to  him  was  sweet  up  to  the  last.  He  never 
soured  on  the  world.  He  loved  the  churches  where  he 
had  labored.  He  never  complained  of  their  mistreating 
him.  He  honored  his  brethren  in  the  ministry.  Always 
had  a  good  word  for  his  fellow  laborers  in  the  Gospel. 
He  was  a  warm  friend  of  young  men.  In  him  they 
found  a  genial  companion,  yet  one  for  whom  they 
never  lost  respect.  He  helped  many  of  our  young 
preachers.  They  looked  up  to  him  as  a  father.  For  five 
years  I  was  his  pastor  and  learned  to  love  him  dearly. 
He  lived  to  be  an  old  man,  but  did  not  live  in  the  past; 
to  him  the  golden  age  was  in  the  future.  He  did  not 
look  upon  the  present  as  a  degenerate  child  of  the  past, 
but  as  full  of  hope  as  promise.  Many  a  weary  one  he 
has  cheered  on  life's  pathway  by  his  own  sunny 
disposition  as  well  as  by  his  words  of  comfort. 

We  shall  not  see  his  like  again.  Life  is  richer  and 
sweeter  for  having  known  him.  His  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  writer  at  Independence,  after 
which  his  body  was  carried  to  Lee's  Summit  and  laid 
to  rest  to  mingle  with  the  dust  of  loved  ones  to  whom 
he  ministered  in  other  days.  One  girl,  four  boys  and  his 
dear  wife  survive  him. 

Ripe  for  heaven,  the  Master  has  gathered  him 
home.  W.  O.  ANDERSON. 


Elder  Aaron  Yarborough 
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Elder  Aaron  Yarborough 

Elder  Aaron  Yarborough  was  born  in  Davidson 
County,  N.C.,  on  October  5,  1813.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church  on  August  3, 
1833,  by  experience.  His  wife  to  be,  Elizabeth  Worn- 
mack  joined  the  church  at  Jersey  on  November  17, 
1833.  On  February  4,  1834,  these  two  were  united  in 
marriage,  and  to  them  were  born  13  children. 

He  was  evidently  very  highly  thought  of  from  the 
very  beginning  of  his  relationship  to  the  church  for  in 
October  of  the  same  year  that  he  joined  he  was  chosen 
as  a  messenger  to  the  Liberty  Association  from  the 
Jersey  Baptist  Church.  The  records  of  Jersey  Church 
show  that  on  February  5,  1842,  a  letter  of  dismission 
was  granted  to  Aaron  Yarborough  and  his  wife  Eliz- 
abeth. 

The  records  of  Reeds  Church  are  not  complete 
enough  to  show  when  they  joined  Reeds  Baptist 
Church,  but  in  1843  he  was  chosen  to  serve  as  a 
deacon  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads.  In  July,  1853,  he  was 
granted  a  license  to  preach  by  the  Reeds  Church  and 
was  ordained  in  June,  1862.  His  ministry  began  that 
year  at  Pine  Meeting  house  (now  Churchland)  to  be 
followed  by  pastorates  at  Holloways,  Reeds  Cross 
Roads,  and  Marion. 

A  brief  sketch  of  his  life  is  given  by  Elder  Henry 
Sheets  as  follows: 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  and  reared  in 
what  is  now  Davidson  county,  North  Carolina.  His 
birth  occurred  October  5,  1813. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wommack, 
February  4,  1834.  There  were  born  to  them  thirteen 
children. 

At  just  what  age  he  made  a  profession  of  religion 
and  joined  the  church  could  not  be  ascertained,  but 
probably  about  majority. 

He  was  chosen  a  deacon  of  Reed's  X  Roads  Church 
March,  1843,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  in  July, 
1853.  A  presbytery  consisting  of  Elders  Azariah 
Williams  and  S.  W.  Howerton  was  called,  who  exam- 
ined and  ordained  him  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry 
June,  1862. 

During  his  ministerial  life  he  was  pastor  of  four 
churches,  as  follows:  Pine  Meeting  House, 
1862-63-64,  Holloway's,  1863-64,  Reed's  X  Roads, 
1866-67  and  '69,  Marion,  1868. 

He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  departing  this  life 
December  30,  1897,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  life. 

In  reading  the  minutes  of  the  Association,  we  find  him 
to  be  a  very  active  man  in  support  of  the  work  of  the 
churches  and  the  Association. 


Elder  Pinkney  Oliver 

Elder  Pinkney  Oliver 

Elder  Pinkney  Oliver  was  born  in  Guilford  County, 
N.C.  on  June  18,  1838. 

He  was  baptised  into  the  fellowship  of  Elm  Grove 
Church  (Now  Summerfield)  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  1859.  He  was  ordained  by  his  home  church 
in  1862  and  publicly  set  apart  to  the  work  of  the 
Gospel  ministry.  He  was  a  faithful  minister  for  55 
years,  serving  churches  in  the  Guilford,  Forsyth, 
Davidson,  Yadkin,  Surry,  and  Stokes  Counties. 

He  was  an  independent  thinker  and  always  loyal  to 
his  convictions.  His  was  a  long  and  faithful  service  in 
the  vineyard  of  His  Master. 

Some  of  His  Pastorates  were  Elm  Grove,  Good 
Will,  Holloway,  Reeds  X  Roads  (1870-1871),  Clem- 
monsville,  Mt.  Olive,  Friendship,  Evon,  East  Bend, 
Oak  Ridge,  Westfield,  Peters  Creek,  Bethel,  and 
Beck. 

He  died  in  October  1914. 

Dr.  W.R.  Cullom  of  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  published 
an  article  in  the  Biblical  Recorder  in  which  he  charac- 
terized his  dear  friend  who  was  at  this  time  in  the  late 
years  of  His  life,  as  one  whose  "interest  in  the  kingdom 
of  God  was  as  intense  and  as  comprehensive  as  it  could 
have  been  in  the  very  prime  of  his  life.  For  many  years 
Brother  Oliver  had  been  one  of  the  most  loyal  and 
faithful  supporters  of  the  board  of  Education.  When- 
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ever  there  was  an  emergency  call  sent  out  on  behalf  of 
young  preachers  we  could  count  confidently  on  hear- 
ing from  Brother  Oliver  pretty  soon.  Brother  Oliver 
loved  God  and  he  loved  every  creature  of  God  with  a 
heart  as  tender  as  that  of  a  woman.  Who  is  he  in  turn 
that  did  not  love  Brother  Olivers?  There  is  a  fragrance 
left  behind  him  that  makes  the  earth  a  better  place  in 
which  to  live  and  heaven  likewise  will  be  richer 
because  he  is  there.  The  good  Lord  give  to  those  of  us 
who  are  left  a  double  portion  of  his  Spirit." 


Elder  Elijah  Allison 

Elder  Elijah  Allison 

Elder  Elijah  Allison  was  born  in  Transylvania 
County,  N.C.  and  his  early  life  seems  to  have  been 
spent  in  Western  N.C.  He  was  licensed  to  the  ministry 
in  1857  and  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in 
April,  1862  by  the  Little  River  Church  of  Trans- 
ylvania County.  Then  followed  6 1  years  of  ministry  by 
Brother  Allison.  He  pastored  at  Bethel,  Smyrna, 
Thessalonica,  Wallace  Chapel,  Piney  (Churchland) 
Thomasville,  Reeds  X  Roads  (1871-1873),  Jersey, 
Liberty,  Black  Mountain  Waynesville,  Crabtree,  Lit- 
tle River,  Brevard,  Evon,  Mt.  Moriah,  Macedonia, 
and  Shady  Branch  Churches  in  North  Carolina  and  at 
Jonesboro,  Johnson  City,  Smithwood,  Knoxville,  Dan- 
dridge,  and  Oak  Grove,  Tennessee.  He  served  in  North 
Carolina  as  a  state  evangelist.  He  seems  to  have  been 
very  active  in  Revival  work  as  he  is  mentioned  a 


number  of  times  in  the  Biblical  Recorder  as  having 
preached  revivals  in  Various  Churches.  He  served  as 
moderator  of  the  Transylvania  Baptist  Association 
during  the  years  1894-1897. 

Rev.  Allison  died  on  Friday,  January  26,  1923  at  the 
home  of  his  son  in  Brevard,  N.C. 

Elder  H.  Morton 

While  the  name  of  Rev.  H.  Morton  is  familiar  to 
those  who  have  read  any  history  of  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association,  I  had  not  been  able  to  find  out  very  much 
about  him,  even  to  what  his  first  name  was.  He  had 
always  been  listed  as  Rev.  H.  Morton.  After  following 
his  name  through  many  years  of  Associational  Min- 
utes and  State  Convention  Annuals,  his  name  sud- 
denly disappears  from  all  records  in  1922  while  he  was 
living  in  Greensboro.  Following  up  on  this,  I  went  to 
the  Guilford  County  Court  House  and  almost  imme- 
diately found  a  death  certificate  stating  that  he  had 
died  on  May  25,  1922  at  age  86.  I  then  went  to  the 
Greensboro  library  and  in  searching  the  back  issues  of 
the  Greensboro  Daily  News  found  the  report  of  his 
death  in  the  Friday,  May  26  issue.  The  following  is  the 
account  from  the  paper  and  gives  us  much  more 
information  than  we  had  ever  had  before  on  this  man. 

Rev.  Hezekiah  Morton  Is  Dead  At  Age  Of  86 
One  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
State  dies  in  City  to  hold  Funeral  Today 

Rev.  Hezekiah  Morton,  for  more  than  a  half  a 
century  a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist  denomination  died 
yesterday  afternoon  in  Greensboro  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  B.A.  Scott,  1318  Spring  Garden 
Street,  after  an  illness  that  had  confined  him  to  his  bed 
for  three  weeks.  The  funeral  will  take  place  this 
afternoon  at  2:30  p.m.  at  Forest  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Morton  held  membership,  and 
will  be  conducted  by  the  pastor  Rev.  E.  E.  White,  J.S. 
Moore,  M.E  Grantham,  Dr.  J.T.F.  Battle,  ED.  White- 
head, B.B.  Fitzgerald  and  J.E.  Alderman  will  act  as 
pallbearers.  The  body  will  be  taken  to  Thomasville 
and  interment  will  be  made  there. 

In  point  of  service,  as  well  as  in  years,  Mr.  Morton 
was  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  in  the  Baptist  State 
Convention.  In  the  course  of  his  50  years  ministry  he 
has  held  pastorates  at  Thomasville,  Rich  Fork,  Den- 
ton, Liberty,  Lick  Creek,  and  Jackson  Creek  in  David- 
son County,  at  Reeds  Cross  Roads  in  Davidson  Coun- 
ty, and  at  Polkton  in  Anson  County.  He  had  an 
honorable  record  of  service  of  his  country,  as  well  as 
his  church,  for  in  the  sixties  he  fought  in  the  Confeder- 
ate ranks.  Although  he  laid  no  claim  to  scholarship,  he 
knew  one  book  from  cover  to  cover  —  his  Bible  —  and 
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all  through  the  Piedmont  country  where  he  lived  and 
labored  he  was  known  and  revered  as  a  true  and 
faithful  servant  of  his  Lord. 

Mr.  Morton  was  born  in  Stanly  County  August  9, 
1837,  and  was  therefore  in  his  86th  year  of  age.  He 
was  twice  married  -  first  to  Miss  Lucy  Hartsell  of 
Stanly  County  and  after  her  death  to  Miss  Margaret 
A.  Jordan,  a  niece  of  Rev.  F.M.  Jordan,  himself  a 
Baptist  preacher  of  long  service.  She  died  in  1885.  The 
children  of  the  latter  union  are  Mrs.  Samuel  J. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  J.W.  Blozton  and  Mrs.  B.A.  Scott  of 
Greensboro:  Mrs.  J.G.  Reitzel  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
James  A.  Morton  of  Alezandria,  Ind.:  Walter  M. 
Morton,  of  Wadesboro;  and  Miss  Cora  Morton  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  all  of  whom  survive;  and  Dewitt  H. 
Morton  of  Anson  County,  deceased. 


Elder  John  F.  Redwine 

Elder  John  F.  Redwine 

John  F.  Redwine  was  received  for  membership  and 
baptised  in  January,  1846  by  Fork  Baptist  Church 
during  the  pastorate  of  Elder  William  Turner.  He 
evidently  was  an  adult  already  as  he  is  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  Yadkin  Association  later  that  year.  He 
preached  at  Fork  in  April  1858  and  was  given  a  license 
to  preach  in  July  1 859  by  the  Fork  Congregation.  He 
along  with  another  member  of  the  Congregation  were 
"Granted  License  to  exhort  and  preach  wherever  their 
lots  might  be  cast."  He  was  questioned  and  ordained 


by  his  home  church  in  June  1869.  He  served  the  Fork 
Church  as  supply  and  interim  pastor  on  a  number  of 
occasions  as  well  as  preaching  in  revivals  and  mission 
pastor.  He  served  the  Reeds  X  Roads  Congregation 
for  four  years  1877-1880.  The  following  tribute  of 
respect  was  printed  in  the  Biblical  Recorder  on  May 
19,  1897  so  I  think  that  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  he 
probably  died  sometime  early  that  year. 

TRIBUTES  OF  RESPECT. 

The  following  tribute  of  respect  was  adopted  by  the 
South  Yadkin  Union  at  its  last  meeting: 

WHEREAS,  the  Lord  has,  since  our  last  meeting, 
removed  Elder  J.F.  Redwine,  an  aged  and  much  loved 
brother,  a  member  of  Fork  church,  and  a  constituent 
of  our  body  from  his  earthly  house  and  labors  to  his 
heavenly  home  and  reward. 

Resolved,  That  we  feel  deeply  our  loss  and  deplore 
our  bereavement,  yet  humbly  submit  to  this  divine 
dispensation,  knowing  that  the  Lord  doeth  all  things 
well,  and  that  our  loss  is  our  brother's  eternal  gain, 

Resolved,  That  we  bear  joyous  testimony  to  the 
Christian  integrity,  steadfastness  and  sterling  worth 
of  our  departed  brother. 

Resolved,  That  these  resloutions  be  entered  on  our 
minutes  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  by  our  clerk  to  our 
bereaved  sister,  his  widow,  and  to  the  BIBLICAL 
RECORDER  for  publication. 


Henry  Sheets 
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Elder  Henry  Sheets 

Rev.  Henry  Sheets  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
December  15,  1843,  but  was  raised  in  Davidson  after 
he  became  five  or  six  years  of  age.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  Sept.  27,  1873  at  Tom's  Creek  church,  and 
ordained  to  the  full  ministry  at  the  same  church  Sept. 
23,  1 877.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Corinth  church  in 
Rowan  county,  his  work  there  beginning  January, 
1877.  During  his  long  ministry  he  served  nearly  30 
churches  in  six  different  counties.  The  most  of  his 
work,  however,  was  done  in  the  Liberty  Association 
and  at  one  time  or  another  he  was  pastor  of  nearly 
every  church  in  its  bounds.  Indeed  a  goodly  number  of 
these  churches  were  brought  into  existence  by  means 
of  his  faithful  and  tireless  ministry. 

Brother  Sheets  was  also  the  efficient  clerk  of  the 
Liberty  Association  for  32  years  continuously,  except 
for  three  years  when  he  served  as  moderator.  He  wrote 
and  published  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  "A  History 
of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association, "  a  labor  of  love 
which  he  performed  with  thoroughness  and  excellent 
taste. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  Brother  Sheets'  labors  and 
services.  But  the  real  history  of  his  life  is  written  in  the 
experiences  of  the  many  souls  he  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  into  eternal  life  and  the  many  Christian 
characters  he  helped  to  develop  and  lead  forth  into  the 
everlasting  beauty  of  holiness. 

As  a  pastor  and  preacher  how  many  admirable 
qualities  he  manifested.  He  was  a  devout  and  faithful 
student  of  the  Word,  a  true  and  fearless  interpreter 
and  preacher  of  it  in  the  pulpit,  and  a  strong  expositor 
and  defender  of  the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  his  own 
people.  He  believed  in  the  whole  work  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  sought  to  develop  his  churches  in  all  forms 
of  Christian  activity  both  at  home  and  unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

In  his  pastoral  relations  he  was  wise,  tender  and 
earnest,  being  indeed  the  friend  and  brother  of  every 
one  in  his  churches,  entering  with  his  whole  heart  into 
all  the  joys  and  sorrows  and  experiences  of  his  people. 
He  was  greatly  loved  by  hundreds  to  whom  he  had 
ministered  and  today  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that 
he  "being  dead  yet  speaketh." 

Such  is  the  memorial  to  one  of  the  most  tireless  and 
capable  men  that  I  have  encountered  in  all  of  this 
history  gathering  endeavor.  He  was  a  pastor,  a  teacher, 
a  missionary,  and  a  historian.  Prior  to  his  death  he  had 
pastored  almost  every  church  in  this  county  as  well  as 
churches  in  Randolph,  Forsyth,  Rowan,  Guilford,  and 
Stokes  County.  At  the  time  of  his  death  on  September 


30,  191 7,  he  was  serving  4  churches  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  74  years  of  age. 

He  served  as  a  missionary  to  various  places  in  the 
area  where  now  there  are  churches.  In  addition  to 
having  served  22  years  as  Associational  Clerk  he 
served  as  Moderator  for  5  years  and  was  called  upon 
to  preach  the  Associational  sermon  five  times  over  the 
years. 

As  a  historian  he  was  a  tireless  taker  of  notes.  His 
scrapbook  is  a  veritable  storehouse  of  information.  He 
mentions  that  he  resigned  the  work  at  Reeds  X  Roads 
Church  to  take  charge  of  the  Chaplaincy  at  the 
Baptist  Orphanage.  It  was  in  his  scrapbook  that  we 
found  the  notes  concerning  the  beginning  and  early 
years  of  this  church.  For  this  use  are  truly  grateful  to 
him.  An  interesting  note  is  found  dated  December 
1882,  which  reads,  "In  December  1882  I  baptized 
seven  persons  where  the  ice  broken  was  just  2  inches 
thick.  Not  one  of  them  ever  took  cold." 

In  one  biographical  sketch  he  was  listed  as  editor  of 
"the  Church  worker  monthly."  It  would  be  most 
interesting  to  see  a  copy  of  this  magazine. 

He  served  the  Reeds  X  Roads  Congregation  as 
pastor  for  7  years  and  3  months  from  1881-1! 


Rev.  Thomas  Carrick  1905 

Rev.  Thomas  Carrick,  1888-1893 

The  1935  minutes  of  the  Piedmont  Baptist  Associa- 
tion are  a  memorial  to  Rev.  Carrick.  The  following 
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characterization  of  the  man  and  his  ministry  are 
found  in  the  1935  minutes. 

Rev.  Thomas  Carrick  was  born  near  High  Rock, 
Davidson  County,  April  11,  1850,  and  died  in  High 
Point,  N.C.,  May  22,  1935.  He  received  his  education 
at  Abbott's  Creek,  Wake  Forest  College,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  In  early 
manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bain,  of  High 
Point,  N.C.  Dr.  J.B.  Richardson  was  his  intellectual 
and  spiritual  father.  He  prepared  him  at  Abbott's 
Creek  for  college  and  led  him  into  Christian  service. 
In  his  youth  he  entered  the  ministry  and  for  forty- 
seven  years  he  served  Baptist  churches  in  North 
Carolina.  His  first  pastorates  was  in  Greenville,  N.C, 
where  he  founded  the  Memorial  Baptist  Church. 
After  ten  years  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Lexington.  He  founded  the  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point,  also  served  the 
Green  Street  Baptist  Church,  and  Baptist  churches  at 
Randleman,  Ramseur,  Abbott's  Creek,  and  others.  He 
rendered  a  notable  service  as  a  charter  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Baptist  Orphanage  and 
attended  forty-eight  of  its  annual  sessions. 

Dr.  W.L.  Poteat,  his  college  mate,  said  of  him,  "He 
was  a  good  man,  widely  useful,  sincere,  and  coura- 
geous in  maintaining  an  inflexible  standard  of  the 
upright  life." 

Additional  information  has  been  found  about  Rev. 
Carrick. 

He  was  given  a  license  to  preach  in  1 869  by  the  Lick 
Creek  Baptist  Church,  which  also  ordained  him  to  the 
gospel  ministry  in  1877.  In  addition  to  the  above 
named  churches  that  he  pastored  are  the  following: 
Reeds  Cross  Roads,  Jersey,  New  Friendship,  Church- 
land,  Liberty,  Taylors  Grove,  Pleasant  Grove,  Cedar 
Falls,  Franklinville,  Washington,  and  Pactolus. 

He  served  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  as  Asso- 
ciational  Clerk  for  four  years,  1873-1876.  He  also 
preached  the  Associational  sermon  in  1873.  He  served 
Reeds  X  Roads  for  a  total  of  5  years,  8  months. 

Elder  J.M.  Hilliard 

The  1939  minutes  of  the  Piedmont  Baptist  Associa- 
tion were  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Elder  Hilliard  as 
follows: 

Reverend  Joseph  Marcellus  Hilliard,  born  in  Wake 
County  near  Raleigh,  March  17,  1850.  His  parents 
were  James  Wilford  and  Harriet  Broadwell  Hilliard. 
He  grew  up  in  the  Green  Level  neighborhood  in  the 
western  part  of  Wake  County.  Baptized  into  the 
fellowship  of  Mount  Pisah  Baptist  Church  by  Rev. 
Patrick  W.  Doud,  September,  1865. 


Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard,  about  1893 

Mr.  Hilliard  was  educated  at  Yates  Academy  and 
Wake  Forest  College.  He  entered  the  ministry 
November  10,  1871.  During  his  ministerial  life  he 
served  as  pastor  18  village,  town  and  city  churches. 
Among  these  town  and  city  churches  are:  West 
Raleigh,  Raleigh;  Cherry  Street,  Greensboro;  and  in 
High  Point,  Green  Street,  Southside,  Mechanicsville, 
Hilliard  Memorial.  Other  town  churches  include 
Thomasville,  Ramseur,  Summerville,  Franklin,  Swan- 
nanoa,  Morrisville,  and  many  other  small  village 
churches.  Among  the  country  churches  in  Wake 
County,  he  was  pastor  of  Green  Level,  Mt.  Moriah, 
Wakefield,  Leesville,  Forestville,  Cross  Roads  and 
Bethany.  In  Davidson  County  the  historic  old  Abbott's 
Creek  Church,  Liberty,  and  Reed's  Cross  Roads.  In 
Durham  County,  Red  Mountain,  and  Berry's  Grove. 
In  Buncombe  County,  Berea,  Cave  Creek,  Beaver 
Dam,  North  Fork,  and  Mt.  Carmel.  In  Macon  Coun- 
ty, Cowee  and  Mt.  Hope.  He  also  served  other  small 
Baptist  Churches  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Mr.  Hilliard  was  married  three  times.  He  first 
married  Mary  Colon  Hinton,  October  24,  1879.  To 
this  union  was  born  two  daughters  and  two  sons.  The 
daughters  who  are  now  living  in  High  Point  are  Mrs. 
C.E.  Siceloff  and  Mrs.  Bascom  Hoskins.  The  Sons, 
Jim  and  Eugene,  died  several  years  ago.  The  second 
marriage  was  to  Tranquilla  Johnson,  September  25, 
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1900.  The  third  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  R. 
Knight,  December,  1906.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter  Ruth  Hilliard. 

He  baptized  more  than  a  thousand  in  the  above 
churches,  and  built  more  then  ten  houses  of  worship. 

He  was  Moderator  of  the  Piedmont  Association  for 
seven  or  eight  years,  worked  with  the  State  Mission 
Board  for  about  50  years,  and  was  once  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  this  board.  He  was  elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Mills  Home,  Thomasville,  North 
Carolina,  in  1 89 1 .  He  was  also,  while  working  with  the 
late  lamented  J.H.  Mills,  pastor  of  the  Orphanage 
Church. 

Although  eighty-nine  years  of  age  he  was  interested 
and  active  in  the  Lord's  work  until  he  passed  to  his 
Heavenly  Home,  April  1,  1939.  Two  weeks  before  his 
death  he  preached  at  the  Green  Street  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  Sunday  before  his  home  going  he 
attended  Sunday  School  and  Worship  Service  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point.  His  daughter  said 
of  him  -  "He  was  far  too  feeble  to  get  out,  but  his 
greatest  joy  was  preaching  God's  Word  and  going  to 
His  house." 

Elder  Hilliard  served  the  Reeds  X  Roads  congrega- 
tion a  total  of  4  years  and  5  months  on  two  occasions, 
1894-1895,  1910-May,  1912.  He  was  the  preacher  of 
the  Associational  Sermon  at  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association  in  1895. 

Elder  John  M.  Bennett 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  very  much  biographi- 
cal information  on  Rev.  Bennett,  and  what  we  do  have 
is  very  loosely  connected. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  on  the  3rd 
Sunday  of  March,  1883  by  a  Presbytery  which  was 
called  at  Bethel  Church  in  Montgomery  County  for 
that  purpose.  Records  show  that  he  then  pastored  at 
Ford,  Denton,  Churchland,  Reeds  X  Roads,  Lick 
Creek,  Holloways  and  Stoner's  Grove  Churches. 

Records  further  show  that  he  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
were  the  first  leaders  at  Reeds  Academy,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  from  1892-1900.  In  this  same  area  it  is 
said  that  he  led  in  the  establishing  of  Churchland 
High  School. 

He  served  the  congregation  at  Reeds  X  Roads  as 
pastor  for  three  years,  1896-1898. 

Elder  John  Richard  Miller 

The  biographical  material  is  complete  and  is  sup- 
plied by  Rev.  Miller  himself  through  a  questionnaire 
on  file  at  Wake  Forest  University. 

John  Richard  Miller  was  born  on  October  30,  1864 
in    Davidson    County    some    9    miles    south    of 


Elder  J.  M.  Bennett 


Elder  John  R.  Miller 

Thomasville.  His  father  was  George  W.  Miller  and  his 
mother  Jane  Eleanor  Gordon  Miller.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  at  the  Fork  Academy  and  the  Holly  Grove 
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Academy.  He  did  some  special  work  at  Wake  Forest 
College  and  took  some  correspondence  work  under  the 
direction  of  Southern  Baptist  theological  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

He  was  married  on  March  29,  1893  to  Evelyn 
Leach,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Martin  J.  and  Mahala 
Brown  Leach.  The  wedding  took  place  at  the  bride's 
home  at  Lassiter,  in  Randolph  County,  N.C. 

Rev.  Miller  was  ordained  at  Eldorado,  N.C.  at  a 
union  meeting,  by  request  of  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Church  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  presbytery 
consisted  of  Pastors  Henry  Sheets,  Chm.,  John  A. 
Summery,  Martin  J.  Leach,  George  W.  Henderson, 
Jefferson  Lanning,  and  Haywood  Morris. 

His  first  pastoral  work  was  in  Davidson  County  at 
Holloways,  Reeds  X  Roads,  Rich  Fork,  Jersey,  Jack- 
sons  Creek  (now  Walters  Grove).  Then  in  other 
Associations,  Worthville,  Palmerville,  Whitney  Mis- 
sion, Ebenezer  (now  Badin),  Corinth,  Prospect,  Green 
Street,  Kings  Mountain,  Grover,  Fairmont,  Back 
Swamp,  Raynham,  Pleasant  Hope,  Barnesville,  Bal- 
timore, Norwood,  Silver  Springs,  Kernersville,  and 
New  Friendship  churches. 

He  was  instrumental,  through  volunteer  mission 
work,  in  the  establishing  of  three  churches,  Stoner's 
Grove,  Southmont,  N.C,  East  Kings  Mountain, 
Kings  Mountain,  N.C,  and  McDonald  Church, 
McDonald,  N.C. 

Rev.  Miller  wrote  the  Sunday  School  lessons  for 
Charity  and  Children,  1922-1923.  He  served  as  audi- 
tor for  the  Baptist  Orphanage,  trustee  of  Boiling 
Springs  High  School  and  as  clerk  of  the  Stanly  Baptist 
Association.  He  was  preacher  of  the  Associational 
Sermon  in  the  Liberty  Baptist  Assoc,  in  1905. 

Elder  S.  D.  Swaim 

Two  brief  memorial  sketches  have  been  found 
concerning  this  honored  man.  The  first  is  from  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  Annual, 
and  the  second  is  taken  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association.  They  are  as  follows; 

1 .  Bro.  Solomon  D.  Swaim  died  at  his  home  at 
Lexington,  August  14,  1912.  He  was  a  native  of 
Wilkes  County  where  he  was  born  February  1 5,  1 859. 
At  the  age  of  15  he  was  converted  and  baptized.  He 
graduated  from  Wake  Forest  in  1889,  and  imme- 
diately entered  upon  his  life  work  as  a  teacher  and  a 
preacher  in  both  of  which  he  made  a  good  record.  The 
greater  part  of  his  work  as  pastor  was  done  in  the 
counties  of  New  Hanover,  Davie,  and  Davidson. 

He  was  a  true  friend,  a  wise  counselor,  and  lived  a 
pure  and  spotless  life.  He  was  an  able  preacher  of  the 


Elder  S.D,  Swaim 

word,  a  wise  and  successful  pastor,  and  as  a  builder  of 
churches  and  church  houses  he  had  remarkable  suc- 
cess. He  left  on  earth  the  testimony  that  he  pleased 
God;  and  in  response  to  the  call  of  his  Divine  Master, 
joyfully  went  to  receive  his  reward. 

2.  Rev.  Solomon  D.  Swaim  was  born  in  1859  and 
died  in  Lexington,  N.C.  August  14,  1912.  Bro. 
Swaim's  ministry  bore  abundant  fruit.  As  a  pastor  he 
was  wise,  aggressive  and  faithful.  He  was  a  leader  of 
men,  but  his  nature  was  so  shrinking,  modest  and 
timid  that  they  hardly  knew  they  were  being  led.  As  a 
preacher  he  was  sound,  scriptural  and  strong.  His 
scholarship  was  accurate  and  thorough.  He  was  a 
student  and  applied  himself  to  the  last  of  his  useful 
life.  He  was  a  builder  —  first  of  churches  and  then  of 
church  houses  -  -  and  his  pastorate  in  the  Liberty 
Association  is  marked  by  splendid  houses  of  worship, 
and  by  a  quickened  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  membership 
for  all  the  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the 
churches. 

He  was  a  soldier,  and  feared  not  the  face  of  man. 
Throughout  his  career  he  lived  and  wrought  with  his 
face  toward  his  master.  His  life  was  clean  and  sweet, 
and  no  stain  ever  attached  to  his  name. 

He  had  a  great  grip  on  the  people  of  all  classes  in 
this  section  and  was  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 
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Stricken  with  a  deadly  disease,  the  nature  of  which 
he  fully  understood,  he  exhibited  a  patience  and  a 
fortitude  that  was  born  of  trust  in  God. 

Not  for  one  moment  did  he  doubt  or  murmur,  but  in 
the  last  days  of  his  life  was  as  true  to  his  convictions 
and  as  faithful  to  the  trust  committed  to  his  hands  as 
he  ever  was  in  the  full  flush  of  a  vigorous  manhood. 

For  him  death  had  no  terrors,  but  he  was  soothed 
and  sustained  by  an  unfaltering  trust  and  peacefully 
met  the  last  great  enemy. 

"As  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about 
him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

In  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association,  Elder  Swaim 
pastored  the  following  Churches  during  his  ministry: 
Jersey,  Holloway's,  Pine  Meeting  House  (now 
Churchland),  Denton,  Center  Hill,  Smith's  Grove, 
and  Reeds.  He  also  preached  the  Associational  Ser- 
mon in  1909. 


Elder  J.T.  Jenkins 

Elder  J.  T.  Jenkins 

May,  1912  --  July,  1912 
Elder  Jenkins  is  another  of  those  men  of  whom  little 
has  been  found  concerning  his  early  life.  He  first  is 
found  in  my  research  in  Statesville,  N.C.,  in  1 889,  and 
at  Richmond  Hill  in  1890.  In  1893  he  assisted  the 
pastor  in  a  protracted  meeting  at  Fork  Baptist  Church 
at  which  time  30  new  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  It  is  recorded  that  Elder  Jenkins  was  espe- 


cially severe  in  his  denunciation  of  intemperance  and 
the  manufacture  of  spirituous  liquors. 

In  1905  and  1908  he  is  listed  as  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Wilson,  N.C.  His  address  in  1909  is 
listed  as  Charlotte,  N.C.  and  in  1910  became  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Lexington  and  remained  until 
1912  at  which  time  he  was  also  pastor  at  Reeds  for  a 
few  months.  He  also  served  as  pastor  of  Stoners  Grove 
during  his  stay  in  the  Lexington  area.  His  pastorates 
in  this  area  ended  in  July,  1912,  as  the  result  of 
difficulties  arising  from  reported  unethical  conduct  in 
his  work. 


Rev.  O.A.  Keller 

Rev.  O.  A.  Keller 

Rev.  Oscar  A.  Keller  was  born  June  12,  1877,  to 
James  J.  and  Mary  Anne  Robinson  Keller  in  Tay- 
lorsville,  N.C.  His  home  church  was  Antioch  Baptist 
Church  in  Alexander  County  and  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  1898  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by 
the  Antioch  Church  in  August,  1899.  This  same  year 
he  was  married  to  Iva  Mae  Oxford  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children. 

Rev.  Keller  taught  school  for  eight  years  prior  to 
entering  into  the  ministry  full  time.  His  first  pastorate 
was  Yanceyville.  Other  churches  that  he  has  pastored 
have  been  Jonesboro  Baptist,  Ephesus,  Lemon 
Springs,  Thomasville,  Wallburg,  Jersey,  Reeds,  New 
Friendship,  Welcome,  Erlanger,  Kernersville,  Cool 
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Springs  (Sanford),  Ashby  Heights  (Aberdeen),  Ben- 
son First,  Aberdeen  Baptist  Church,  Allen  Street 
(Charlotte),  Reeves  Chapel  (Chatham  County), 
Cameron,  Vass,  and  Moncure.  He  taught  Bible  at 
Moravian  Falls,  N.C.  His  ministry  lasted  about  40 
years.  The  date  of  his  death  was  June  21,  1950. 

Rev.  Keller's  work  was  carried  on  at  the  time  when  it 
was  customary  to  have  a  "field"  of  churches.  A  man 
might  be  pastor  of  from  2  to  5  churches  at  the  same 
time  going  to  each  of  them  one  Sunday  per  month. 
During  the  same  period  of  time  that  he  worked  briefly 
in  our  church  he  was  serving  also  at  Wallburg, 
Welcome,  New  Friendship,  Jersey,  Thomasville,  and 
Erlanger  Churches,  though  not  all  at  the  same  time. 

In  his  own  biographical  sketch  he  says  that  he  had 
conducted  revival  meetings  in  more  than  25  counties 
of  N.C.  and  also  some  in  other  states. 

He  was  moderator  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Associa- 
tion for  2  years  and  preached  the  Associational 
Sermon  in  1910,  1912,  and  1915. 


Rev.  J.H.  Vipperman 

Rev.  J.  H.  Vipperman 

I  have  been  able  to  secure  only  a  few  facts  about 
Rev.  J.  H.  Vipperman,  and  this,  along  with  a  picture, 
was  secured  for  us  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Leonard,  Sr.,  of  High 
Point,  N.C. 

In  1904,  he  is  listed  in  state  and  associational 
records  as  a  member  of  Green  Street  Baptist  Church 


in  High  Point.  In  1912-1913  he  is  still  listed  as  a 
member  of  the  same  church.  He  served  as  supply 
pastor  of  Reeds  Baptist  Chruch  from  January 
April  of  1913.  Mr.  B.  G.  Leonard,  Sr.  remembers  him 
as  being  "pastor  of  Maple  Springs  Baptist  Church 
more  than  50  years  ago."  This  church  was  located 
near  Seagrove,  N.C. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Vipperman  was  father  of  two  rather 
prominent  Baptist  ministers,  Dr.  Judson  L.  Vipper- 
man, who  was  a  well-known  pastor  in  N.C,  and  Rev. 
David  Vipperman,  who  served  in  N.C.  and  later  in 
S.C. 
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Rev.  J.M.  Hamrick 

Rev.  James  Marcellus  Hamrick 
May,  1913  —  November,  1915 

Rev.  J.M.  Hamrick  was  born  in  Rutherford  County, 
N.C.  August  4,  1872,  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cook  Ham- 
rick. The  following  obituary,  was  taken  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Pittslyvania  Baptist  Association  in  the 
state  of  Virginia  in  the  year  1929. 

Rev.  James  Marcellus  Hamrick  was  born  August 
4th,  1872.  Died  June  27,  1929,  being  in  his  57th  year. 

His  father,  Rev.  Cook  Hamrick,  and  his  mother, 
Mamie  Dodson  Hamrick,  lived  in  Rutherford  County, 
N.C,  at  the  time  of  his  birth;  and  later  moved  to 
Henderson  County,  N.C.  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
boyhood  days. 

His  earlier  school  days  were  spent  in  the  three 
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months1  school  sessions  in  the  public  schools  of  Hen- 
derson County.  Later,  working  on  the  farm,  he  solved 
many  problems,  and  read  much  at  night  in  his  room  by 
dim  lamp  light. 

At  the  age  of  19,  he  stood  the  teachers  examination 
of  Buncombe  County,  N.C.,  and  received  a  teacher's 
certificate,  after  which  he  taught  in  the  public  schools 
for  eleven  years. 

During  the  time  he  attended  many  summer  schools 
and  went  to  Old  Judson  College  in  Henderson,  N.C. 

After  this  he  felt  the  call  to  preach  and  attended 
Wake  Forrest  College  and  the  Souther  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  On  entering 
the  pastorate,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Fairview 
Baptist  Church  of  Buncombe  County,  N.C. 

Shortly  after  accepting  this  pastorate  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mamie  Eley,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.M.  Eley,  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

He  served  the  following  churches:  Biltmore  Baptist 
Church,  N.C,  Mt.  Airy,  N.C,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Henriet- 
ta and  Caroline,  N.C.  Kings  Mountain,  N.C,  Forest 
City,  N.C,  Reeds  Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  N.C, 
Gaffney,  S.C,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Schoolfield,  Va. 
He  was  buried  in  Oakwood  cemetary  on  June  29, 
1929.  As  a  token  of  esteem,  flowers  were  sent  from 
nearly  every  church  of  which  he  had  been  pastor." 

In  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  he  pastored  First 
Baptist,  Lexington,  Reeds,  Rich  Fork  and 
Thomasville  First  Baptist  Church. 

Articles  in  Religious  Herald  Magazine  in  1929 
characterized  him  as  "a  loyal,  faithful  pastor,  a  leader 
who  carried  the  good  will  of  his  people  in  his  heart  and 
a  minister  who  delivered  the  simple  gospel  of  Jesus." 

Rev.  J.  F.  Carter 

June  Franklin  Carter  was  born  September  2,  1885  to 
George  and  Ellen  Garwood  Carter.  He  received  his 
formal  education  at  Wake  Forest  College  (A.B.  degree) 
and  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  (Th.  B. 
Degree).  He  was  married  to  Ursie  D.  Vinson  at  Ahoskie, 
N.C  on  December  1,  1922.  The  history  of  Fork  Baptist 
Church  tells  us  that  "Bro.  J.  F.  Carter  requests  an 
ordination  and  his  request  was  granted  and  the  3rd 
Sunday  in  June  as  the  time  fixed."  In  his  own  biographi- 
cal data  he  lists  Fork  Baptist  Church  as  the  place  and 
August,  1913  as  the  date.  The  data  from  the  Fork 
history  goes  on  to  record  that  the  ordination  of  J.  F. 
Carter  along  with  A.  Gray  Carter  was  carried  out  in  the 
June  meeting  with  the  presytery  being  composed  of 
Elder  S.  W  Hall,  Walter  E.  Wilson,  and  Charles  H. 
Wtley  There  is  some  confusion  about  the  dates  as  to  the 
month,  but  not  about  the  place  or  the  year. 


Rev.  June  F.  Carter 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carter  were  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Amy  June. 

Rev.  Carter  taught  high  school  for  a  short  period  of 
time,  and  is  listed  as  serving  as  pastor  of  Churchland, 
Reeds  Cross  Roads,  and  Waughtown  Baptist  Church 
in  Winston  Salem.  He  departed  this  life  in  1940. 

Dr.  Ben  C.  Ingram 

NOTE:  Dr.  Ben  C  Ingram  bears  at  least  two  distinc- 
tives  which  are  worthy  of  note  at  this  point.  One,  he  is 
the  earliest  on  the  list  of  pastors  to  be  living  at  the  time  of 
this  writing.  He  is  now  a  resident  at  the  Bethea  Baptist 
Home,  in  Darlington,  S.C.  He  is  a  paraplegic  due  to 
severe  injuries  in  an  automobile  accident  a  few  years 
ago.  Secondly,  insofar  as  I  am  able  to  determine,  he  is 
the  first  former  pastor  of  Reeds  Cross  Roads  to  have  an 
earned  doctorate,  that  being  a  Ph.  D.  from  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Ben  Ingram  was  born  August  2,  1892  in  Richmond 
County,  N.C.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Annie 
Aycock  Ingram.  Following  the  death  of  his  father 
when  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  Ben  Ingram  was  placed 
in  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Orphan's  Home  in 
Thomasville,  N.C.  to  remain  there  for  the  next  8  years 
of  his  life.  After  leaving  the  Orphanage  he  attended 
Buies  Creek  Academy,  Campbell  Junior  College.  In 
the  fall  of  1912  he  enrolled  at  Wake  Forest  College 
and  completed  his  college  work  in  3  years.  It  was  in  the 
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Dr.  Ben  C.  Ingram 

period  following  his  graduation  from  Wake  Forest 
College  that  he  served  as  Principal  of  Churchland 
High  School  and  among  his  pastorates  at  the  same 
time  was  his  stay  at  Reeds  Baptist  Church  from 
October  1916  -     June  1919. 

In  1921,  Ben  Ingram  entered  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  During  his  time  there  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Thelma  Reynolds. 

After  completion  of  his  training  he  served  about  4 
years  in  the  pastorate,  then  to  begin  a  teaching  career 
that  would  be  his  way  of  life  until  retirement  in  1960 
at  age  68.  A  summary  of  his  teaching  experience  is  as 
follows: 

1.  1931-1941  He  became  head  of  the  Bible  Depart- 
ment of  Bessie  Taft  College,  Forsyth,  Georgia 

2.  1941-1960  At  Coker  College,  Hartsville,  S.C. 
where  he  served  as  head  of  the  department  of  Bible, 
which  was  later  to  become  the  Department  of 
Christian  Education.  He  retired  from  teaching  in 
1960. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ingram  are  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  Clara  Gandy,  and  Mrs.  Thelma  Rich- 
ardson. 

Forrest  C.  Feezor 

Forrest  C.  Feezor  was  born  July  1,  1892  in  David- 
son County,  N.C.  to  J.  D.  and  Minnie  Lee  Palmer 
Feezor,  one  of  eight  children  in  the  family.  He  received 


his  early  education  in  local  schools,  then  went  on  to 
Wake  Forest  College  and  Southern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  to  further  prepare  himself  for  his  life's 
work.  He  has  been  awarded  Honorary  Doctorates  of 
Divinity  by  both  Wake  Forest  and  Baylor  Universities. 
He  was  ordained  by  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church  in 
September,  1916,  and  thus  began  a  ministry  that  has 
covered  many  years  and  many  places.  His  pastorates 
have  included  those  here  in  North  Carolina,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Texas.  He  served  also  as  Professor  of  Bible 
at  Wm.  Jewell  College,  Liberty,  Mo.,  and  for  seven 
years  served  as  Executive  Secretary  for  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas.  Even  in  retirement  he 
was  very  active  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  He  died  in 
1986  in  Shelby,  N.C. 


Dr.  Forrest  Feezor 

In  1927  he  was  married  to  Jessie  Ray  Fuller  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  They  have  two  adopted  daughters  and 
four  grandchildren. 

Dr.  Feezor  served  Reeds  Church  as  a  supply  pastor 
for  Ben  Ingram  during  May  —  July,  1918,  while  Mr. 
Ingram  returned  to  school. 

Rev.  James  Thomas  Gillespie 

James  Thomas  Gillespie  was  born  April  1 8,  1 893  in 
North  Carolina  to  William  and  Letitia  Goode  Gill- 
espie. He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  in  December  of  1916. 
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Rev.  Hoyle  Love 


On  December  28,  1918,  he  was  married  to  Janie 
Green  of  Philadelphia.  To  them  were  born  1 0  children, 
9  girls  and  one  boy,  and  at  the  time  of  my  information 
there  were  32  grandchildren  and  4  great-grand- 
children. 

Since  his  ordination,  his  life  has  been  very  much 
involved  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  His  work  includes  16 
years  of  teaching  in  Baptist  Colleges,  10  years  of 
serving  as  pastor  of  Baptist  churches,  10  years  on  the 
staff  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  he  has  now  been  in  retirement 
for  about  10  years.  They  now  live  at  330  Ponce  de 
Leon  Place,  Decatur,  Georgia.  Rev.  Gillespie  served 
Reeds  Church  from  June  1919  until  February,  1920. 

Rev.  Hoyle  Love 

Hoyle  Love  was  born  July  10,  1878  to  W.  A.  and 
Nancy  Jenkins  Love  in  the  Goose  Creek  section  of 
Union  County.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Reeds  Baptist 
Church  on  two  occasions,  the  first  time  in  1920,  and 
the  second  time  1937-1938.  In  addition  to  this  work 
here  he  served  pastorates  in  Denton,  Stanley,  High 
Point,  Newton,  Grover,  and  retired  from  the  Pastoral 
work  at  Stanfield,  N.C.  He  departed  this  life  on  July 
31,  1974  while  living  in  Monroe,  N.C. 

Rev.  Love  was  twice  married,  first  to  Eta  Griffin 
who  died  in  1945,  then  to  Mrs.  Mattie  Biggers  who 
died  in  1962. 


Rev.  J.C.  Gillespie 

James  Craig  Gillespie 

James  Craig  Gillespie  was  born  February  8,  1868, 
to  John  Marion  and  Selena  Elizabeth  Hughes  Gill- 
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espie  in  Mooresboro,  Cleveland  County,  N.C.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College  and  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
Ministry  on  June  24,  1898.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Gettys  of  Hollis,  N.C.  on  October  1 9,  1 898. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union. 

Rev.  Gillespie  pastored  churches  in  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  He  served  Reeds 
Church  from  November,  1920  -  -  December,  1921. 
Other  churches  that  he  served  in  this  area  were 
Erlanger,  Center  Hill  and  Welcome. 


Rev.  W.L.  Barrs 

William  Ionian  Barrs 

William  Loman  Barrs  was  born  September  21, 
1883  to  Benjamen  Lewis  and  Sue  Durham  Barrs.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the  Baptist  church  at 
Caroleen,  N.C.  on  February  9,  1907.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Martha  Emmaline  Cantrell  and  then 
to  Elizabeth  Campbell.  To  these  were  born  eight 
children.  Rev.  Barrs  served  Baptist  Churches  in  this 
state  for  57  years  before  his  death  on  May  1 5,  1 964  in 
Rutherfordton,  N.C. 

Bro.  Barrs  pastored  at  Reeds  from  January  1922 
November,  1925.  While  serving  in  this  area  he  also 
pastored  at  Rich  Fork,  Welcome,  and  Center  Hill.  He 
preached  the  Associational  Sermon  in  the  Liberty 
Baptist  Association  in  1923. 


Dr.  R.C.  Foster 


Dr.  Robert  Cletus  Foster 

Dr.  R.  C.  Foster  was  a  native  of  Davie  County, 
N.C,  having  been  reared  in  the  Mocksville  area,  and 
during  his  early  years  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Fork  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Wake 
Forest  College,  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  and  did  graduate  work  at  both  Yale  Univer- 
sity and  Union  Theological  Seminary  at  New  York 
City.  He  was  married  to  the  former  Leona  Wilkern  of 
Thomasville  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Robert  and  David. 

Dr.  Foster,  at  the  time  of  his  pastorate  here,  was  also 
associated  with  the  Churchland  High  School.  Prior  to 
entering  the  ministry,  he  served  as  principal  of  the  Fair 
Grove  School  at  Thomasville. 

During  his  ministry  he  served  as  pastor  of  Church- 
land,  Reeds,  Rich  Fork,  First  Baptist,  Whiteville, 
First  Baptist,  Leaksville,  First  Baptist,  Warsaw,  Lick 
Creek,  and  New  Friendship.  He  came  out  of  retire- 
ment to  serve  as  interim  missionary  pastor  to  the 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  in  Mons,  Belgium. 

Dr.  Foster  was  very  active,  not  only  in  his  churches 
but  in  all  phases  of  denominational  work,  as  well  as 
civic  organizations.  Mrs.  Foster  now  lives  in  retire- 
ment at  their  home  in  Thomasville,  N.C.  Dr.  Foster 
departed  this  life  on  November  25,  1985. 
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Rev.  Captain  Holt  Foster 

Captain  Holt  Foster,  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
Foster  was  born  September  1  7,  1 887  in  Davie  County, 
N.C.  (near  Ford  Church).  When  he  was  about  20 
years  old  he  left  home  and  spent  some  time  with 
uncles  in  Missouri  and  Tennessee. 

He  entered  Bethel  College  in  Kentucky.  After  his 
graduation  there,  he  entered  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  received  the  Th.B. 
degree  in  1924.  During  that  time  he  had  pastored 
churches  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 

On  May  28,  1927  he  married  Loreen  Brewer  of 
Spencer,  Indiana.  They  had  one  son,  Robert,  who  is 
now  a  professor  in  the  University  of  North  Alabama. 
He  is  also  an  ordained  minister. 

C.  H.  Foster  held  pastorates  in  Kentucky,  North 
Carolina,  Western  Colorado  and  Eastern  Colorado. 
Because  of  ailing  eyesight  he  retired  at  age  67. 

He  and  his  wife  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Florida. 
Since  he  was  still  in  excellent  health  he  became 
custodian  of  an  elementary  school,  a  position  he  held 
for  10  years.  In  that  position  he  was  privileged  to  be  a 
counselor  to  teachers  and  children.  He  retired  there  at 
age  77. 

He  lived  1 5  more  years,  spending  much  of  his  time 
walking.  Talking  to  people  along  the  way  was  a 
pleasure  to  him  as  well  as  being  active  in  the  church. 

They  moved  to  Charleston,  S.C.  where  he  died  at 
age  92  on  June  6,  1979.  He  is  buried  in  Fork  Church 
Cemetery. 

By  Loreen  Brewer  —  May  1987 

Rev.  Esca  White  (E.W.)  Turner 
Rev.  E.  W.  Turner  was  born  August  23,  1874  in 
Franklin  County,  Virginia  to  Alexander  W.  and  Mat- 
tie  A.  Hensley.  He  was  married  to  Minnie  S.  Williams 
and  to  his  union  was  born  three  children,  Dana  B., 
John  Ula,  and  Hazel.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Rev.  Turner  began  his  ministry  in  1897  and  served 
for  54  years  in  the  preaching  ministry.  He  pastored 
some  35  churches  -  among  them  Union  Grove  in 
Yadkin  County  (his  first  pastorate),  Trap  Hill,  Sil- 
oam,  Dobson,  Pilot  Mt.,  Pinnacle,  King,  Reeds,  Fork, 
Mocksville,  Flat  Rock,  Farmington,  and  Turrendine 
which  was  his  last  pastorate.  In  those  54  years  he  is 
said  to  have  baptized  1616  people.  He  died  on  March 
27,  1959.  Additional  information  can  be  found  in  this 
memorial  article  from  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Mocksville,  N.C. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Turner  Was  Beloved  Pastor 
Rev.  E.  W.  Turner,  beloved  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Mocksville,  died  March  27  at  his 
home  in  Mocksville  at  the  age  of  84.  The  funeral  was 
held  March  29  in  the  Mocksville  church  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
Lambert  of  Leaksville,  E.  W.  Sellers  of  Jerusalem  and 


Rev.  C.H.  (Cap)  Foster 

J.  P.  Davis  of  Mocksville.  Interment  was  in  the  Fork 
Baptist  Church  cemetery.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
the  former  Minnie  William  of  Fork,  whom  he  married 
December  24,  1899;  two  sons,  Uba  Turner  of  Mock- 
sville and  Dana  Turner  of  Winston-Salem;  a  foster 
daughter,  Mrs.  T  F.  Miller  of  Hamptonville;  two 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 

Mr.  Turner  was  born  August  23,  1874,  in  Franklin 
County,  Va.,  but  was  reared  in  the  Old  Richmond 
section  of  Yadkin  County,  N.C.  He  received  his 
education  at  Siloam  and  Rockford  academies  and 
attended  the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  at 
Louisville,  Ky.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Union  Grove 
in  Yadkin  County  and  for  54  years  he  moved  about 
among  the  churches  of  Yadkin,  Surry,  Stokes,  For- 
syth, Davidson  and  Davie  counties.  He  retired  Janu- 
ary 1,  1952,  at  the  age  of  77  years,  having  served  36 
pastorates.  Mr.  Turner  had  worked  in  nine  of  the 
Davie  County  churches  and  was  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Mocksville  from  1942-1945. 

Always  when  he  felt  that  his  work  in  a  church  was 
finished,  he  resigned  and  only  once  during  the  years, 
upon  leaving  a  church  did  he  know  where  he  could  be 
called  next.  However,  so  well  loved  was  he  that  seven 
of  his  churches,  after  intervals  of  years,  called  him 
back  for  a  second  pastorate.  E.  W.  Turner  walked  the 
humble  pathways  of  life,  but  was  trusted,  loved  and 
honored  by  people  from  all  walks  and  all  denomina- 
tions. His  philosophy  and  sense  of  humor  endeared 
him  to  and  inspired  all  who  knew  him.  His  absence 
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will  be  keenly  felt  by  those  who  leaned  upon  him  for 

spiritual  strength  and  counseling. 

Flossie  Martin,  Clerk, 

First  Baptist  Church,  Mocksville 


Rev.  E.W.  Turner 

Rev.  E.  C.  Roach 

The  following  memorial  sketch  is  taken  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  for  1966 
when  the  Association  voted  to  dedicate  the  minutes  of 
the  134th  Session  to  his  memory. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Rev.  E.  C.  Roach 

1898  -- 1966 

Pastor  in  the  Association  for  thirty-five  years 
Born  January  1,  1898,  died  May  10,  1966. 

Joined  Ston^rs  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  his  youth 
where  he  was  licensed  to  preach  February  17,  1918. 
He  preached  his  first  sermon  here  six  months  previ- 
ous. He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the  Southside 
Baptist  Church,  High  Point,  N.C.  on  September  8, 
1922.  The  Presbytery  was  composed  of  the  following: 
Rev.  J.  M.  Hilliard,  Rev.  J.  F.  Fletcher  and  Rev.  C.  V. 
Brooks.  After  his  ordination  by  this  church  he  served 
as  its  pastor  for  several  years. 

During  his  ministerial  life  of  forty-four  years  he 
served  the  following  churches  in  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association:  Oakhill  Memorial,  Southside,  Welcome, 
Center  Hill,  Jersey,  Erlanger,  Denton,  Liberty,  Lick 
Creek,  Reeds,  and  Mountain  View.  For  several  years 
he  was  pastor  at  North  Kannapolis.  His  last  pastorate 


was  at  the  Highlands  Baptist  Church  in  New  London. 

After  his  retirement  he  came  back  to  the  Liberty 
Association  and  served  as  supply  pastor  of  Welcome, 
Coggins  Memorial,  and  Erlanger  Churches.  He  loved 
his  native  county  and  its  people  and  they  loved  him. 
The  Liberty  Association  held  a  dear  spot  in  his  heart. 
Here  he  was  always  active  and  interested.  Here  he 
made  his  home  and  lived  his  last  years,  being  con- 
stantly in  demand  as  a  supply  preacher,  teacher  and 
funeral  conductor.  Here  he  lived  his  religion  and 
walked  with  God.  The  multitude  of  people  that  he 
served  loved  him.  He  preached  the  Gospel  without 
any  reservations. 

Now,  whereas  he  was  devoted  to  the  work  of  this 
association  and  attended  its  sessions  for  over  forty 
years  and  served  in  many  capacities  other  than  pastor; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Minutes  of  this 
the  134th  session  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
be  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Sam  J.  Smith 


Rev.  E.C.  Roach 

Rev.  Nolan  Coy  Teague 

Rev.  N.  C.  Teague,  was  born  in  Chatham  County, 
Near  Siler  City,  N.C,  on  June  29,  1899  to  W.  C.  and 
Mary  Jane  Teague.  For  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life 
the  family  attended  the  Rocky  River  Church.  The 
family  then  moved  to  Siler  City  and  it  was  in  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Siler  City  that  N.  C.  was  saved, 
trained,  worked,  and  called  to  the  ministry.  He  would 
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later  be  ordained  by  Temple  Baptist  Church,  Durham. 

During  a  ministry  of  some  40  years,  he  pastored 
churches  in  Wilkes,  Forsythe,  Alleghany,  Rowan,  and 
Davidson  Counties  of  North  Carolina.  On  coming  to 
Davidson  County  he  pastored  both  Churchland  and 
Reeds  Churches,  each  on  a  '/:  time  basis.  He  lived  in 
the  parsonage  at  Reeds.  During  his  time  with  these 
churches,  he  led  them  to  adopt  full-time  ministries 
and  he  became  the  first  full  time  pastor  of  the  Reeds 
Congregation. 

Rev.  Teague  was  married  to  Vera  Mozelle  Breeze 
and  to  this  union  was  born  three  children,  Ruth, 
Nolan,  and  Ned. 

Rev.  Teague  now  lives  in  retirement  at  Winston 
Salem,  N.C.  at  N.C.  Home  for  the  Aging.  Mrs. 
Teague  recently  passed  away. 


Rev.  N.C.  Teague 

Rev.  Malvin  S.  Swicegood 

December,  1949  --  January,  1954 
Rev.  Swicegood  was  born  December  28,  1917  to 
Monroe  Carr  and  Esther  Beck  Swicegood  in  Rowan 
County,  N.C.  His  wife's  name  is  Versa,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Russell  and  Sara  Ann.  Rev.  Swicegood  is 
now  retired  and  living  in  the  Salisbury  area  of  N.C. 
The  lastest  information  that  I  have  is  that  both  of  the 
children  are  living  and  working  in  this  same  area  of 
the  State. 

He  pastored  at  Reeds  Church,  Bakesville  and  Bos- 


tic  Churches  in  N.C,  then  at  Lorrain,  Ohio.  He  has 
also  served  as  Associational  Missionary  in  the  FJkin 
Association.  He  later  served  at  bio-vocational  pastor 
at  Inez  Church  near  Warrenton  while  teaching  school 
in  Warrenton. 

Rev.  Swicegood  writes  that  he  especially  remem- 
bers the  dedication,  the  faithfulness  and  hard  work  of 
the  people  at  Reeds  Baptist  during  those  early  days 
when  this  current  church  building  was  under  con- 
struction. 


Rev.  M.C.  Swicegood 


Rev.  Horace  V.  Kinney 

Rev.  Kinney  served  Reeds  Church  as  a  called  supply 
pastor  for  a  period  of  seven  months  in  1949.  He  was 
married  to  the  former  Shelby  Cope  of  Lexington  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Charles,  Karen 
and  David. 

Since  serving  here  he  has  pastored  Westside  Baptist 
Church,  Cheraw,  S.C.;  Cobb  Memorial  Church, 
Rockingham;  and  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  Kanna- 
polis.  He  served  this  church  for  more  than  15  years. 
Since  1 949  he  has  conducted  more  than  250  revivals  in 
Southern  Baptist  Churches  throughout  the  conven- 
tion. 

Rev.  Kinney  departed  this  life  in  1975  while  pastor- 
ing  Calvary  Church,  Kannapolis,  N.C. 
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Rev.  H.V.  Kinney 

Dr.  Frank  Marion  Powell 

Interim  Pastor 
July,  1954  --  Nov.,  1955 

Dr.  Frank  Marion  Powell  was  born  March  29,  1 885 
in  Bloomfield,  Mo.  to  James  and  Melinda  Powell.  He 
received  both  A.B.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  William 
Jewell  Academy  in  Liberty,  Mo.  He  received  his  TH. 
M.  and  Th.D.  degrees  from  Southern  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  did  further  study  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cincinnati  and  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
at  Oxford  University  in  England. 

From  1918-1941  he  served  as  Professor  of  Preach- 
ing and  Church  History  at  Southern  Seminary.  He 
later  taught  at  both  New  Orleans  and  Golden  Gate 
Baptist  Theological  Seminaries.  He  pastored 
churches  in  Missouri,  Indiana,  and  Kentucky.  In  a 
very  active  retirement  he  served  as  interim  pastor  in 
Thomasville,  Mooresville,  and  Lexington.  One  of 
those  interim  pastorates  was  at  Reeds  from  July,  1954 
-  November,  1955. 

He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Kathleen  Home  Powell 
and  to  this  union  was  born  three  children. 

On  his  death,  Rev.  Woodrow  W.  Hill,  a  former 
pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Thomasville,  N.C.  in 
part,  wrote  the  following  about  Dr.  Powell. 

"Homespun   philosophy,   sparkling   humor,   spirited 
conversation,  and  aggressive  love  exuded  from  this 


unique  personality  who  became  a  kind  of  institution  in 
his  own  right.  Preachers,  teachers,  missionaries,  and 
denominational  workers  serving  all  over  the  world  sat 
at  his  feet  in  classroom  days,  and  when  they  cross 
paths  with  the  fellow  students  of  yesteryear  the 
nostalgia  associated  with  their  "feisty"  old  professor 
surfaces.  They  remember  beyond  church  history  the 
piercing  eyes  of  the  gentleman  behind  the  desk  who 
told  them  to  stay  in  touch  with  God,  and  always 
punctuated  his  instructions  with  memorable  admoni- 
tion his  students  will  never  forget." 


Dr.  F.M.  Powell 

Rev.  Bennie  Crawford 

Dec,  1955  --  March,  1969 
Bennie  Crawford  was  born  March  9,  1903  to  James 
Henry  and  SarahNancy  Eure  Crawford,  at  Eure,  in 
Gates  County,  N.C.  He  received  his  formal  education 
at  Campbell  College,  Wake  Forest  College  and  at 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

He  was  first  married  to  Mildred  Elizabeth  Harrell 
in  1931.  To  this  union  was  born  two  sons,  Alvah 
Bennie  and  Joseph  Carl.  Mrs.  Crawford  died  in  1951. 
Rev.  Crawford  was  married  again  in  1955  to  Mrs. 
Ruby  Fline  Simpson  and  following  his  retirement 
from  the  active  pastorate  in  1971,  they  live  in  Eden- 
ton,  N.C,  near  where  he  was  born. 

His  home  church  is  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church  in 
Gates  County  and  it  was  here  that  he  was  converted  at 
age  1 3.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the  South 
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Street  Baptist  Church  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  in  August, 
1944. 

Since  beginning  in  the  ministry  in  1943,  he  has 
pastored  the  following  churches: 

Williams  Court  Mission,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

Bethany  Baptist  Church,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

Rich  Creek  and  Otter  Creek  Churches,  Indiana 

Bethel,  Macedonia,  and  Mt.  Sinai  Churches, 
Hertford,  N.C. 

Reeds  Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  N.C. 

Cool  Springs  Church,  Eure,  N.C. 

Since  his  retirement,  he  has  been  kept  busy  with 
interim  pastorates  and  supply  preaching. 

Rev.  Crawford  has  the  distinction  of  having  served 
Reeds  Church  for  the  longest  time  of  anyone  who  has 
served  the  church  up  to  this  point.  He  was  also  very 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
and  served  as  Moderator  from  1 963- 1 965.  He  preach- 
ed the  Associational  Sermon  at  Thomasville  First 
Baptist  in  1966. 


Bennie  Crawford,  Pastor 

John  Howard  Pace,  Sr. 

1969- 
John  H.  Pace  was  born  January  13,  1926  at  Pickens, 
S.C.  to  Seth  Lawrence  and  Nettie  Clarinda  Simmons 
Pace.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Pickens 
County,  S.C,  at  Furman  University,  Greenville,  S.C. 
and  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He 
was  married  September  22,  1951  to  Bobbie  Jean 
Smith.  To  this  union  was  born  four  children,  Pamela, 
Carolyn,  John,  Jr.  and  Stephen. 

He  was  converted  during  revival  services  at  his 
home  church.  Griffin  Baptist,  in  1 937.  In  1 956  he  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry  by  the  same  church  and  on 
beginning  in  the  pastoral  ministry  in  1958  he  was 
ordained  by  the  home  church. 

During  Seminary  days  he  served  as  Associate  Pas- 
tor and  Music  Director  for  the  Arlington  Street 
Baptist  Church  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.C.  Since  1958  he 
has  served  as  pastor  of  the  following  churches: 

Blandwood  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

Fork  Shoals  Baptist  Church,  Pelzer,  S.C. 

Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Greer,  S.C. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Marietta,  S.C. 

Reeds  Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  N.C. 

He  has  served  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  in 
several  ways.  He  has  served  as  Associational  Sunday 
School  Director,  as  President,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Pastors  Conference  and  he  currently  is  serving  as 
moderator  of  the  Association  and  on  the  General 
Board  of  the  N.C.  Baptist  Convention.  He  preached 
the  Associational  Sermon  in  1975. 


Rev.  John  H,  Pace,  Sr. 


Deacons  of  Reeds  Baptist  Church 


NAME 

ORDINATION 

NAME 

ORDINATION 

DATE 

DATE 

Richard  Owen 

October  23,  1839 

Foy  Young 

1950 

Daniel  Wommack 

" 

Elmer  McMahan 

" 

Aaron  Yarborough 

March  13,  1843 

Roy  Beck 

1951 

A.R.  Craver 

January,  1844 

Corbet  Shoaf 

51 

James  Cornish 

" 

Noah  Smith 

1953 

Isaac  A.  Parks 

" 

Irlo  N.  Shoaf 

" 

Alfred  Wood 

June,  1869 

Ralph  Craver 

January  25,  1953 

J.H.  Owen 

ii 

Roby  Crook 

1954 

John  M.  Foster 

July,  1883 

Alex  Beck 

1955 

Jefferson  Lanning 

" 

Roy  Haywood 

1957 

H.M.  Stockton 

Lamar  Myers 

1958 

J.H.  Walser 

April,  1888 

Charles  Rummage 

" 

A.C.  Wood 

" 

Taylor  Koontz 

" 

W.B.  Hunt 

August,  1894 

Dallas  Shoaf 

" 

Eli  Jenkins 

September,  1894 

Donald  Lanning 

October  14,  1959 

C.A.  Snider 

January,  1906 

Hugh  Hanes 

1960 

C.H.  Fritts 

" 

Gene  Carne 

" 

A.E.  Myers 

" 

Bruce  Bratton 

1961 

J.W.  Myers 

January,  1928 

Oscar  Burdette 

" 

J.F  Foster 

ii 

Willie  Lanning 

" 

Neal  Carter 

•» 

Bob  Rankin 

" 

Charles  M.  Foster 

1932 

WA.  Young 

February  14,  1962 

Will  Lanning 

July,  1937 

Grey  Hobbs 

July  17,  1963 

Walser  Mize 

" 

Leroy  Byerly 

1963 

Virgil  Lanning 

" 

Paul  Mitchum 

55 

Leo  Hobbs 

April  24,  1938 

Dick  Myers 

1964 

T.R.  Koontz 

" 

Joe  Morphis 

1965 

Lorenzo  Craver 

» 

Gene  Smith 

1966 

H.S.  Beck 

n 

Stanley  Koontz 

" 

Arlie  Myers 

« 

Jerry  Beck 

1968 

Homer  Craver 

(First  Mentioned) 

Dermont  Davis 

" 

Herman  Lanning 

January  9,  1944 

Ronald  Beck 

September  14,  1969 

Earlie  Snyder 

" 

Bob  Greer 

1970 

Graham  Myers 

(First  Mentioned 

Robert  Mallard 

October  10,  1971 

Foy  Hege 

January  14,  1945 

Roger  Hedrick 

October  8,  1972 

Ellis  W.  Hobbs 

January  20,  1946 

R.P.  Freedle,  Jr. 

Ordained  by  Calvary  Baptist 

Thurman  Myers 

" 

Weldon  Smith 

November  3,  1974 

Golden  Koontz 

" 

Belton  Koontz 

November  3,  1974 

Virgil  Lanning 

December  15,  1946 

Ronnie  Starbuck 

September  26,  1976 

Gray  Koontz 

it 

Lindsay  Leonard 

October  14,  1979 

R.C.  Fitzgerald 

•>•> 

Max  Leonard 

October  5,  1980 

T.H.  Michael 

1948  (First  Mentioned) 

David  Staten 

" 

Aubrey  J.  Temple 

December  12,  1948 

Quentin  Charles 

October  11,  1981 

Frank  Myers 

1948 

Kent  Crim 

September  25,  1983 

G.F.  Koontz 

" 

Gene  Klump 

September  23,  1984 

L.R  Craver 

" 

Jimmy  Everhart 

September  22,  1985 

Forrest  Michael 

1950 

1989  —  Current  Group  of  Deacons 
L.  to  R.  —  Row  1  —  Grey  Hobbs,  Roger  Hedrick,  Leroy  Byerly,  Stanley  Koontz,  Roy  Beck,  Kent  Crim.  Row  2  —  Foy  Young,  Quentin 
Charles,  David  Staten,  Belton  Koontz,  Gene  Klump,  Lindsey  Leonard. 
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Elder  Jefferson  Lanning 


Rev.  Benjamin  O.  Myers 


Rev.  Luther  Morphis 


Rev.  Jerry  Beck 


Rev.  Scott  Forrest 


Rev.  C.F.  McDowell,  HI 
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MEN  LICENSED  AND  ORDAINED 
TO  THE  GOSPEL  MINISTRY 


The  following  men  have  been 
beginning  150  years  ago. 
NAME 

1.  Elder  D.P.  Morris 

2.  Elder  Azariah  Williams 

3.  Gershom  Tussey 

4.  Elder  Aaron  Yarborough 

5.  Elder  John  A.  Cornish 

6.  Elder  Jefferson  Lanning 

7.  D.  Ross  Myers 

8.  Rev.  Benjamin  O.  Myers 

9.  Rev.  Luther  Morphis 

10.  Rev.  Nolan  Teague 

1 1.  James  Athey 

12.  Rev.  Jerry  Beck 

13.  Rev.  Scott  Forrest 

14.  Rev.  C.F.  McDowell,  III 

15.  Ricky  B.  Smith 


icensed  and  or  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  Reeds  Baptist  Church  since  its 


LICENSED 

September,  1840 

October  9,  1841 

May  11,  1844 

July,  1853 

August,  1856 

April,  1892 

April,  1892 

1911 

September  9,  1945 

December  12,  1948 

January  10,  1971 

August  21,  1971 

June  8,  1980 

Lawndale  Bap.  Ch.  Greensboro 

February  8,  1987 


ORDAINED 

July,  1841 
October  13,  1844 
was  never  ordained 
June,  1862 
June,  1862 
March  30,  1895 
was  never  ordained 
1918 

December  26,  1948 
not  ordained 
license  returned 
May  21,  1972 
July  18,  1982 
June  30,  1985 
not  ordained 


Two  of  these  men  eventually  served  as  pastor  of  the  Reeds  congregation.  They  are  Elder  Azariah  Williams,  who 
first  served  from  January  1 3,  1 846  to  December,  1 854.  He  then  returned  to  serve  April  1 864  to  November  7,  1 865, 
the  date  of  his  death.  He  served  a  total  of  1 0  years  and  2  months.  He  is  the  only  pastor  to  die  while  serving  as  pastor 
here  at  Reeds. 

Elder  Aaron  Yarborough  served  the  church  from  November,  1865  until  December  1869. 

The  first  eight  men  on  this  list  are  all  deceased. 

The  remaining  seven  are  all  alive  and  involved  in  churches  in  various  places. 

Rev.  Luther  Morphis  is  recently  retired  from  the  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board  after  he  and  his  wife  Mary 
Frances  served  in  Europe  for  25  +  years. 

Rev.  Nolan  Teague  is  serving  as  a  bi-vocational  pastor  of  Dalesville  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Rev.  Jerry  Beck  now  serves  as  pastor  of  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Dublin,  N.C. 

Rev.  Scott  Forrest  is  Minister  of  Youth  and  Education  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Bessemer  City,  N.C. 

Rev.  C.F.  McDowell  III  is  pastor  of  Wise  Baptist  Church,  Wise,  N.C. 

Mr.  James  Athey,  upon  moving  from  this  church,  voluntarily  returned  his  license. 

Mr.  Ricky  Smith  currently  lives  here  in  the  Reeds  community. 
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REEDS  ACADEMY 
AND  REEDS  SCHOOL 

1892-1921 


A  very  interesting  and  helpful  part  of  the  ministry 
of  Reeds  X  Roads  Church  was  the  establishing  and 
sponsoring  of  a  school  here  on  this  property.  It  was 
begun  in  1892,  but  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
pages,  the  planning  was  begun  much  earlier  than  this. 

We  are  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Kathleen  Mock 
Craver  for  permission  to  use  two  articles  which  she 
wrote  on  the  "History  of  Schools  in  the  Reeds  Area" 
and  "Reeds  Academy  1892-1910"  "Reeds  School  (In 
the  Academy  Building)  1910-1921."  These  articles 
give  us  excellent  background  information  as  well  as 
the  personal  perspective  of  one  who  is  a  native  of  the 
community  and  one  who  attended  Reeds  School  dur- 
ing its  latter  years. 

In  addition  to  these  articles  are  what  records  are 
available  from  the  sponsoring  organization,  Reeds 
Baptist  Church. 

Finally,  I  have  tried  to  put  together  a  list  of  those 
persons  who  taught  at  the  Academy  and  the  School. 
This  is  pretty  much  an  impossible  task  as  no  clear 
records  are  available.  I  have  used  a  number  of  sources 
for  this.  First,  the  church  records,  since  some  of  the 
teachers  were  also  pastors  of  the  church.  At  other 
times  we  can  verify  a  teacher  being  in  the  area  by  their 
church  membership  here  at  Reeds.  Secondly,  by  look- 
ing at  the  pictures  of  classes  at  Reeds  Academy  and 
School  we  can  identify  the  teachers  for  certain  years. 
Then  by  taking  the  testimony  of  individuals  who 
attended  the  schools  at  certain  years. 
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Beaverdam  School  House  —  Before  the  turn  of  the  century. 


Now,  I  realize  that  all  of  this  is  based  on  much 
circumstantial  evidence,  but  it  is  the  best  that  I  can  do. 
I  simply  offer  it  as  a  possibility.  If  you  disagree  with 
the  facts  that  are  included  here,  come  by  and  lets  see  if 
we  can  add  something  to  our  store  of  knowledge. 

John  Pace 

History  of  Schools  in  the  Reeds  Area 

by  Kathleen  Craver 

Settlers  began  to  drift  into  this  area  around  1775; 
but  like  most  pioneers,  the  people  were  so  busy 
establishing  homes  and  farms  that  education  received 
very  little,  if  any,  attention. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  first  public  school  law  was 
passed  in  1839.  It  provided  that  the  voters  in  each 
county  should  vote  for  "schools"  or  "no  schools".  If  a 
county  voted  for  "schools",  then  the  county  court 
should  take  steps  to  lay  off  school  districts.  Davidson 
was  then  a  part  of  Rowan,  and  being  a  large  and 
relatively  new  county,  Rowan  probably  voted  "no 
Schools".  By  1846,  nearly  every  county  had  voted 
"schools",  so  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  by  1850, 
there  were  a  few  schools  in  this  area  of  Reeds. 

Old  residents  recall  schools  like  Beaver  Dam 
School,  between  Old  U.S.  Highway  64  and  the 
Helmstetler  Road.  There  was  a  Durham  School 
slightly  northeast  of  the  intersection  of  New  U.S. 


Highway  64  and  N.  C.  Highway  150.  These  schools 
were  known  as  old  field  schools,  because  they  were 
built  on  useless  and  worn-out  farm  land  by  interested 
parents  in  the  district.  If  they  raised  $20.  for  a 
teacher's  salary,  the  state  would  pay  $40.,  and  the 
school  would  operate  for  three  months.  The  building 
were  usually  built  of  logs  and  consisted  of  one  room, 
heated  by  a  fireplace.  Children  of  all  ages  studied  in 
the  same  room  with  one  teacher.  There  was  no 
compulsory  school  law,  and  the  children  attended  if 
and  when  they  chose. 

Other  schools  existed  in  this  area:  Greene's,  on  the 
Giles  Road;  Gravel  Hill,  on  the  Lanier  Road;  Mt. 
Carmel;  Happy  Hill;  Mill  Knob  at  Curry  Town;  and 
Yadkin  College,  which  had  once  been  a  private  institu- 
tion of  higher  learning,  but  became  a  free  school  for 
children  in  the  early  20th  century. 

In  the  1890's,  many  academies,  or  private  second- 
ary schools,  sprang  up  through-out  the  state.  These 
academies  were  chartered  by  the  state,  but  received  no 
tax  money.  An  academy  was  built  at  Reeds  near  the 
present  Baptist  Church.  Young  people  came  from 
miles  around;  some  even  boarded  in  homes  in  the 
community  in  order  to  get  an  education  beyond  that 
offered  by  the  old-field  or  free  schools.  Latin,  higher 
mathematics,   rhetoric,  and   logic  were  among  the 
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Reeds  Academy  Student  Body  —  1901 
Left  to  Right  —  Row  1:  Nye  Elverson,  Rosa  Massey  Mann,  Mazie  Myers  Owen,  Savannah  Myers  Perry  man,  Racie  Craver  Michael, 
Sadie  Craver  Sink,  Lola  Foster  Bolick,  Tallie  Massey  Keller,  Elizabeth  Evans  Blumm,  Meredith  Craver  Myers,  Ervin  Myers.  Row  2: 

Zella  Foster  Farabee,  Veigh  Fritts  Farabee,  Bessie  Michael  Farabee, ,  Frank  Massey,  Arlie  Myers,  Clarence  Myers, 

Ezra  Myers,  Virgil  Massey,  Clarence  Fritts.  Row  3:  Nannie  Hunt  Clodfelter,  Minnie  Myers  Perryman,  Ethel  Foster  Riddle,  Gurla 

Wood  Carter, ,  Josie  Fritts  Farabee,  Alice  Wood  Evans,  Annie  Craver  Berrier,  Veigh  Craver,  Callie  Fritts  Evans,  Fannie 

Massey  Barber,  Ben  Myers,  Thurman  Frye,  Emmett  Fritts,  Herman  Myers,  Tom  Massey.  Row  4:  Arthur  Myers,  Walter  Waitman, 
Charlie  Foster,  Beulah  Myers  Surratt,  Carrie  Massey  Myers,  Jennie  Myers  Michael,  Dessie  Hartley  Myers,  Jennie  Fritts  Craver, 
Lizzie  Fritts  Everhart,  Sallie  Myers  Everhart,  Bertie  Myers  Foster,  Sallie  Foster  Spencer,  Martha  Myers  Craver,  Leary  Foster.  Row  5: 
Harvey  Myers,  Ernest  Hunt,  Royal  Myers,  Harvey  Myers,  Cleveland  Myers.  Row  6:  Prof.  T.B.  Woodhouse,  Miss  Bessie  Woodhouse. 


academic  offerings.  At  the  end  of  the  school  year, 
elaborate  exhibitions  or  commencements  were  held  in 
the  hall  and  on  the  grounds. 

With  the  coming  of  the  automobile,  students  could 
be  bussed  to  school,  and  the  consolidation  of  small 
schools  into  larger  units  took  place.  In  1921,  about  six 
of  the  small  schools  previously  names,  came  together 
and  formed  Reeds  Elementary  and  High  School, 
which  continued  until  another  consolidation  move- 
ment in  1958,  took  the  high  school  to  help  Tyro  and 
Churchland  form  West  Davidson  High  School  at 
Tyro.  An  elementary  school  of  over  500  students 
continues  to  operate  at  Reeds. 

REEDS  ACADEMY 

1892-1910 
REEDS  SCHOOL 

(in  the  Academy  building) 
1910-1921 

REEDS  ACADEMY,  1892-1910 
and  REEDS  SCHOOL,  1910-1921 


Unless  you  are  ninety-three  or  ninety-four  years 
old,  you  did  not  attend  Reeds  Academy.  Those  of  us 
here  today,  September  27,  1986,  went  to  school  in  the 
Academy  building,  but  by  the  time  we  enrolled  in  the 
first  grade  or  some  other  grade,  this  school  was  no 
longer  an  Academy  but  was  a  free  school. 

All  during  the  last  century,  the  1800's,  Academies 
opened  throughout  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  but 
they  were  not  supported  by  the  state;  they  were  only 
chartered  by  the  General  Assembly.  These  Academies 
were  institutions  of  higher  learning  comparable  to 
modern-day  high  schools.  They  were  attended  by 
young  men  and  women  who  wanted  an  education 
beyond  that  offered  by  the  free  schools  that  dotted  the 
land.  At  one  time  in  the  late  1800"s,  there  were  over 
ninety  of  these  small  district  schools  in  Davidson 
County.  Four  of  these  old-time  district  schools  that 
operated  in  or  near  the  village  of  Reeds  were:  the 
Durham  School  back  of  the  old  Craver  house,  almost 
in  sight  of  the  present  (new)  Highway  64;  the  Beaver 
Dam  School  back  of  the  Arvil  Hunt  house  on  (old) 
Highway  64;  the  aunt  Patsy  School  near  the  site  of  the 
present  Reeds  Community  Swimming  Pool;  and  a 
school  whose  name  no  one  seems  to  recall,  across  the 
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road  from  Reeds  United  Methodist  Church. 

But  it  was  not  until  1891  that  a  movement  got  under 
way  to  establish  a  school  for  more  advanced  pupils,  a 
school  that  went  beyond  the  basic  "three  R's."  Reeds 
Baptist  Church  sponsored  this  movement.  In  the 
clerk's  minutes  of  June,  1891,  we  read: 

"It  was  moved  and  carried  that  there  be  a  commit- 
tee of  five  elected  to  serve  as  the  committee  of  the 
school.  Brethern  D.C.  Craver,  A.C.  Wood,  Jeff  Cra- 
ver,  J.N.  Myers,  and  J. A.  Myers  were  elected." 

Using  our  imaginations,  we  can  dwell  upon  the 
motives  that  must  have  prompted  the  hard-working 
farmers  to  take  on  the  responsibility  of  obtaining  a 
charter,  donating  materials  and  labor,  erecting  a 
building,  furnishing  it,  and  hiring  a  teacher  or  teach- 
ers with  no  financial  aid  from  any  source  whatsoever. 

One  year  from  the  date  the  committee  was  elected, 
the  church  clerk  reported  in  the  minutes  for  June, 
1892: 

"The  school  committee  reports  the  following:  We 
are  in  debt  for  the  school  building,  and  our  creditors 
are  needing  their  money.  Moved  and  carried  that  we 
proceed  to  collect  the  debt.  Bro.  Charley  Wood  was 
appointed  to  collect  the  amount  in  which  he  suck- 
seeded  (sic).  He  collected  the  whole  amount  of 
$40.00." 

These  rugged  men  of  the  Reeds  Community  cut  and 
sawed  the  donated  timber  and  erected  the  tall  old 
building,  that  all  of  us  remember  so  well,  with  one 
large  room  downstairs  and  another  large  room  up- 
stairs. From  a  hall  inside  the  front  door  an  enclosed 
stairway  went  from  the  first  to  the  second  floor. 

Reeds  Academy  was  not  the  only  school  of  its  kind. 
Davidson  County  had  a  number  of  academies:  Tyro, 
Arnold,  Arcadia,  Pilgrim,  Holly  Grove,  Yadkin  Insti- 
tute, to  name  a  few.  Predating  Reeds  Academy  by 
some  twenty  years  was  Shiloh  Academy  nearby. 

When  Reeds  Academy  opened  in  1892,  it  drew  not 
only  the  young  folks  of  this  community  but  boarding 
students  who  lived  in  the  nearby  homes.  Most  of  them 
walked  to  school,  but  some  came  in  carts,  on  bicycles, 
or  on  horseback.  All  had  to  pay  tuition  fees.  These  fees 
were  used  to  pay  teachers'  salaries.  Some  academies 
charged  fees  by  subjects,  such  as  $5.00  for  reading, 
spelling,  and  writing;  $7.00  if  arithmetic  was  added. 
Grammar,  geography,  history,  and  composition  might 
make  the  cost  go  up  to  $1 2.00.  If  a  student  advanced 
to  the  level  of  wanting  to  take  such  subjects  as  logic, 
chemistry,  and  astronomy,  the  cost  might  soar  to 
$15.00.  Judging  from  what  we  have  been  told  in  years 
past,  Reeds  and  the  other  academies  of  Davidson 


County  charged  a  tiat  fee  and  students  could  take  as 
many  subjects  as  they  thought  they  could  handle. 

Unfortunately,  records  of  our  county's  early  schools 
have  great  gaps  and  information  concerning  them  is 
hard  to  come  by.  To  confirm  this  fact,  simply  ask 
yourself  about  the  dates  you  attended  school  or  who 
the  teachers  were  or  which  subjects  you  studied.  To 
make  the  task  even  more  difficult,  all  records  of 
Davidson  County  schools  between  the  years  1906  and 
1931  that  should  be  on  microfilm  or  stored  away  in  the 
central  office  of  the  Board  of  Education  have  either 
been  lost  or  destroyed.  They  are  not  available. 

Teachers  who  taught  in  the  academy  or  the  old 
Reeds  School  can  be  recalled  in  a  haphazard  manner, 
but  one  cannot  be  too  sure  about  dates.  The  oldest 
people  who  attended  school  here  remember  principals 
like  Professors  Tillett  Hendricks  and  John  Cole. 
Coming  before  these  two  were  two  Baptist  Ministers 
who  taught  in  the  Academy:  Rev.  J.M.  Bennett  and 
Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard.  Those  present  here  today  can 
recall  names  of  principals  like  Jimmy  Leonard, 
Bayard  Sink,  Henry  Litaker,  Archie  Morris  and  E.C. 
Denton.  Names  of  teachers  like  Gertrude  Mason, 
Minnie  Snider,  Lucile  Oakes,  Bessie  Bivens,  Alda 
Craver,  and  lone  Koonts  sound  familiar  to  those  here 
present.  Few  or  none  of  us  remember  Glenna  Dale  and 
Alice  Zimmerman. 

From  an  old  photograph  of  1907,  we  can  identify 
and  list  the  names  of  two  teachers,  John  Cole  and 
Glenna  Dale,  and  twenty-seven  pupils: 
Charlie  Thomas  Bessie  Michael 

Luther  Farabee  Tina  Cole 

James  Farabee  Minnie  Myers 

Loyd  Craver  Josie  Fritts 

Ben  Myers  Jakie  Craver 

Charlie  Leonard  Robbie  Shoaf 

Nannie  Hunt  Herman  Myers 

Rosa  McCulloch  Milton  Hedrick 

Carrie  Owen  Charles  Foster 

Fannie  Massey  R.  Grady  Shoaf 

Blanche  Craver  Ernest  Hunt 

Lizzie  Snider  Bob  Perryman 

Veigh  Fritts  Hoyle  Sink 

At  some  time  before  1910,  a  room  was  added  to  the 
Academy  building  on  the  east  side,  and  here  children 
in  the  primary  grades  were  taught  in  grades  one 
through  three.  This  was  called  the  "little  room." 
Grades  four  through  seven  and  beyond  were  taught  in 
the  "big  room".  Some  time  during  the  years  of  the 
teens  the  big  room  was  divided  into  two  parts.  Then 
fourth  and  fifth  grades  occupied  the  fireplace  room, 
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and  sixth,  seventh,  and  beyond  assembled  in  the  other 
half  which  opened  subsequently  into  the  hall  and  the 
front  porch.  The  word  "beyond"  is  used  to  vaguely 
describe  the  instruction  of  older  pupils  who  were  being 
taught  high  school  subjects  in  a  rather  ungraded 
fashion  by  the  principal. 

From  an  old  photograph  of  about  1 9 1 5  or  1 9 1 6,  we 
can  see  that  Henry  Litaker  was  the  principal  with 
Minnie  Hunt  the  teacher.  The  following  pupils  can  be 
identified: 


Geneva  Hunt 
Virginia  Hunt 
Bernice  Snider 
Mary  Craver 
Florence  Kepley 
Frankie  Craver 
Odessa  Michael 
Mildred  Hill 
Phoebe  Myers 
Lawrence  Farabee 
Faye  Michael 
Arvil  Myers 


Clifton  Kepley 
Pete  Kepley 
Graham  Myers 
Edith  Snider 
Glenna  Hill 
Homer  Craver 
Mamie  Leonard 
Perry  Myers 
Sudie  Leonard 
Dessie  Sink 
Gurla  Weaver 
Isabel  Sink 


Roger  Hunt 
Carney  Myers 
Vernon  Berrier 
Ruth  Foster 
Hugh  Craver 
Ralph  Craver 
Clyder  Snider 
Joe  Wood 
Dwight  Wood 
Randall  Michael 
Hattie  Craver 
Everett  Snider 
Thelma  Fritts 
Reynabelle  Hill 
Lacy  Hill 
Hazel  Craver 
Ellis  Hunt 
Edwin  Hunt 


Kathleen  Fritts 
Etta  Snider 
Mamie  Lee  Myers 
Bain  Snider 
Grace  Michael 
Livy  Myers 
Elsie  Craver 
Boyd  Craver 
Lester  Hill 
Pauline  Craver 
Ursula  Hill 
Gladys  Myers 
Vivian  Craver 
Lorenzo  Craver 
Lessie  Snider 
Thurman  Myers 
Henry  Michael 
Wade  Foster 


Memories  of  the  old  school  are  mostly  happy  ones, 
like  the  entertainments  in  the  upstairs  auditorium, 
where  a  small  raised  area  called  the  stage  could  be 
turned  into  a  magical  theater  with  sheets  strung  by 


School  Year  1914-1915  Reeds  School 
Row  1  sitting:  Virginia  Hunt  Blaylock,  Geneve  Hunt  Leonard,  Bernice  Snyder  Nowell,  Florence  Kepley,  Frankie  Craver  Kesler,  Odessie 
Michael  Miller,  Mildred  Hill,  Phoebe  Myers,  Lawrence  Farabee,  Feigh  Michael,  Arvil  Myers,  Roger  Hunt,  Cornnie  Myers,  Vernie 
Berrier,  Clifton  Kepley,  Graham  Myers.  Row  2:  Edith  Snyder  Hobbs,  Glenna  Hill  Bishop,  Homer  Craver,  Mamie  Leonard,  Perry 

Myers  Smith,  Sudie  Leonard  Shoaf,  Dessie  Sink  Michael,  Annie  Weaver  Fritts, ,  Kathleen  Fritts  Owens,  Pauline 

Craver  Swicegood,  Erslie  Hill  Barnes,  Gladys  Myers  Snyder,  Vivian  Craver  Taylor,  Lorenzo  Craver,  Lessie  Snyder  Smith,  Thurman 
Myers,  Henry  Michael.  Row  3:  Zanada  Hill  Bunnell,  Ethel  Hill  Michael,  Ruth  Foster  Hall,  Hugh  Craver,  Virgil  Massey,  Wade  Foster, 
Clyde  Snyder,  Joe  Wood,  Dwight  Wood,  Randall  Michael,  Etta  Snyder  Eaves,  Hattie  Craver  Yarborough,  Mamie  Lee  Myers  Young, 
Ruel  Michael.  Row  4:  Everett  Snyder,  Bayne  Snyder,  Thelma  Fritts,  Grace  Michael,  Reynabelle  Hill,  Livia  Myers,  Lacy  Hill,  Elsie 
Craver,  Hazel  Craver,  Boyd  Craver,  Ellis  Hunt,  Lester  Hill,  Edwin  Hunt. 
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Mrs.  Alda  Craver,  teacher,  with  her  class  at  Reeds  Academy  Building.  The  Craver  Goat  got  there  in  time  to  be  in  the  picture. 
#\  Mary  Farabee  High,  Lake  Craver,  Leona  Foster  Snyder,  Louise  Hunt  Hartley,  Louise  Hill  Kepley,  Frances  Snyder  Beck,  Alice 
Waitman,  Helen  Michael  Wright,  Thelma  Lanier  Snyder.  #2  Leona  Myers  Walser,  Margaret  Farabee  Carver,  Gladys  Charles  Crotts, 
Nona  Myers  McMahan,  Dorothy  Swicegood  Koontz,  Frank  Hill,  Dorothy  Myers  Myers.  #3  Frank  L.  Mock,  Roswell  Carver,  James  C. 
Leonard,  Farlie  Foster,  Roy  Sink,  Alvin  Sink,  Horace  Myers,  Jones  Leonard. 
Teacher  —  Mrs.  Alda  Craver. 


safety  pins  on  a  wire.  On  Friday  afternoons  we  lined  up 
on  each  side  of  the  big  room  for  spelling  matches.  At 
recess,  we  played  circle  games  and  prison  base,  or  we 
cracked  hickory  nuts  on  the  roots  of  big  oak  trees.  When 
snows  came,  we  brought  home-made  sleds  and  coasted 
down  the  long  hill  behind  the  church.  When  an  early 
movie  projector  brought  out  from  Lexington  gave  us  our 
first  taste  of  moving  pictures,  they  came  alive  with  the 
sound  of  Mary  Heges  voice.  Commencements  in  April 
brought  the  end  of  the  school  term,  the  sprouting  of 
concession  stands  on  the  grounds,  the  decking  out  of  the 
front  porch  into  an  improvised  stage,  and  all  us  kids 
parading  around  in  our  best  clothes. 

The  year  1921  brought  with  it  the  consolidation  of 
Reeds  School  with  other  schools  like  Happy  Hill,  Mill 
Knob,  Gravel  Hill,  Mt.  Carmel,  and  eventually 
Yadkin  College,  then  a  free  school.  The  old  academy 
building  passed  into  history  as  we  went  into  a  modern 
brick  building  and  a  new  setting  for  our  education. 

by  Kathleen  M.  Craver 
September  27,  1986 


Now  to  add  to  this  excellent  historical  summary  of 
Reeds  Academy  and  Reeds  School,  let's  add  the 
following,  most  of  which  comes  from  the  records  of 
Reeds  Church  who  sponsored  the  school,  and  then  the 
pictures  of  school  classes.  Then  putting  all  of  these 
records  together  see  if  you  agree  with  the  listing  of 
teachers  and  principals  that  I  have  put  together. 

Although  we  are  not  given  any  of  the  details  about 
its  organization  and  relationships,  it  is  obvious  from 
the  church  minutes  of  business  meetings,  that  the 
church  has  undertaken  a  new  responsibility  —  that  of 
building  a  school  building.  From  personal  knowledge 
of  living  members  we  know  that  such  a  school  existed 
and  that  it  was  located  very  near  where  the  present 
church  building  is  located,  maybe  just  a  few  feet  west. 
In  our  historical  collection  we  have  quite  a  few 
pictures  of  the  school  building  and  classes,  and  from 
these  pictures  it  is  possible  to  very  nearly  locate  where 
the  building  was. 

In  church  records,  the  first  reference  to  the  school  is 
in  June,  1891,  when  it  was  "moved  and  carried  that 
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Reeds  Consolidated  School,  After  1921. 


there  be  a  com.  of  five  elected  to  serve  as  the  com.  of 
the  school.  Brethern  D.C.  Craver,  A.C.  Wood,  Jeff 
Craver,  J.N.  Myers  and  J. A.  Myers  were  elected." 

The  next  reference  in  church  conference  notes  is 
found  in  June,  1 892.  There  was  a  report  from  the  com. 
which  stated  —  "we  are  in  debt  for  the  school  building 
and  our  creditors  are  needing  the  money.  Moved  and 
carried  that  we  proceed  to  collect  the  debt.  Bro. 
Charley  Wood  was  elected  to  collect  the  amount,  in 
which  he  suckseeded  in  collecting  $40.00,  the  whole 
amt."  This  solved  the  problem  for  one  month,  but  in 
July,  Bro.  Charley  Wood  was  asked  to  again  be  the 
collector,  and  again  succeeded  in  "collecting  the  whole 
amount."  We  are  not  told  how  much  it  was.  Again  in 
August,  1892  the  matter  is  brought  up  as  follows: 
"Broth.  D.C.  Craver  reported  that  we  were  in  debt  for 
brick  used  in  the  school  building.  He  was  appointed  to 
collect  the  debt."  It  becomes  obvious  that  they  are 
using  the  'pay  as  you  go'  plan  of  financing  the 
building.  There  is  no  further  mention  of  the  school 
until  June,  1894  when  the  following  entry  is  found. 
"Bro.  Charley  Wood  was  elected  in  the  place  of  Cicero 
Wood  as  one  of  the  school  com.  at  the  Academy."  This 
is  the  first  time  that  the  word  Academy  is  used  in 
church  records. 

Although  the  school  is  not  mentioned,  in  October 
1895  there  was  the  following  significant  entry  into  the 
records,  "Moved  and  carried  that  Eld.  J.M.  Bennett 
and  wife  Sister  Annie  A.  Bennett  be  received  into  the 


Reeds  Academy  building  as  it  looked  about  1915. 

church  by  letter  from  Piney  (Churchland)  Baptist 
Church."  Elder  Bennett  was  a  noted  preacher  and 
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Mr.  Charlie  Fritts  noted  friend  of  education  and  the  church 
at  Reeds. 


educator  and  evidently  by  this  time  was  serving  as 
principal  of  the  Reeds  Academy,  and  was  moving  his 
church  membership  to  Reeds  X  Roads.  The  following 
month,  December,  1895,  upon  the  resignation  of  the 
pastor,  Elder  Bennett  was  unanimously  elected  as 
pastor  and  begins  in  January  1896. 

In  February  1896,  there  is  the  following  reference 
in  the  minutes.  "Bro.  Bennett  stated  that  $7.00  had 
been  paid  to  Dr.  Fritts  on  the  Academy  debt  and  that 
there  is  $6.88  yet  due,  but  he  hoped  to  raise  the 
amount  by  next  meeting." 

November,  1897  records  show,  'The  clerk  read  a 
letter  from  G.W.  Foster  asking  for  the  balance  due 
him  for  work  done  on  Academy.  The  matter  was 
deferred  till  next  meeting."  This  matter  will  be  dealt 
with  over  many  months.  Bro.  D.C.  Craver  was  appoin- 
ted to  try  to  raise  the  amount  due.  In  April  and  May 
and  July  of  1898  Mr.  Craver  submits  his  resignation 
as  the  collector  of  this  debt  but  his  resignation  is  not 
accepted.  I  do  not  find  any  reference  to  the  fact  that 
this  was  ever  fully  paid.  Bro.  J.M.  Bennett  is  reelected 
as  pastor  for  1898  so  he  is  probably  still  the  principal 
of  the  school. 

In  December  1898  Bro.  J.M.  Bennett  asks  for  a 
letter  of  dismissal  from  the  church  and  it  was  granted. 


In  January  1899  Bro.  J.R.  Miller  is  elected  and  will 
continue  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  church  until  January, 
1906.  I  find  no  references  anywhere  to  him  having 
served  as  a  school  teacher,  although  Mrs.  Zana  Crews 
seemed  to  remember  him  in  this  capacity. 

The  next  reference  to  the  school  is  found  in  Novem- 
ber 1 899.  "Moved  and  carried  that  the  church  trustees 
ask  a  rent  of  the  public  school  committee  for  the  use  of 
the  Academy  for  public  school  purposes.  Rent  not  to 
exceed  $3.00  per  month."  However,  in  December  the 
"trustees  of  the  church  reports  as  follows:  they 
thought  that  the  money  could  be  raised  to  pay  off 
church  debt  without  rent  from  public  school  funds." 

Nothing  further  is  mentioned  about  the  school  until 
May,  1904  when  the  following  is  found.  "Moved  and 
carried  the  church  trustees  and  school  committee  be 
one  and  the  same  and  that  we  increase  the  number 
from  five  to  ten.  Brethern  Curren  Snider  Chas  Fritts, 
W.W.  Myers  and  A.R.  Craver  were  added  as  trustees 
and  school  committeemen.  Bro.  R.B.  Myers  a  trustee 
was  made  a  committeeman  and  J.  A.  Myers  a  commit- 
teeman was  made  a  trustee.  Trustees  and  school 
committeeman  consists  of  the  following  brethern  R.B. 
Myers,  J. A.  Myers,  J.N.  Myers,  W.W.  Myers,  D.C. 
Craver,  J.R.  Craver,  A.R.  Craver,  C.H.  Fritts,  Curren 
Snider  and  C.A.  Wood." 

March  1905  -  -  "On  motion  church  instructed 
trustees  to  insure  school  property.  C.H.  Fritts,  J.L. 
Myers,  J.R.  Craver  to  look  after  same."  Then  a  report 
is  given  in  April  19  which  read  "can  have  school 
property  insured  for  $600.00  for  3  years  time.  Premi- 
um $13.20." 

In  this  same  month  Bro.  A.R.  Craver  resigned  as 
trustee-committeeman,  and  in  May,  1905  the  number 
of  trustee/committeemen  was  reduced  from  10  to  9. 

November  3,  1906  a  motion  was  made  and  carried 
"to  allow  the  trustees  of  the  school  to  fill  up  vacancies 
or  otherwise  appoint  non  members  of  this  church  not 
to  exceed  one  third  of  the  board."  Also  "Bro.  R.B. 
Myers  offered  his  resignation  as  trustee  no  action 
taken  com.  on  repairs  reported  work  done  bill  pre- 
sented. Moved  and  carried  to  ask  for  repair  of  win- 
dows in  Academy  from  public  school  fund." 

February  1908  --  Pastor  being  absent  Prof.  J.W. 
Cole  was  asked  to  act  as  moderator.  Prof.  Cole  was 
principal  of  the  Academy.  Also  —  "Brethern  J.R. 
Craver,  J.N.  Myers,  C.A.  Snider  were  appointed  to 
solicit  funds  to  renew  insurance  on  Academy." 

June  1909  —  "Moved  and  carried  to  let  the  Junior 
Lodge  use  the  hall  of  the  Academy  provided  them  and 
the  church  can  agree  on  terms.  Moved  and  carried  to 
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About  1910-1915  —  The  Reeds  Chapter  of  the  Junior  Order  Homes  of  America  met  in  the  Reeds  School  Building. 

REEDS  CHAPTER  JUNIOR  ORDER  HOMES  OF  AMERICA 

Center  front:  George  Foster.  Row  1  ,  John  H.  Sink, , ,  Jackson  Leonard,  Webster 


Craver,  John  H.  Sink,  Sr.,  Webster  Sink,  Ross  Koonts, 


_,  Charlie  Kepley,  Adam  Berrier.  Row  2:  Banks  Craver. 


Phillip  Koonts, 


_,  Ed  Fritts,  Jack  Lanning,  Jess  Farabee,  Eugene  M.  Michael,  Charles  Lanning,  Cicero  Hedrick,  Mack  Koonts 
_, Row  3:  , ,  James  C.  Leonard,  Lave  Everhart,  Charlie  Koonts 


_,  Harvey  Leonard,  Arthur  Hartley, 


Jim  Farabee,  Marsh  Byerly,  William  W.  Myers, 


Row  4: 


_,  Wiley  Shoaf, 


_,  H.  Lindsay  Leonard,  Julius  Swicegood 


Fred   Koonts,   Baxter  Leonard,  Ernest  E.  Michael,  Bud  Michael.  Row  5:  June  Myers,  Edward  Waitman 
_,  Lee  Evans,  Lem  Young,  ,  ,  ,  ,  


Earlie  Michael,  H.  Luther  Leonard, 


appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Junior  com- 
mittee as  to  terms.  This  committee  to  consist  of  W.B. 
Hunt        D.C.  Craver  and  J.N.  Myers." 

July  1909  -  "Moved  and  carried  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  agreed  to  let  the  lodge 
use  the  hall  six  years  on  terms  that  they  pay  insurance 
and  fix  the  steps." 

June  1910  -  -  "Moved  and  carried  that  school 
trustees  be  separate  from  church  trustees  and  to  serve 
twelve  months  only.  Bro.  C.N.  Fritts  resigned  as 
trustee  of  church  and  school  Bro.  D.C.  Craver  re- 
signed as  trustee  of  school  the  following  was  appointed 
school  trustees  for  twelve  months.  A.E.  Myers,  chair- 
man C.H.  Fritts  C.A.  Snider  E.M.  Michael  Dr.  FL. 
Mock  Ed  Hill  J.N.  Myers  and  D.C.  Craver." 

June  1911  "Moved  and  carried  to  elect  school 
trustees  for  the  next  twelve  months.  The  same  trustees 
was  selected  for  the  next  twelve  months  excepting  Bro. 
J.R.  Craver  was  put  in  A.E.  Myers  place." 

August  1911  -  -  "Moved  and  carried  that  we  look 


after  the  school  house  repairing  as  to  roofing  &  c." 

January  1912  Bro.  J.R.  Craver  committee  on 
repairing  Academy  reported  that  work  done  in  house 
and  paid  $16.80. 

November  1913  —  "Moved  and  carried  that  reco- 
mend  to  Junior  Order  as  the  rent  will  not  justify  us  to 
have  glasses  replaced  in  windows  of  hall." 

March  1917  —  "Moved  and  carried  to  let  Jr.  Order 
of  Q.W.A.M.  have  Acad,  haul  on  same  terms  as 
before." 

January  5,  1919  (Must  have  been  on  Sunday) 
"Moved  and  carried  that  the  church  go  into  confer- 
ence to  take  some  action  in  regard  to  turning  school 
house  over  to  the  county.  Moved  and  carried  that  the 
school  house  and  lot  be  given  over  to  the  board  of 
education  provided  they  build  a  house." 

February  1919  -  -  The  church  voted  to  give  the 
County  Board  of  Education  the  school  building  and 
strip  of  land  given  to  the  church  by  Bro.  A.R.  Craver, 
for  the  school  provided  a  new  school  building  be 


STUDENT  BODY  REEDS  SCHOOL  1914-1915 
Row  6  —  Wade  Foster,  Willie  Myers,  Will  Young,  Clarence  Fritts,  Clyde  Snyder,  Bryce  Hunt,  Irvin  Myers,  Ottie  Snyder,  Virgil 
Massey.  Row  5  —  Rosa  Massey,  Fred  Hege,  Clayton  Myers,  Mae  Michael  (Farabee),  Esther  Foster  (Lowman),  Hattie  Craver 
(Yarborough),  Lizzie  Young.  Row  4  —  Zanada  Hill,  Lessie  Hill  (Myers),  Ruth  Foster  (Hall),  Minnie  Snyder  (Sink),  Etta  Snyder  (Eaves), 
Mamie  Lee  Myers  (Young),  Ethel  Hill  (Michael),  Livie  Myers,  Vivian  Craver  (Taylor),  Livie  Myers,  Lacy  Hill,  Lessie  Snyder  (Smith), 
Elsie  Craver,  Perry  Myers  (Smith).  Row  3  —  Bayard  F.  Sink  (Principal),  Minnie  Hunt  (Asst.  teacher),  Hazel  Craver  (Payne),  Mamie 
Leonard,  Grace  Michael  (Leonard),  Thelma  Fritts,  Sadie  Lanning.  Row  2  —  Glenna  Weaver,  Glenna  Hill,  Dessie  Sink,  Edith  Snyder 
(Hobbs),  Dessie  Michael,  Bernice  Snyder,  Racie  Weaver,  Frankie  Craver,  Gladys  Myers  (Snider),  Kathleen  Fritts  (Owen),  Phoebe 
Myers,  Erslie  Hill,  Pauline  Craver  (Swicegood),  Mildred  Hill,  Dessie  Michael,  Sudie  Leonard  (Shoaf).  Row  1  —  Everette  Snyder,  Ralph 
Craver,  Clifton  Kepley,  Boyd  Craver,  Lester  Hill,  Ellis  Hunt,  Carl  Sink,  Bayne  Snider,  Edwin  Hunt,  Carne  Myers,  Homer  Craver,  Grady 
Lanning,  Jim  Kepley. 


erected  on  this  land  given  by  the  church,  and  to  be 
used  for  school  purposes.  Otherwise  the  land  is  to 
revert  back  to  the  church. 

June  1919  -  "On  motion  that  the  church  lease  the 
land  on  which  the  old  school  building  stands  to  the  Jr. 
Order,  provided  they  buy  the  building,  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Junior 
Order.  Bro.  Albert  Myers,  John  Myers  &  W.B.  Hunt 
were  appointed." 

This  is  the  final  mention  of  the  school  in  church 
records. 

It  is  obvious  what  has  happened.  The  time  for  school 
consolidation  has  come,  and  the  church  hopes  to  have 
the  new  school  built  on  the  same  spot  where  the 
church  school  has  been.  However,  the  lot  is  probably 
much  too  small  and  so  the  consolidated  school  is  built 
about  '/3  mile  away,  and  the  church  has  a  building  on 
their  hands.  The  lot  is  rented  to  the  Jr.  Order  and  the 
building  is  sold  and  eventually  moved  about  '/4  mile 
away  just  below  the  crossroads,  and  still  stands  and 
has  been  used  as  a  building  for  various  businesses.  So 
concludes  another  era  in  the  history  of  Reeds  Baptist 
Church. 


REEDS  ACADEMY  AND  SCHOOL 

1892-1921 


SCHOOL  TERMS 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPALS  AND 

1892-1 893 

1893-1894 

J.M.  Hilliard 

1894-1895 

J.M    Hilliard 

1895-1896 

J  M.  Bcnnclt 

1896-1897 

J  M    Bcnnclt 

Miss  Sallic  Koonts.  Music  Teac 

1897-1898 

J.M    Bcnnclt 

Miss  Sallic  Koonts.  Music  Teac 

1898-1899 

1899-1900 

1900-1901 

Prof   TB   Woodhousc 

Miss  Bessie  Woodhouse 

1901-1902 

Rev  J.W  Garrett 

Miss  Jewell  Garrett 

1902-1093 

Rev   J  W.  Garrett 

Miss  Jewell  Garrett 

1903-1904 

Prof.  G.M    Garrison 

1904-1905 

G.M.  Garrison 

1905-1906 

Prof   John  W.  Cole 

Miss  Jewell  Beeker 

1906-1907 

Prof   John  W  Cole 

Miss  Glenna  Dale 

L.O.  Farabee 

1907-1908 

Prof   John  W.  Cole 

Miss  Glenna  Dale 

L.O    Farabee 

1908-1909 

Prof  Tillett  Hendm 

1909-1910 

Prof.  Tillett  Hendm 

191(1-1911 

Jimmy  Leonard 

Gertrude  Mason  Leonard 

PASTORS  OF  REEDS  CHURCH 

Eld 

Thomas  Carrick 

1888  — 

Dee    1893 

Eld 

J  M 

Hilliard 

Jan 

1894-Dcc    1895 

Eld 

J  M 

Hilliard 

1895  — 

Eld.  J.M.  Bennett 

Isc 

ailed 

until  Dec    1898 

Eld 

J.M 

Bennett 

Eld 

J.M 

Bcnnclt 

Eld 

J.M 

Bennett 

Resigns  Dec    1898 

Eld 

J.R 

Miller 

Jan. 

1899-Jan.  1906 

Eld 

J  R 

Miller 

Eld 

JR. 

Miller 

1  Id 

JR. 

Miller 

Eld. 

J.R. 

Miller 

Eld. 

JR. 

Miller 

Eld. 

J.R. 

Miller 

Eld. 

S.D 

Swaim 

Jan. 

14, 

906-Feb    1909 

Eld. 

S.D 

Swaim 

Eld.  S.D.  S» 


Eld.  S.D.  Swaim 
Resigns  Feb.  1909 
Eld.  J.M.  Hilliard 
Eld.  J.M.  Hilliard 


Reeds  School  Student  Body,  1921 .  This  would  be  the  last  class  in  this  building,  and  the  classes  to  transfer  to  the  new  Consolidated  Reeds 
School.  The  Banks  Craver  home  is  visible  in  the  background. 

REEDS  ACADEMY  BUILDING  AND  STUDENT  BODY 
Fifth  Row:  Coy  Farabee,  Edgar  Foster,  Sudie  Leonard,  Beulah  Leonard,  Grace  Michael,  Elsie  Myers,  Miss  lone  Koonts,  Mrs.  Alda 

Craver,  Mr.  Eugene  Denton,  Mrs.  Eugene  Denton,  Callie  Sue  Leonard,  Annie  Lee  Leonard,  Beulah  Koontz, ,  Sena 

Hedrick,  Dessie  Sink.  Fourth  Row:  Homer  Craver,  Pauline  Craver,  Hugh  Leonard,  Walter  Waitman,  Walter  Walser,  Myrtle  Disher, 

Ralph  Craver,  Elsie  Craver,  Glen  Hunt, Hedrick  Leatherman,  Edwin  Hunt,  Beatrice  Myers,  Florence  Sink,  Hazel 

Craver,  Everett  Snyder,  Ina  Hunt, ,  Coy  Kepley.  Third  Row: ,  Lester  Hill,  Boyd  Craver,  Grover  Walser, 

Buss  Hunt,  Lorenzo  Craver,  Ellis  Hunt,  Clifton  Kepley,  Blanche  Sink,  Zanada  Hill,  Frankie  Craver,  Bernice  Snyder,  Phoebe  Myers, 

Leonard,  Dessie  Michael,  Louise  Hunt,  ,  Geneva  Hunt,  Arvil  Myers,  ,  , 

, Second  Row:  Gladys  Leonard,  Mary  Craver,  Lillian  Hunt,  Maretta  Leonard,  Isabel!  Sink,  Mary 


Hunt,  Kathleen  Mock,  Leona  Myers,  Arlene  Leonard,  Sally  Foster,  Adelaide  Craver,  Alma  Foster,  Henry  Michael,  Lloyd  Farabee, 
Thurman  Myers,  Loyd  Foster,  Eugene  Snyder,  Graham  Myers,  Laurence  Farabee,  Dessie  Michael.  First  Row:  Lake  Craver,  Gretchen 

Sink,  Mary  Farabee,  Louise  Hill,  Leona  Myers,  Frances  Snyder,  Nona  McMahan,  Dorothy  Myers,  Louise  Hunt, Snyder, 

Leona  Foster,  Thelma  Lanier,  Gladys  Charles,  Margaret  Farabee,  Grady  Leonard,  Alvin  Walser,  Roy  Beck,  Horace  Myers,  James 
Leonard,  Roy  Sink,  Roswell  Craver,  Frank  Mock,  Frank  Hill,  Earlie  Foster. 


1911-1912 

Jimmy  Leonard 

Gertrude  Mason  I  e 

1912-1913 

1913-1914 

1 9 1 4- 1  9 1  S 

Bayard  Sink 

1915-1916 

Bayard  Sink 

Minnie  Snyder 

1916-1917 

Prof    1  Maker 

1917-1918 

Prof    Lilaker 

1918-1919 

f  ugene  Demon 

Mrs    Alda  Craver 

1919-1920 

Mrs    Eugene  Dentor 

Mrs    Eugene  Dentor 

Mrs    lone  Koonl/ 

Mrs.  Alda  Craver 

1920-1921 

Mr   Eugene  Denton 

Eld.  J.M.  Hilliard 
Resigns  May,  1912 
Eld    I  M    Hamrick 
Eld    J  M    Hamrick 
Eld    J.M.  Hamrick 
Eld    J.M.  Hamrick 
Resigns  Nov    1915 
Rev  J  F  Carter,  elee 
Rev   J.F  Carter 
Resigns  Aug.  1916 
Rev  Ben  C.  Ingram 
Elee.  Oct.  1916 
Stays  until  June.  1919 
Rev,  Ben  C.  Ingram 
Rev   Ben  C    Ingram 
Resigns  June.  1919 
Rev  J  T  Gillespie 
Called  June  6,  1919 
Rev   J  T  Gillespie 
Resigns  Feb.  1920. 
March,  1920-Aug. 
1920  Rev.  Hoyle  Love 
is  pastor 

Rev  J  T.  Gillespie 
stays  until  Dec    1921 


Over  the  past  20  years  many  people  have  tried  to 
remember  teachers  from  these  schools.  Three  people 
have  given  me  lists  of  those  whom  they  remember.  I 


will  simply  reproduce  their  lists.  As  you  read  these 
maybe  you  could  help  us  to  place  them  in  their  proper 
places.  Mrs.  Arlie  (Meredith)  Myers  submitted  this 
list. 

Mr.  Allen  Jones 
Mr.  Tillette  Hendrix 
Mr.  Jimmy  Leonard 
Mr.  Bayard  Sink 
Mr.  J.N.  Garrett 
Mr.  Henry  Litaker 
Mrs.  Jane  Williams 
Michael  listed  these: 
Prof.  J.N.  Garrett 

and  daughter,  Jewell 
Prof.  Lee  Sink 

and  daughter,  Bessie  Sink 
Miss  Glenna  Dale 

(from  Yadkin  College) 
Miss  Grace  Ledbetter 


Rev.  J.M.  Bennett 

Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard 

Mr.  Wilson  Miller 

Mr.  Lee  Sink 

Mr.  T.B.  Woodhouse 

Mr.  G.M.  Garrison 

Mr.  J.W.  Cole 

Mrs.  Conrad  (Racie 

Rev.  J.M.  Hilliard 

Rev.  J.M.  Bennett 

Prof.  T.B.  Woodhouse 


Prof.  G.M.  Garrison 
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Graduating  Class  about  1909 
Row  1  seated:  Lizzie  Snyder,  Ben  Myers,  Flocie  Cole.  Row  2:  Elizabeth  Evans,  Bessie  Michael,  Sadie  Craver,  Tallie  Massey,  Zella 
Foster,  Racie  Craver.  Row  3:  Prof.  Tillett  Hendrix,  Milton  Hedrick,  Charlie  Leonard,  Arlie  Myers,  Lloyd  Craver,  Willie  Leonard. 


(from  Charlotte) 
Miss  Jane  Williams 

(from  Dunn) 
Miss  Lizzie  Ellis 
(from  Advance) 
Prof.  Henry  Litaker  Mrs.  Alda  Craver 

Mrs.  Dan  (Zana)  Crews  submitted  the  following: 


Prof.  J.W.  Cole 


Prof.  Tillette  Hendrix 


John  Miller 


Prof.  Vann 


J.M.  Bennett 


Bessie  Woodhouse 


Miss  Ollie  Hege 

(from  Arcadia) 
Mrs.  Hollis  Leonard 

(taught  before  marriage) 
Mrs.  Alice  Zimmerman  Mock 

(from  Arcadia) 
Lola  Ellis,  maybe  Lizzie 

(from  Advance) 

Mrs.  Minnie  Snyder 

Miss  Jane  Williams 


Jimmy  Leonard 
Mrs.  Alda  Craver 
Bayard  Sink 

Other  names  which  come  up  when  this  is  being 
discussed  are  Archie  Morris,  Mrs.  Ellie  Morrison, 
Miss  Grace  Little,  from  Charlotte,  Wilson  Miller, 
Allen  Jones,  lone  Koonts,  Gertrude  Mason,  Bessie 
Bivens,  Lucille  Oakes. 
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The  "School  Trucks"  of  the  1920's.  These  were  the  first  buses  used  by  Reeds  School. 


1955  Reeds  Consolidated  Graduating  Class  in  Washington  D.C. 


HISTORY  OF  WOMAN'S 

MISSIONARY  UNION  AT 

REEDS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  earliest  record  of  W.M.U.  work  here  at  Reeds 
Baptist  Church  is  from  the  minutes  of  the  1910 
Annual  Session  of  the  Liberty  Baptist  Association.  In 
this  the  following  listing  is  given: 

Reeds  X  Roads  Sunbeams: 
Foreign  Mission  $  .65 

Home  Missions  .65 

State  Missions  .60 

Total  $1.90 

This  would  indicate  that  there  was  an  active  Sun- 
beam Band  here  at  Reeds,  and  that  they  had  contrib- 
uted a  total  of  $1.90  to  mission  causes  for  the  year. 
People  still  living  here  tell  us  that  Mrs.  Alda  Craver 
was  the  one  who  began  this  work.  A  history  of  Reeds 
Church,  written  by  Rev.  N.C.  Teague,  a  former  pastor 
and  published  in  the  Biblical  Recorder  on  February 
21,  1945  says  that  "for  35  years  Mrs.  Craver  has  been 
a  great  influence  in  the  missionary  work  of  the  church, 
having  been  president  of  the  W.M.S.  for  25  years. 

Missions  has  always  been  a  priority  matter  at 
Reeds.  A  receipt  for  $2.95  in  part  payment  for  "3rd 
quarter  Association  Missions  from  Reeds  X  Roads"  is 
in  our  possession.  It  is  dated  June  28th,  1879  and  is 
signed  by  Henry  Sheets,  missionary.  Notes  concerning 
mission  offerings  for  Foreign,  Home,  State  and  Asso- 
ciational  have  been  part  of  our  history  from  the  very 
beginning  with  the  congregation  responding  always  as 
they  were  able.   In   the  most   recent  years,   Reeds 


Mrs.  Alda  Craver 
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Church  has  been  among  the  leaders  in  percentage 
gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program  all  over  the  State.  In 
1983  Reeds  was  number  1  in  percentage  giving  with 
gifts  totaling  41.4%  of  undesignated  gifts.  Reeds  was 
87th  in  total  money  given  in  1983  with  a  total  of 
$39,654  given  through  the  Cooperative  Program.  We 
were  9th  in  percentage  giving  for  the  year  1984. 

There  has  been  one  Foreign  Missionary  from  Reeds 
Church  serving  with  our  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
He  is  Rev.  Luther  Morphis.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Frances,  have  served  for  more  than  20  years  as 
missionaries  to  English  speaking  churches  in  Europe. 
Their  last  post  of  service  was  an  English  speaking 
congregation  in  Vienna,  Austria.  They  retired  within 
the  last  year  and  are  now  living  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  and  are  still  very  active  in  the  cause  of  missions 
as  they  speak  in  churches  and  participate  in  Schools  of 
Missions.  Later  this  year  (1989)  they  will  be  going  to 
Nigeria  to  serve  as  short-term  volunteer  missionaries 
with  the  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

During  the  years  since  1910  the  following  ladies 
have  served  as  President  or  as  Director  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  work  here  at  Reeds.  Mrs.  Alda 
Craver,  Mrs.  N.L.  Craver,  Mrs.  J.R.  Craver,  Mrs.  G.F 


Koontz,  Mrs.  Earlie  Snider,  Mrs.  Thurman  Koonts, 
Miss  Maggie  Campbell,  Mrs.  Van  Carroll,  Mrs. 
Lorene  Shoaf,  Mrs.  Geneva  Young,  Mrs.  Jeanette 
Shoaf,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Hanes,  Mrs.  Lucille  Lanning, 
Mrs.  Cronin  Davis,  Mrs.  Ruby  Crawford,  Mrs.  Mary 
Louise  Young,  Mrs.  Margaret  Koontz,  Mrs.  Bobbie 
Pace,  Mrs.  Jimmie  Foster,  Mrs.  Carol  Leonard,  Miss 
Cathy  Byerly,  Mrs.  Ruby  Torrence  and  Mrs.  Judy 
Wood. 

The  full  impact  of  Women's  work  in  our  church  is 
very  great.  Since  the  very  beginning  of  our  church 
when  24  of  the  first  39  members  were  women  they 
have  served  in  places  of  leadership,  they  have  filled  a 
majority  of  the  teaching  positions,  and  they  have 
taught  us  what  missions  is  all  about.  They  have  led  us 
in  praying  as  well  as  in  Christian  service. 

We  salute  all  of  the  ladies  of  WMU  and  the  youth 
organizations  that  they  sponsor. 

Current  records  for  1989  show  that  WMU  at  Reeds 
is  still  an  important  part  of  our  ministry  with  1 
Mission  Friends  Organization,  1  Girls  In  Action,  1 
Acteens  and  1  Baptist  Women's  Organization.  There 
is  a  total  of  78  members. 
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Mrs.  Meredith  Myers  on  the  Ferry  —  Ready  to  cross  the  Yadkin  River  —  Before  the  days  of 
the  bridge. 


The  Good  Doctor's  Latest  Picture 


Many  have  sunt  thai  the  doctor's  greeting  and  smile 
do  us  much  good   as   the  medicine  prescribed. 


Dr.  Frank  L.  Mock,  Reeds  Community  "Country  Doctor"  from 
1908-1958 
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The  George  Washington  Boulder  at  Reed's  Cross  Roads  from  the 
inscription  —  "on  this  rock  Pres.  George  Washington  rested  and 
ate  dinner."  May  31,  1791 
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The  name  Myers  is  a  very  prominent  one  in  Reeds  Community.  Here  are  the  five  Myers  brothers  and  their  sister,  and  their  wives.  R. 
Barton  and  Laura  Myers,  Albert  L.  and  Sarah  Myers,  James  A.  and  Sarah  Myers,  John  and  Cornelia  Myers,  Josephine  Myers  Farabee 
and  William  and  Sarah  Myers. 


It  rained  on  our  Parade  of  old  vehicles,  but  the  people  came  anyway. 


Richard  Barton  Myers  and  Laura  Ann  Michael  in  their  wedding  outfits. 
Married  March  27, 1861  by  A.  Rowan  Craver,  Esq.,  at  the  bride's  home, 
Reeds  X  Roads.  Picture  taken  from  a  glass  exposure  in  a  wooden 
decorated  box,  framed  by  an  engraved  or  embossed  gold  or  brass  frame 
lined  with  red  velvet,  picture  backed  by  black  velvet  to  show  the  image. 
To  look  at  the  glass  alone,  the  picture  resembles  a  negative. 


Weldon  Smith's  horse  and  buggy  —  the  most  popular  vehicle  at  our  Old 
Vehicle  showing. 
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About  1910  —  Reeds  Community  Baseball  Team 
Row  1:  Lloyd  Craver,  Thurman  Fry,  Leary  Foster,  Cicero  Swicegood,  Ben  Fry  .  Row  2:  Herman  Myers,  Banks  Craver,  Albert  (Smoot)  Walser,  Adam 
Berrier,  Jess  Leonard, Wartman,  Jess  Farabee. 
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1915  Reeds  Basketball  Team 
Left  to  Right  Back  Row:  Bayard  Sink,  Bryce  Hunt,  Clarence  Fritts,  Fred  Hege.  Front  Row:  Clayton  Myers,  Clyde  Snyder,  Will 
Young. 


About  1930  the  Myers  Reunion  at  the  Barton  Myers  Homeplace,  now  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Mitchum.  This  Reunion  still  meets  at  this  same 
place,  yearly. 


"Survivors  of  a  noble  army"  Meeting  at  Reeds,  October  3,  1817  Civil  War  Veterans 
Left  to  Right  1st  Row:  David  Fritts,  Charlie  Owens,  Sid  Hedrick  (these  first  three  were  not  veterans),  Felty  Leonard,  Albert  Myers,  George  Koonts, 

David  Hedrick.  Standing:  Rev.  George  E.  Hunt,  Barton  Myers,  Thomas  Franklin  Lanning,  George  Palmer, Grubb,  James  A.  Myers,  W. 

Rankin  Michael,  (Unknown),  Riley  Leonard. 


Current  Membership  Roll  —  June  29,  1989 


Allen,  Marjorie 
Route  1,  Box  336 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
762-2821 

Andrews,  Jamie 
Route  4,  Box  1823 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5078 

Atwood,  R.O.,  Jr. 

Bacon,  Bobby  &  Jennifer 
Route  18,  Box  1046 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5361 

Bates,  Judy 

Route  15,  Box  2971 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4091 

Beauchamp,  Donna 
Route  4,  Box  1767 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4834 

Beck,  Alex  &  Charlotte 
Route  15,  Box  2734 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5892 

Beck,  Charles  &  Sue 
Andy  &  Bryan 
Route  18,  Box  2227 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-1885 

Beck,  Clatie 

Naomi 

420  W.  7th  Ave. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

249-6311 

Beck,  Michael 
Route  3,  Box  5622 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5228 

Beck,  Norman  &  Gail 

Angela 

Route  3,  Box  168 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5085 

Beck,  Ronald  &  Beverly 
Brad  &  Brent 
Route  15,  Box  1655 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-1310 

Beck,  Roy  &  Grace 
Route  15,  Box  1639 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-5464 

Beck,  Roy  Lynn  &  Kelly 
Route  9,  Box  1351 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
798-3608 


Beeker,  Burton  &  Elayne 
Route  3,  Box  146 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5339 

Beeker,  Graham 
Route  18,  Box  1314 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5791 

Bennett,  Judy  S. 
P.O.  Box  26 
Siloam,  NC  27047 

Billings,  Alice 

Bishop,  Glenna 
Route  22,  Box  5076 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5175 

Bishop,  Phillip  &  Fonda 
Route  15,  Box  923 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6449 

Blackwell,  Deloris 

Blaylock,  Stanton 
3516  Hawthorne  Rd. 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27801 

Boyd,  Jackie 

112  Pinecrest  Dr.  #A 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Bradley,  Betty  Ann 
Route  22,  Box  594 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2183 

Bridges,  Janice 

Brock,  Kim 
Route  1,  Box  555 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-2743 

Burchette,  Carla 

Route  1 

Linwood,  NC  27299 

Byerly,  Cathy 
248  Gywn  St. 
Mocksville,  NC  27028 

Byerly,  David  &  Wanda 

Danny 

Route  4,  Box  160 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5933 

Byerly,  Leroy  &  Carrie 
Route  4,  Box  4987 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5723 

Calloway,  Gary  &  Melanie 

Robbie 

108  Deer  Run  Lane 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

352-7262 


Campbell,  John  &  Diunnc 
Beth,  Johnny  &  Julian 
P.O.  Box  148 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5298 

Carne,  Olgie 
Route  18,  Box  1  107 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5457 

Carter,  Marcellus  &  Minnie 
Route  1,  Box  765 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-7760 

Cecil,  Darlene  Hartman 

Charles,  Quentin  &  Ava 

Tonya 

Route  4,  Box  2919 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5050 

Charles,  Thomas  &  Elsie 
Route  18,  Box  1341 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5739 

Clayton,  Mrs.  Gerald 
Route  1,  Box  8 
Ehrhardt,  SC  29081 

Cleary,  Regina 
Route  6,  Box  173-5 
Mocksville,  NC  27028 

Cornatzer,  Beverly 
Route  3,  Box  404 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4334 

Covert,  Wayne  &  Dottie 
606  Market  St. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-5643 

Cox,  Charlotte 

Tcola 

309  Cotton  Grove  Rd. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Craver,  Bill  &  Sarah 
Route  18,  Box  1057 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5939 

Craver,  Dan 

Route  18,  Box  2616 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Craver,  Mildred 
Route  3,  Box  188 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5857 

Craver,  Jack 
Route  15,  Box  2900 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5737 
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Craver,  Maretta 
Route  15,  Box  2861 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5804 

Craver,  Ricky  &  LuAnn 
Route  4,  Box  365 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4950 

Craver,  Stephen 
25  Herrman  St. 
West  Springfield,  Mass.  01089 

Crews,  Edna 
Route  22,  Box  262 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5418 

Crews,  Danny 
Route  4,  Box  3 1 8 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4548 

Crim,  Kent  &  Jane 
Buffie  &  Jonathan 
Route  22,  Box  2526 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6774 

Crook,  Roby  &  Opal 
Route  15,  Box  1998 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5915 

Curry,  Alvin  &  Alma 
Route  4,  Box  2173 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5285 

Curry,  Donald  &  Colene 
Route  4,  Box  2075 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5272 

Curry,  Jimmy  &  Laura 
Route  4,  Box  1823 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5078 

Davis,  Dermont 
Route  4,  Box  462 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5426 

Davis,  Jeremy 
Route  18,  Box  1091 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4077 

Davis,  Melissa 
Route  1,  Box  190 
Linwood,  NC  27299 

Davis,  Mitch  &  Annette 
700  McLean  Ave. 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27107 

Decker,  George 
Route  2,  Box  1065 


Thomasville,  NC  27360 

Denton,  David  &  Brenda 
Angela  &  Michael 
Route  22,  Box  319 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4895 

Dole,  Richard  &  Elizabeth 
Route  22,  Box  325 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5061 

Dorsett,  Jimmy 

Dunbar,  Bonnie 

Edwards,  Diana 

Ellenburg,  Linda 

Brian 

Route  3,  Box  1967 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

956-6005 

Ellis,  Mary  Lanning 

Everhart,  Hazel 
Route  19,  Box  4930 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
798-1543 

Everhart,  Jimmy  &  Tonya 
Route  1,  Box  742 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-1208 

Everhart,  Pam 
Route  4,  Box  1-1 7-D 
Salisbury,  NC  28144 

Everhart,  Sandie 
Route  4,  Box  4623 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Everhart,  Susan  Springer 
7830  Ivy  Hollow  Dr. 
Charlotte,  NC  28215 

Farabee,  Dot 

Leah 

Route  18,  Box  1593 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5343 

Flowers,  Louise 

Mt.  Moriah  Drive 

Box  44 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

249-7172 

Floyd,  Mike  &  Kathy 

Katina 

Route  15,  Box  2386 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4258 

Forrest,  Connie 
Route  18,  Box  2216 

Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5120 

Foster,  Charles  &  Alice 


Route  15,  Box  1856 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5401 

Foster,  Emma 
Route  15,  Box  3194 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6004 

Foster,  Lester  &  Jimmie 
Route  22,  Box  294 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5988 

Foster,  Louise 
Route  15,  Box  2822 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5157 

Foster,  Rex 
Route  1,  Box  552 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-0781 

Frey,  Steve  &  Laura 
1 1  Avalon  Drive 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4422 

Fritts,  Bobby 
P.O.  Box  63 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Goforth,  Lester  &  Carol 
Route  4,  Box  534 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5978 

Goss,  Michelle 
Route  18,  Box  1760 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5530 

Goss,  Sandra 

Grubb,  Arnold 
208  Shoaf  St. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Grubb,  Cheryl 
Route  5,  Box  2409 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6138 

Grubb,  Foy  &  Joyce 
Tim  &  Jennifer 
Route  3,  Box  479 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4036 

Hamby,  Boyd  &  Bonnie 
Route  4,  Box  2160 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4243 

Hand,  Brenda 
Bonnie  &  Scott 
Route  15,  Box  1195 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5851 


Current  Membership  Rol 


47 


Hand,  Roger  &  Lynnette 
Route  22,  Box  569 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6053 

Hanes,  Doug 
Route  20,  Box  860 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-1357 

Hanes,  Marie 
Route  15,  Box  2404 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5938 

Hanes,  Terry 

5343  Thoroughbred  Blvd. 

Jacksonville,  FL  32223 

Hanes,  William  &  Sylvia 
Route  4,  Box  462 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5426 

Hardman,  Leo  &  Bea 
Route  1,  Box  601 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-6660 

Hartman,  Bill  &  Aleene 
Route  4,  Box  553 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5924 

Hartman,  Bobby  &  Lynda 
Route  3,  Box  901 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5668 

Hartman,  Scott  &  Diane 
Route  3,  Box  917 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4204 

Hawks,  Pat 

121  Eaton  Rd. 

Mt.  Airy,  NC  27030 

Haywood,  Franklin 
Route  17,  Box  977 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
744-6400 

Haywood,  Marvin  &  Doris 
Route  15,  Box  3025 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5807 

Haywood,  Roger 
Route  15,  Box  3025 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Haywood,  Roy  &  Dot 
Route  22,  Box  4816 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5551 

Haywood,  Stewart 

Hedrick,  Craig  &  Sandra 
Route  4,  Box  384 


Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5436 

Hedrick,  Daphne 
Route  3,  Box  872 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5853 

Hedrick,  Roger  &  Mary  Sue 

Kevin 

Route  18,  Box  2079 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4382 

Hege,  Irene 

Route  15,  Box  2529 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5150 

Hege,  Lois  B. 
P.O.  Box  240 
Welcome,  NC  27374 

Hemphill,  Etta 
Route  15,  Box  1663 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5106 

Hemphill,  Junior 
Route  15,  Box  1663 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5106 

Hemphill,  Paul 
Route  2,  Box  331 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

Hemphill,  Ricky 
P.O.  Box  2021 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5005 

Hemphill,  Walter 
Route  15,  Box  1743 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5005 

Hill,  Arlene 
Route  15,  Box  1628 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5107 

Hill,  Len 

3513  Temberwood  Court 

Raleigh,  NC  27606 

Hobbs,  Bayne  &  Becky 
Route  3,  Box  401 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4073 

Hobbs,  Dane  &  Sandy 

Shane 

Route  5,  Box  358 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

956-2022 

Hobbs,  Edith 
Route  4,  Box  1 876 
Lexington,  NC  27292 


787-5784 

Hobbs,  Ellis 
Route  4,  Box  4601 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5624 

Hobbs,  Grey  &  Glcnda 
Route  15,  Box  2788 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5992 

Hobbs,  Julia 
600-A  Westside  Dr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-2659 

Hobbs,  Julius 
Golden  Age  Nr.  Ctr. 
Route  22,  Box  2470 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Hobbs,  Larry  &  Betty 
Route  4,  Box  1 862 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5786 

Hodge,  Cindy 
Route  3,  Box  394 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Hodges,  Mary 

Holmes,  Ed  &  Bonnie 
Hollie  &  Melissa 
Route  18,  Box  1245 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5146 

Holton,  Travis 
Route  22,  Box  1173 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-4484 

Honeycutt,  Mrs.  C.C. 

Honeycutt,  Sudie 

Honeycutt,  Shirley 

Huffman,  Allen 
Route  14,  Box  2592 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Huffman,  Mrs.  David 

Huggins,  Ronda  Sink 
Route  4,  Box  962 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5210 

Hunt,  Carrie 
Route  15,  Box  2781 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5346 

Hutchinson,  Jill 
124  Willowbrook  Cr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Hutchinson,  Ray  &  Deanne 
Trip  &  Matthew 
Route  18,  Box  1066 
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Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5046 

Isham,  Rita 

Janet 

Route  4,  Box  579 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-532! 

Jarvis,  Dee  K. 
309  Bremen  Dr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-2486 

Jarvis,  Ricky  &  Debora 
309  Breman  Dr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-2486 

Keller,  Perry 
10  Abbotts  Ave. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-2623 

Kepley,  Beulah 
Route  15,  Box  2349 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5147 

Kepley,  Donald 
Route  15,  Box  2223 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5056 

Kernstine,  Sally 
Route  1,  Box  269 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-4410 

Kinney,  Bernice 
Route  4,  Box  2624 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5645 

Kinney,  Ronney 

Kinney,  Stephen 
130  Lionhead  Court 
Baltimore,  MD  21237 

King,  Jakie 
Route  3,  Box  921 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4587 

Klair,  Katherine  Morphis 

Klump,  Gene 
Route  3,  Box  615 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4232 

Koonts,  Cliff  &  Donna 
Route  18,  Box  1025 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4027 

Koonts,  Craig  &  Cathy 

Jaime 

Route  18,  Box  988 

Lexington,  NC  27292 


249-4792 

Koonts,  Danny  &  Gail 
Route  4,  Box  440 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4156 

Koonts,  R.C.  &  Edith 
Route  18,  Box  1106 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5450 

Koonts,  Thurman  &  Beatrice 
Route  3,  Box  308 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5673 

Koonts,  Will  &  Sybil 

Brian 

Route  15,  Box  3079 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5803 

Koontz,  Belton  &  Virginia 
Route  18,  Box  1113 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5449 

Koontz,  Freddy  &  Rita 

Ashlee 

Route  4,  Box  325 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5024 

Koonts,  Joel  &  Shirley 
Route  14,  Box  127 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-1533 

Koontz,  Leona 
1 209  Fairview  Dr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-6595 

Koontz,  Lori 
Route  15,  Box  1560 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-1426 

Koontz,  Michael  &  Dianne 

Karen 

Route  14,  Box  117 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

249-6568 

Koontz,  Paul  &  Sue 
Route  15,  Box  2366 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Koontz,  Roger  &  Pam 

Sabrina 

Route  4,  Box  5978 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Koontz,  Ronald 
Route  14,  Box  119 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-4507 

Koontz,  Stanley  &  Margaret 


Aaron 

Phillip 

Route  18,  Box  1942 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5934 

Koontz,  Mrs.  Taylor 
Route  18,  Box  3128 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-3278 

Koontz,  Vernon 
Route  14,  Box  125 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-3278 

Lanning,  Grady 

Lanning,  Robert 

Lanning,  Willie  &  Lucille 
406  Hoover  Dr. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Lansdell,  Frank  Jr.  &  Debbie 
Scottie  &  Michael 
Route  15,  Box  2424 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4223 

Lansdell,  Frank  Sr.  &  Vivian 
Route  15,  Box  2424 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5898 

Leonard,  Carol 

Maria,  John-Nathan  &  Anthony 
Route  15,  Box  2832 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Leonard,  Grace 
Route  18,  Box  1023 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5458 

Leonard,  Jack  &  Geraldine 
Route  4,  Box  646 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5738 

Leonard,  Jerry 
9329  Fallow  Dr. 
Chesterfield,  VA  23832 

Leonard,  Lindsay  &  Phyllis 
Shelly  &  Dana 
Route  18,  Box  2190 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5574 

Leonard,  Max  &  Myra 

Meredith 

Route  5,  Box  699 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

956-9948 

Leonard,  Floy 
P.O.  Box  2134 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5814 
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Lineberry,  Debbie 
Route  22,  Box  4646 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2045 

Littler,  Mary 
Route  4,  Box  355 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4575 

Lowman,  Esther 
Jolene's  Nr.  Home 
615  W.  Innes  St. 
Salisbury,  NC  28145 

Mack,  Jan 

120  Kramer  Ave. 

Winston-Salem,  NC  271106 

Mallard,  Calvin  &  Jean 
Route  15,  Box  2374 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-1349 

Mallard,  David 
Route  15,  Box  2374 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4397 

Mallard,  Laura  Mae 
Route  4,  Box  410 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5425 

Mallard,  Zelma 

Robbie 

Route  15,  Box  1766 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5842 

Marley,  Carolyn  S. 

Martin,  Cathy 
Route  2,  Box  110 
Linwood,  NC  27292 
956-1793 

Massey,  Robbie 
Route  4,  Box  6024 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5399 

Massey,  Harry 
Route  9,  Box  451 
Mocksville,  NC  27028 

Mauney,  Yates  &  Faye 
Route  18,  Box  2391 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-8822 

Meachum,  Jim  &  Marlene 
Jamielle  &  Danielle 
Route  18,  Box  1356 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5222 

Medley,  Tracey  Foster 
2019  Central  Heights  Ave. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 


Miehael,  Barton 
Route  4,  Box  2590 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Michael  Bculah 
514  W.  5th  Ave. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-4487 

Michael,  Bobby  &  Maxine 
Route  4,  Box  1 86 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5928 

Michael,  Bobby,  Jr. 
Route  22,  Box  4896 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6777 

Michael,  Callie  Sue 
Route  22,  Box  4947 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5166 

Michael,  Forrest  &  Tessie 
Route  15,  Box  2662 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5382 

Michael,  Frankie 
Route  4,  Box  5992 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5500 

Michael,  Gary 
Route  18,  Box  2075 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4006 

Michael,  Henry  &  Mozelle 
Route  16,  Box  343 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-5586 

Michael,  Jamie 

Christi 

Route  18,  Box  2594 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

246-6652 

Michael,  Jeffery 
Route  18,  Box  2580 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
243-2043 

Michael,  Jerry 
3245  Burdett  St. 
Columbus,  OH  43232 

Michael,  Johnny  &  Josephine 

Tony 

Route  4,  Box  124 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5735 

Michael,  Randy 
Route  1,  Box  172 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-2181 

Michael,  Ross 


6  Westdale  Ave. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-6882 

Michael,  Sandec 

Fox  Hollow  Apt.  145-L 

Hartley  Dr. 

High  Point,  NC  27260 

Michael,  Terry 
Route  4,  Box  2403 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4675 

Mitchum,  Keith 
P.O.  Box  64 
Welcome,  NC  27374 

Mitchum,  Paul,  Jr. 
100  Noble  Place 
Huntersville,  NC  23078 

Mitchum,  Paul  &  Willie  Veigh 
Route  3,  Box  622 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5850 

Mize,  Billy 

4453  Eaglesnest  Dr. 

Winsston-Salem,  NC  27127 

Mize,  Buddy 

Mize,  Emma 
Route  4,  Box  1 709 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5788 

Mize,  Herbert  &  Opal 
Route  4,  Box  1 703 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5781 

Morphis,  Joe 

Jill 

309  Hillside  Dr. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

249-9373 

Morphis,  John 
P.O.  Box  72 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
798-2197 

Morphis,  Mrs.  Lou 
202  Choyce  Street 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-3662 

Morphis,  Mike 
Route  18,  Box  1315 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4980 

Morris,  Martha 

P.O.  Box  224 

Carolina  Beach,  NC  28428 

Myers,  Bruce 

7004  Beckenridge  Ave. 

Raleigh,  NC  27609 
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Myers,  Craver  &  Velda 
Route  3,  Box  136 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5332 

Myers,  Debbie 
Route  3,  Box  5679 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5714 

Myers,  Donald  &  Sylvia 
Route  18,  Box  1239 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5075 

Myers,  Eddie  &  Pat 

Mary  Len 

Route  18,  Box  2404 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5840 

Myers,  Ellis  &  Elsie 

Barry 

Route  18,  Box  1343 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5736 

Myers,  Greg 
Route  3,  Box  152 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4500 

Myers,  Horace 
Route  3,  Box  533 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5338 

Myers,  Jan 
Route  3,  Box  5161 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4417 

Myers,  Lamar  &  Betty 
Route  15,  Box  2370 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5151 

Myers,  Lessie 
Brian  Center  Nr.  Care 
Route  1,  Box  1876 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Myers,  Olga 
Route  3,  Box  154 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5661 

Myers,  Park  &  Gladys 
705  Market  St. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
246-6681 

Myers,  RG.  (Dick)  &  Thelma 
Route  3,  Box  958 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5664 

Myers,  Reid 
Route  3,  Box  901 
Lexington,  NC  27292 


787-5668 

Myers,  Steve  &  Frances 
Route  3,  Box  152 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5077 

Myers,  Toby 
705  Market  St. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Myers,  Vettus 

1745  W.  Lambert  Ave. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46221 

Myrick,  Ralph 

Myrick,  Archie 

McCall,  Linda 

McCarn,  Nell 
Route  3,  Box  220 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5847 

McDade,  Melodie 
420  Salem  St.  Apt.  I 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-9699 

McDonald,  Kathy 
1809  Forrest  Rd. 
Durham,  NC  27701 

McMahan,  Freddie 
23  Woodcrest  Drive 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-4442 

McMahan,  Greg  &  Tammy 
Route  3,  Box  382 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4333 

McMahan,  Nelson  &  Connie 

Rocky 

Route  3,  Box  5156 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5333 

McRorie,  Jeffery 
Route  22,  Box  1063 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2009 

McRorie,  William  &  Brenda 
819  Grays  Creek  Ln. 
Charlotte,  NC  28214 

Norman,  Junior  &  Helen 
Route  22,  Box  594 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5553 

Odom,  Annette  Byerly 
Route  14,  Box  1809 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
731-2868 

Odom,  Leon  &  Shelia 

Nicholas 


Route  22,  Box  4767 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6750 

O'Neill,  Donna 
Route  5,  Box  174 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-1592 

Owens,  Becky 
Route  3,  Box  3022 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2612 

Owens,  Edwin 
Route  3,  Box  4288 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-3387 

Owens,  Nume  &  Marie 

Donna 

Route  15,  Box  1987 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5869 

Pace,  John  &  Bobbie 

Stephen 

Route  15,  Box  2851 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5172 

Parramore,  Elizabeth  S. 

Perrell,  Charla 
Route  8,  Box  51 
Lenoir,  NC  28645 

Perrell,  Charles 
Route  6,  Box  1164 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
798-1239 

Perryman,  Larry  &  Sandy 
Charles  &  Gina 
P.O.  Box  1581 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Phelps,  Mary 
Route  15,  Box  2746 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5347 

Porter,  Lois 

714  Manhattan  Dr. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

249-8823 

Prince,  Patsy 
Route  5,  Box  173 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6794 

Purvis,  Nola  Jean  Hanes 
HHC  38th  Signal  Bn. 
APO  New  York  09281 

Rachels,  David 
515  W.  Home  St. 
Clayton,  NC  27520 

Rachels,  Robert  &  Evelyn 
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Route  3,  Box  5538 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5710 

Reudelhuber,  Lesia 
Route  1,  Box  756 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-2689 

Richardson,  Margie 

Ringley,  Carol  L. 
1314  Cobblestone  Lane 
Johnson  City,  TN  37601 

Roach,  Margaret 

Kathy 

Route  3,  Box  616 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4030 

Roach,  Scottie 
Lot  12,  Birchwood 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Roberts,  Peggy 

Rummage,  Charles  &  Estelle 
Route  4,  Box  132 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5532 

Rummage,  Charles  L. 
7104  Banshire  Dr. 
Mechanicsville,  VA  231 1  1 

Rummage,  Ethel 
Medical  Park  Nr.  Ctr. 
707  N.  Elm  St. 
High  Point,  NC  27262 

Shipton,  Gaye 
Route  5,  Box  807 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-1687 

Shoaf,  Alan 

Shoaf,  Clark 
Route  2,  Box  459-A 
Durham,  NC  27705 

Shoaf,  Corbet  &  Lorene 
Route  15,  Box  2521 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5154 

Shoaf,  Dallas  &  Magdalene 
Route  4,  Box  6009 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5790 

Shoaf,  Dolan 

2904  Red  Clay  Dr.  Apt.  502 

Raleigh,  NC  27604 

Shoaf,  Jeanette 
Route  22,  Box  4848 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Shouse,  Mary 
P.O.  Box  72 


Linwood,  NC  27299 
798-2197 

Sink,  Doris 
Route  3,  Box  5423 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5823 

Sink,  Howard  &  Mary  Beth 

Glenn 

Route  4,  Box  285 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5420 

Sink,  Jeff 

Route  1,  Box  769 

Linwood,  NC  27299 

956-6852 

Sink,  Larry 

Route  18,  Box  1919 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-4972 

Sink,  Laura 

Brian 

203-A  Pinecrest  Dr. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

243-2050 

Sink,  Roy 

Route  18,  Box  1930 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5225 

Sink,  Roy 
Route  1,  Box  186 
Low  Gap,  NC  27024 

Smith,  Carolyn 
1661  Kesteven  Rd. 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27127 

Smith,  David 
Route  22,  Box  4357 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-1356 

Smith,  Gene  &  Jo  Carrol 
Route  1,  Box  768 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-3383 

Smith,  Jack  &  Sylvia  Rae 
Route  3,  Box  437 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5334 

Smith,  James  &  Christine 
Route  18,  Box  2217 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5365 

Smith,  Lessie 
Route  3,  Box  463 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5336 

Smith,  Mark 
Route  3,  Box  421 


Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5335 

Smith,  Perry 
Brian  Center  Nr.  Care 
Route  1,  Box  1876 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Smith,  Weldon  &  Lola 
Route  1,  Box  777 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-2209 

Snider,  Eric  &  Dorene 
Route  18,  Box  2065 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4835 

Snider,  Geneva 
Route  22,  Box  4955 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4250 

Snyder,  Bud 
Route  13,  Box  2384 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
731-2658 

Snyder,  Carol 
Route  3,  Box  2336 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-6552 

Snyder,  Donald  &  Carol 

Phillip 

Route  22,  Box  1112 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

956-6519 

Snyder,  Eldred  &  Juanita 
Route  22,  Box  1 1 30 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-7780 

Snyder,  Garlan 
Route  3,  Box  5328 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5608 

Snyder,  George  Clyde 
26608  Pacific  St. 
Highland,  California  92346 

Snyder,  Mike  &  Teresa 
Route  3,  Box  2013 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2762 

Snyder,  Reynabelle 
Route  18,  Box  1547 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5725 

Snyder,  Sam  &  Kaye 

Beth 

Route  3,  Box  5108 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

787-5036 

Spainhour,  Charlton 
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Route  5,  Box  295 

High  Point,  NC  27263-8581 

Springer.  Rick 
P.O.  Box  625 
Welcome.  NC  27374 

Spry,  Bobby 
Route  1,  Box  54 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
956-6071 

Starbuck,  Ronnie 
Chad,  Kaci  &  Alex 
Route  16,  Box  2466 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
352-2874 

Staten,  David  &  Kathy 
Sammy  &  Brian 
Route  22,  Box  321 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4231 

Stevenson,  Gary 
Route  5,  Box  102 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Stocking,  Ruth 
P.O.  Box  1367 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
249-6329 

Stutz,  Bill 
Michael 
P.O.  Box  604 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
744-5454 

Swicegood,  Charlene 
Route  3,  Box  2693 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-2006 

Swicegood,  Charles  &  Betty 
Route  15,  Box  2963 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4962 

Swicegood,  Michael  &  Paula 
Route  3,  Box  925 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4249 

Swicegood,  Robert 

Swing,  David 

Swing,  Foil  &  Vivian 
P.O.  Box  217 
Welcome,  NC  27374 
731-4428 

Temple,  Aubrey  &  Nancy 
Route  18,  Box  1626 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5862 

Temple,  Jay 

Route  22,  Box  4042 

Lexington,  NC  27292 


956-4438 

Tester,  Amy 
Route  5,  Box  165 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-1297 

Thompson,  Christy 
Route  1 ,  Box  493 
Linwood,  NC  27299 
762-2925 

Tilly,  Carla 

Route  12,  Box  2270 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Torrence,  David  &  Donna 
Route  22,  Box  335 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4488 

Torrence,  Robert  &  Ruby 
Route  22,  Box  274 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5415 

Touchstone,  Danny 
1747  McKnight  Mill  Rd. 
Greensboro,  NC  27405 

Treadway,  Chris  &  Marcie 
Route  18,  Box  2180 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4054 

Tysinger,  Lyndee 
606  Market  St. 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Tysinger,  Horace  (Pete)  &  June 
Route  4,  Box  4623 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Waas,  Susan  Swing 

Walser,  Leona 
Route  3,  Box  5663 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5713 

Wegwart,  Karen  Myers 
Route  22,  Box  1645 
Lexington,  NC  27292 

Whitaker,  Carol 
Route  18,  Box  1141 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-5880 

William,  Mike  &  Denise 
Route  4,  Box  1050 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
787-4106 

Winkler,  Carolyn  Perrell 
410  Spruce  St. 
Lenoir,  NC  28645 

Wood,  Greg 
Route  3,  Box  3087 
Lexington,  NC  27292 
956-1580 
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Simpson,  Ruby  Fline  108 

Sink,  Alvin  130 

Sink,  Bayard  128,  135,  136 

Sink,  Bayard  F.  134 

Sink,  Blanche  135 

Sink,  Carl  134 

Sink,  Carrie  Owens  iv 

Sink,  Dessie  129,  134,  135 

Sink,  Doris  57 

Sink,  Edna  47 

Sink,  Evelyn  Smith  57 

Sink,  Florence  135 

Sink,  Gretchen  1  35 

Sink,  Hoyle  128 

Sink,  Isabel  129 

Sink,  Isabel!  135 

Sink,  John  H.  133 

Sink,  Lee  135 

Sink,  Paul  64 

Sink,  Roy  130,  135 

Sink,  Sadie  Craver  127 

Sink,  Sr.,  John  H.  133 

Sink,  Webster  133 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 

Smith 
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Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Smith 
Snider, 
Snider 
Snider. 
Snider. 
133 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider, 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 
Snider. 


A.  F.  16 

Alfred  12,  15 
Amy  73 

B.  113 

Benjamin  11,14 
Bobbie  Jean  109 
Carolyn  Foster  57 
Carrie  A.  27 

Gene  69,  71,  72,  75,  77,  110 
George  3,  5,  9,  12,  16,  85 


Jo  77 

Josephine  122 

Josephine  C.  73 

Leander  3 

Mrs.  Gene  70 

Nancy  10,  11,  14 

Natham  8 

Noah  55,  110 

Ricky  B.  112 

Sam  J.  106 

Samuel  18,  89 

Thomas  8 

Weldon  56,  110,  122,  142 

Bain  129 

Bayne  134 

Bernice  129 

C.  A.  27,  36,  110,  116,  117, 

Charles  24,  38,  44 

Charley  29 

Chas.  A.  46 

Clark  27,  32 

Clifton  55 

Clyder  129 

Curren  29,  32,  38,  132 

E.  A.  51,  119 

Edith  129 

Eric  75,  76 

Etta  129 


Snider,  Everett  129 

Snider,  G.  W.  32,  34,  35,  37,  117,  118 

Snider,  L.  C.  46,  47,  119 

Snider,  Lessie  1  29 

Snider,  Lizzie  128 

Snider,  Minnie  51,  128 

Snider,  Mrs.  Clyde  50 

Snider,  Mrs.  Earlie  140 

Snyder  (Eaves),  Etta  134 

Snyder  (Hobbs),  Edith  134 

Snyder  (Sink),  Minnie  134 

Snyder  (Smith),  Lesie  134 

Snyder,  135 

Snyder,  Bernice  134,  135 

Snyder,  C.  A.  52,  118 

Snyder,  C.  L.  51 

Snyder,  Clyde  52,  60,  64,  1  19,  134,  143 

Snyder,  E.  A.  119 

Snyder,  Earlie  1  10 

Snyder,  Early  52 

Snyder,  Eugene  1  35 

Snyder,  Everett  135 

Snyder,  Frances  135 

Snyder,  Garlan  64 

Snyder,  J.  N.  119 

Snyder,  L.  C.  119 

Snyder,  Leona  Foser  1 30 

Snyder,  Lizzie  136 

Snyder,  Martha  53 

Snyder,  Minnie  58,  78,  135,  136 

Snyder,  Mrs.  C.  A.  57 

Snyder,  Mrs.  C.  W.  52 

Snyder,  Mrs.  Clyde  (Minnie)  78 

Snyder,  Mrs.  Clyde  60 

Snyder,  Mrs.  Fannie  23 

Snyder,  Ottie  134 

Snyder,  Sara  60 

Snyder,  Thelma  Lanier  130 

Snydre,  Everette  134 

Soelle,  5 

Soelle,  George  1 

Solomon,  Bennett  87 

Sowers,  Elizabeth  10 

Spencer,  Sallie  Foster  127 

Stanfield,  Charles  60 

Stanton,  Mrs.  O.  M.  119 

Starbuck,  Ronnie  110,  123 

Staten,  David  110 

Staton,  O.  M.  49,  50 

Stockton,  H.  M.  24,  25,  27,  110,  116, 

117 
Stockton,  John  32 
Stockton,  John  A.  27 
Stockton,  Mallie  R.  27 
Stocton,  A.  W.  47 
Stoelle,  George  2 
Strickand,  W.  H.  40 
Strickland,  Cindy  73 
Summery,  John  A.  98 
Surratt,  Beulah  Myers  127 
Swaim,  S.  D.  39,  40,  86,  98,  118,  134 
Swicegood,  Alex  24 
Swicegood,  Cicero  143 
Swicegood,  Ellis  29 
Swicegood,  Ester  Beck  107 
Swicegood,  Herbe  55 
Swicegood,  Julius  133 


Swicegood,  M.  C,  58,  59,  121 

Swicegood,  Madison  26 

Swicegood,  Maggie  29 

Swicegood,  Malvin  C.  54,  59,  86 

Swicegood,  Malvin  S.  107 

Swicegood,  Minnie  Mallard  57 

Swicegood,  Monroe  Carr  107 

T 

Teague,  Mary  Jane  106 

Teague,  Mrs.  N.  C.  57 

Teague,  N.  C.  54,  55,  57,  58,  86,  120, 

121,  139 
Teague,  Nolan  54,  112 
Teague,  Nolan  Coy  55,  106 
Teague,  Ruth  57 
Teague,  W.  C.  106 
Temple,  Aubrey  67,  69,  121,  122 
Temple,  Aubrey  J.  110 
Temple,  Betty  Ruth  Craver  57 
Temple,  J.  L.  121 
Thomas,  Charlie  128 
Thomas,  Jas.  10 
Torrence.  Ruby  140 
Tow,  John  1  5 
Tow,  Polly  14 
Trantham,  Alexander  46 
Trantham,  Joseph  11,  14 
Trentham,  Elizabeth  9 
Trentham,  Joseph  9 
Turner,  Dana  105 
Turner,  E.  W.  (Esca)  51 
Turner,  E.  W.  29,  86,  106,  120 
Turner,  Esca  White  (E.  W.)  105 
Turner,  John  88 
Turner,  John  Paul  88 
Turner,  Rebecca  88 
Turner,  Uba  105 
Turner,  W.  M.  24 
Turner,  William  86,  87,  88,  94,  113, 

114,  115 
Turner,  Wm.  18,  19,  20 
Tussey,  G.  M.  114 
Tussey,  Gersham  17,  18 
Tussey,  Gershom  12,  15,  112 


V 


Vann,  Prof.  136 
Varrs,  W.  L.  86 
Vinson,  Ursie  D.  101 
Vipperman,  David  100 
Vipperman,  J.  H.  86,  100 
Vipperman,  J.  M.  44 
Vipperman,  Judson  L.  100 


W 


Wood,  Addison  29 

Waitman,  Alice  130 

Waitman,  Edward  133 

Waitman,  Walter  iv,  127,  135 

Wall,  C.  M.  48 

Walser,  Albert  (Smoot)  143 

Walser,  Albert  23 

Walser,  Alvin  135 

Walser,  Clara  47 

Walser,  Eliza  25 

Walser,  Ellen  26 


Walser,  Grover  1  35 

Walser,  J.  D.  117 

Walser,  J.  H.  25,  27,  28,  30,  32,  33,  34, 

35,  110,  116,  117 
Walser,  Laura  C.  27 
Walser,  Leona  Myers  1 30 
Walser,  Lillie  38.  39 
Walser,  Mrs.  Albert  23 
Walser,  Walter  135 
Wamach,  Saroh  1  1 
Wamack,  Dabiel  1 1 
Wamack,  James  9 
Wamack,  Richard  9 
Warner,  Lizzie  24 
Warner.  R.  F.  38 
Warner,  R.  J.  24.  47 
Warner,  W.  M.  24 
Warner,  Walter  32 
Warner,  Wm.  116 
Wartman,  143 

Washington,  George  141 
Weaver,  Amos  19,  86,  90,  114 
Weaver,  Glenna  134 
Weaver,  Gurla  129 
Weaver,  Racie  134 
Weaver,  Rufus  W.  90 
White,  E.  E.  93 
White,  R.  E.  48 
Whitehead,  Elder  40 
Whitehead,  F  D.  93 
Wilford,  James  96 
Wilkern,  Leona  104 
William,  Azariah  15.  86,  89,  92 

William,  Henry  Lee  69 

William,  Mary  89,  90 

William,  Minnie  105 

Williames,  Azariah  1 1 

Williams,  Az  19,  20 

Williams,  Azariah  10,  11,  13,  15,  17, 
18,  112,  113,  114,  115 

Williams,  Jane  135,  136 

Williams,  Mary  8 

Williams,  Minnie  S.  105 

Williford,  Bonnie  49 

Wilson,  John  9 

Wilson,  Walter  E.  101 

Wiseman,  Grace  12 

Wiseman,  Isaac  8,  9 

Wiseman,  James  16,  17 

Wiseman,  Josiah  8,  9,  10,  11,  14,  15, 
17,  86,  87,  88,  113 

Wiseman,  Nansey  9 

Womack,  James  1 1 

Womack,  Polly  11,  14 

Woman,  Richard  1 1 

Woman,  Sarah  1  1 

Wommack,  Daniel  14,  15,  16,  85,  110 

Wommack,  Elizabeth  92 

Wommack,  Sarah  14 

Wood  Cicero  3 1 

Wood,  A.  19,  24,  114 

Wood,  A.  C.  28,  35,  110,  116,  117, 
128,  131 

Wood,  Alfred  21,  23,  85,  110,  115 

Wood,  Alice  35 

Wood,  C.  A.  24,  33,  34,  35,  45,  46,  132 

Wood,  Charley  30,  34 


Wood,  Cicero  23,  29,  131 

Wood,  Drucilla  24 

Wood,  Dwight  129 

Wood,  Ella  33 

Wood,  Ellen  24 

Wood,  J.  E  27 

Wood,  Joe  76,  129 

Wood,  Joe  M.  73 

Wood,  Judy  iv,  71,  73,  75,  76,  77,  122, 

140 
Wood,  Minnie  33 
Wood,  N.  C.  29 
Wood,  Sallie  23,  24,  33 
Woodard,  John  R.  iv 
Woodhouse,  Bessie  127,  134,  136 
Woodhouse.  T.  B.  127,  134.  135 
Wright,  Helen  Michael  130 
Wtley,  Charles  H.  101 


Y 


140 


Yarborough,  A.  19 

Yarborough,  Aaron  17,  18,  20,  21,  8 

91,  92,  110,  112,  113,  114,  115 
Yarborough,  Walter  56 
Yarbrgh,  Aaron  9 
Young,  Foy  58.  59,  60,  67,  110,  121. 

122 
Young,  Geneva  72,  121,  122, 
Young,  Lem  133 
Young,  Lizzie  134 
Young,  Mary  Louise  140 
Young,  Mrs.  Foy  60 
Young,  W.  A.  110 
Young,  Will  55,  134,  143 


Zimmerman,  Alice  128 
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